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Xl
Historical Narrati ves Written by Participants:
The Spanish Encounter with Montezuma, Ruler of the Aztecs

Bernal Diaz del Castillo accompanied Cortés in his conquest of thécMéAztecs) in
1519-1520. Unlik a rumber of the other conquistadgBernal Diaz did not become wealthy as
a result of these advenes. FHfty years later when an old man, he decided to write down the
history of the conquest using his own memory as a primanceodhe diference between
Bernal Diazs account and a memoir is that hedps himself almost erdly out of the naative
as a daracter and he diws on other soges as though he wedudying the period without
actually having participated in it.This phenomenon of wiag bak and forth between inter
preter and ones ovn memory as primary saue is one that Arthur &tesingr, Jr., has written
about in egard to his participation in the Knnedy Adminisation and his subsequent writing of
a history of that Adminisation.

Bernal Diaz describes in the following selection how the Spanish took Montezuma prisoner
as well as the discussions with Montezuma about his own eaptur

Bernal Diaz on the Capture of Montezuma

As we had determined the day before to seize Montezuma, we were praying to God all
that night that it wuld turn out in a manner redounding to His Holy service, and thie ne
morning the wvay it should be doneas settled.

Cortés took with him fig captains who were Pedro de Ahado, Gonzalo de Sandt
Juan \élasquez de Leon, Francisco de Lugo and Alonzo de Avila, and he took me and our
interpreters Dofla Marina and Aguil@and he told us all todep on the alert, and the horse-
men to hae their horses saddled and bridleéls for our arms | need not call them to mind,
for by day or night we alays went armed and with our sandals on our feet, for at that time
such vas our footgealand Montezuma hadahys seen us armed in thaaywwhen we went
to speak to him, so did not &k as anything nev, nor was he disturbed at all.

When we were all readpur Captain sent to tell Montezuma that we were coming to his
Pdace, for this had alays been our custom, and so that he should not be alarmed by our
arriving suddenly

1 Arthur Schlesingerd., “The Historian as &ticipant; i n Historical Studies dday, ed. Felix Gilbert and Stephen
R. Graubard, N& York, W. W. Norton, 1971, pp. 393-412.
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Montezuma understood more or less that Cortés @oming because heasvannged
about the Wla Rica afair, and he vas afraid of him, bt sent vord for him to come and that
he would be welcome.

When Cortés entered, afteniray made his usual salutations, he said to him through our
interpreters: “Sefior Montezuma, | arry much astonished that you, who are suchliam
Prince, after hang declared that you are our friend, should order your Captains, whom you
have dationed on the coast near taxpan, to tak ams a@inst my Spaniards, and thatyhe
should dare to rob thewms that are in thedeping and under the protection of our King and
master and to demand of them Indian men amenhen for sacrifice, and should kill a
Spaniard, one of my brothers, and a horgele did not wish to speak of the Captain nor of
the six soldiers who died as soon as/theived a Villa Rica, for Montezuma did not ko
about it, nor did the Indian Captains who had agdcthem), and Cortés went on to say:
“Being such a friend of yours | ordered my Captains to do all tlagt possible to help and
sene you, and you hae done «actly the contrary to usAlso in the aflair at Cholula your
Captains and a lge force of varriors had receed your ovn commands to kill usl forgave
it at the time out of my greatgad for you, lut nov agan your \vassals and Captainsvea
become insolent, and hold secret consultations stating that you wish us to bel ldibeabt
wish to bgin a war on this account nor to destrthis city, | am willing to forgive it all, if
silently and without raising gdisturbance you will come with us to our quarters, where you
will be as well sergd and attended to as though you were in yoaur lbouse, bt if you cry
out or male any dsturbance you will immediately be killed by these my Captains, whom |
brought solely for this purposeWhen Montezuma heard this heasvterrified and dumb-
founded, and replied that he had/ereordered his people to takems a@inst us, and that he
would at once send to summon his Captains so that the truth shouldviae lamal he wuld
chastise them, and at thatry moment he took from his arm and writs the sign and seal of
Juichilobos, which as only done when heagean important and weighty command thatsw
to be carried out at oncéVith regard to being ta&n prisoner and leang his Rlace aginst
his will, he said that he @& not the person to whom such an order couldusa,gand that he
would not go. Cortés replied to him withary good aguments and Montezuma answered him
with even better showing that he ought not to lea his house.In this way more than half an
hour was spent wer talk, and when Juaneélasquez de Leon and the other Captaimsthat
they were wasting time wer it and could no longerveait the moment when tlyeshould
remove Hm from his house and hold him a prisgribey spoke to Cortés somehat angrily
and said: “What is the good of your making so ynanords, let us either takhim prisoneyor
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stab him, tell him once more that if he cries out or @saén uproar we will kill him, for it is
better at once to 8a aur lives a to lose theni,and as Juan &asquez said this with a loud
and rather terrifying @ice, for such w&s his vay of speaking, Montezuma, whons¢hat our
Captains were angered, askDdia Marina what thg were saying in such loud toness
Dofia Marina vas \ery clever, she said: “Sefior Montezuma, what | counsel you, is to go at
once to their quarters without\adisturbance at all, for | kiwo that thg will pay you much
honor as a great Prince such as you are, otherwise you will remain here a deadtnman, b
their quarters you will learn the truthT hen Montezuma said to Cortés: “Sefior Malinche, if
this is what you desire, | i@ a ®n and tw legtimate daughters, takthem as hostages, and
do not put this &font on me, what will my chieftains say if theee me tag&n of as a pis-
oner?” Cortéseplied to him that he must come with them himself and theene alterna-
tive. At the end of much more discussion that took place, Montezuma said thauliege
willingly, and then Cortés and our Captains best mary caresses on him and told him that
they begged him not to be anged, and to tell his captains and the men of his guard that he
was going of his evn free will, because he had spokto his Idol Huichilobos and the priests
who attended him, and that itag beneficial for his health and the safety of his life that he
should be with usHis rich litter, in which he vas used to go out with all the Captains who
accompanied him as promptly brought, and he went to our quarters where we placed guards
and watchmen wer him.2

Compae Bernal Diazs detailed account with the account given by the descendents of the Aztecs
(Mexica) themselvesAfter the Spanish conquest, some Spanish missionadexied in the
Nahuatl languge he Meica account of what happenediotice that the Medca account is

tersg not concerned with details, and emphasizindediht aspects of the encounter between
Montezuma and Cortés than Diaz do&fie Nahuatl account ges with the very fat meeting

of Montezuma with Cortés.

Nahuatl Account of the Encounter
The Spanish awed in Xoloco, near the entrance tenochtitlan. Thisvas the end of
the march, for thehad reached their goal.

2 Bernal Diaz del CastilloThe Discoery and Conquest of Migo, 1517-1521trans. A. PMaudslg, New York,
Farar, Strauss, 1956, pp. 228-231.
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Motecuhzoma nw@ arrayed himself in his finerypreparing to go out to meet thenihe
other great princes also adorned their persons, as did the nobles and their chieftains and
knights. Thg all went out together to meet the strangers.

They brought trays heaped with the finestwtrs—the flaver that resembles a shield,;
the flover shaped lig a reart; in the centethe flover with the sweetest aroma; and the fra-
grant yellav flower, the most precious of allThey aso brought grlands of flaers, and
ornaments for the breast, and necklaces of gold, necklaces hung with rich stones, necklaces
fashioned in the petatillo style.

Thus Motecuhzoma went out to meet them, there in Huitzillée presented margifts
to the Captain and his commanders, those who had come ®waakHe showered gifts
upon them and hung fheers and bands of fiers to adorn their breasts; he satlgnds of
flowers upon their heads'hen he hung the gold necklaces around their necksauedihgem
presents of\eery sort as gifts of welcome.

When Motecuhzoma hadvgn necklaces to each one, Cortesaabkim: ‘Are you Mote-
cuhzoma? Argou the king?Is it true that you are the king Motecuhzoma?”

And the king said: “¥s, | am MotecuhzoniaT hen he stood up to welcome Cortes; he
came forvard, baved his head W and addressed him in theseomts: “Our lord, you are
weary The journg has tired you, bt nov you hare arived on the earth.You havecome to
your city, Mexico. You hare @mme here to sit on your throne, to sit under its cgnop

“The kings who hee gone before, your representas, guarded it and presex it for
your coming. The kings Itzcoatl, Motecuhzoma the EldAxayacatl, Tzoc, and Ahuitzol
ruled for you in the City of Mdco. Thepeople were protected by their@ads and sheltered
by their shields.

“Do the kings knav the destig of those theg left behind, their posterity™ only they are
watching! If only they can see what | see!

“No, it is not a dream.l am not walking in my sleep.l am not seeing you in my
dreams. . . .I haveseen you at last! havemet you &ce to &ce! lwas in agory for five
days, for ten days, with myes fixed on the Rgion of the Mystery And nawv you hare mme
out of the clouds and mists to sit on your thron@irag

“This was foretold by the kings who g&ned your cityand nav it has talen place.You
have mme back to us; you i@ mwme devn from the sik. Rest neov, and tale possession of
your royal houses.Welcome to your land, my lords!”

When Motecuhzoma had finished, La Malinche translated his address into Spanish so
that the Captain could understand {Cortes replied in his strange andvage tongue,
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speaking first to La Malinche: €Il Motecuhzoma that we are his friendhere is nothing to
fear We havewanted to see him for along time, andanwe haveseen hisdce and heard his
words. Tell him that we lee im well and that our hearts are conterited.

Then he said to Motecuhzoma: 8\ave come to your house in M&o as friends.
There is nothing to fedr

La Malinche translated this speech and the Spaniards grasped Motecshzoda’and
patted his back to stotheir afection for him3

These friendly elations soon ltanged, as Diaz described in thesfirselection. Whatever
genuine feelings of &ction the Spanials may have had for Montezuma &everwhelmed by
their desie for gold.

The Spaniardsxamined gerything they saw. They dismounted from their horses, and
mounted them agn, and dismounted am, so as not to miss yhing.

The chiefs who accompanied Motecuhzoma were: Cacama, kingzobdo; €tlepan-
guetzaltzin, king of Tlacopan; Itzcuauhtzin the Tlacochcalcatl, lord of Tlatelolco; grahT
temoc, Motecuhzoms'reasurer in TlatelolcoThese four chiefs were standing in a file.

The other princes were: Atlixcatzingpeoatzin, The Tlacochcalcatl; Quetzalaztatzin, the
keeper of the chalk; dtomotzin; Hecateupatiltzin; and Cuappiatzin.

When Motecuhzoma as imprisoned, theall went into hiding. They ran avay to hide
and treacherously abandoned him!

When the Spaniards entered they&oHouse, thg placed Motecuhzoma under guard
and lept him under their vigilance. . .

In the morning the Spaniards told Motecuhzoma what tleeded in the ay of sup-
plies: tortillas, fried chickns, hens’ ggs, pure \ater firewood and charcoal Also: lage,
clean cooking pots, ater jars, pitchers, dishes and other pottéfptecuhzoma ordered that
it be sent to themThe chiefs who receed this order were angry with the king and no longer
revered or respected himBut they furnished the Spaniards with all the yisions thg
needed—food, heerages and ater and fodder for the horses.

When the Spaniards were installed in the palace, dhkked Motecuhzoma about the
city’s resources and res@y and about theasriors’ ensigns and shieldd hey questioned

3 The Boken Speas: The Aztec Account of the Conquest okibe ed. Miguel Leon-Portilla, Boston, Beacon
Press, 1992, pp. 63-65
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him closely and then demanded gold.

Motecuhzoma guided them to iThey surrounded him and cvaded close with their
weapons. Hevalked in the centewhile they formed a circle around him.

When thg arrived & the treasure house calledualco, the riches of gold and feathers
were brought out to them: ornaments made of quetzal feathers, rictigdishields, disks of
gold, the necklaces of the idols, gold nose plugs, goldregend bracelets and onms.

The Spanish immediately stripped the feathers from the gold shields and erfdigns.
gahered all the gold into a great mound and set firedything else, rgardless of its alue.
Then thg melted devn the gold into ingotsAs for the precious green stones yth@ok only
the best of them; the rest were snatched up by the TlaxcaltébasSpaniards searched
through the whole treasure house, questioning and quarreling and segedlgect thg
thought vas beautifuf:

1. Howwould you baracterize the dférence in the way Diaz describes the Spanish attitude
toward Montezuma fsm the way the Nahuatl account describes it?

2. Fom these rcerpts, what would you say weehe diferences in values between the Spanish
and the Aztecs®hat things did theconsider to have higher and lower value?

3. Whatare the diferences and similarities between the way Cortés’ captains behave and the
chiefs that accompanied Montezuma?

4. Theperson called Déa Marina in Diazs account and La Malinige in the Nahuatl account is
the same paon, an Indian woman named Malintzin, who acted as iregpifor Cortés and
later bore his son. What diferences do you detect in the way Diaggents Dba Marina from
the way La Malinhe is pesented in the Nahuatl account?

4 Broken Speas, pp. 65-66, 68.
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XIlI
Memoirs: Catherine the Great's Account of Her Husband Reter Il

Memoiis dffer from autobigraphy in that thg usually do not try to be a conglrensive
account of the authos’ life. Instead thg deal with specific importantvents or sequence of
ewents the author participated indim that authors point of viev. S there is no attempt to po-
vide a historical pespective or gather other sa@s of information or comparand analyze
them. Catherindl (ruled 1762—-1796) was born Sophierincess of Anhalt-Zerbst on May 2,
1729. Atthe ge d fifteen, she waswited to Russia by theigning empess Elizabeth with the
intention of marrying her to the engass’ nephe Peter of Holstein, the heir to the tme
Catherine married eter the following year and for thexteseventeen yearfound heself in the
difficult position of being the unwanted wife of the heir to thernthr Years later, when she was
ruler in her own right, Catherine wte her memog about her earlier gperiences at the court.
In this first excerpt, Catherine describes her fugthusband, the Gind Dule, & a eenage.

From theMemoirs of Catherine Il

During my illness the Grand Dakad shavn me @ery attention. When | was better he
kept it up. He seemed to l&xme; kut | can neither say that | Bkl him nor that | disli&d him.
| only knen how to dbey, and my mother had to marry me; | betein truth havever that the
Russian craen meant more to me than he.

| was sixteen years old at the timBefore he had the smallpox, hasvquite handsome,
but was \ery small and childlig. Heused to talk to me about his playthings andgadiers
with which he lisied himself early and latdo be polite and agreeable, | listened to himt b
| often yavned without gactly knaving why. But | did not go way and leave hm and he
thought that he ought to talk to me; as he spwiy of things that gvehim pleasure, he as
well entertained when he talét with me a long timeMany people looled on this as a gen-
uine attraction, especially those who desired my marri8ge . we neer used between us the
language of tenderness; iag/surely not myusiness to bring it into use, my modestyuld
not hare dlowed that gen if | had felt so inclined, and my natural pridaswsuficient to pre-
vent my taking the first stepBut it did not at all occur to him, which, frankly speaking, did
not prepossess me in hiavlr. For no matter he well brought up a maiden may be, she
always likes to hear the ovds of flattery and tenderness, especially from one to whom she
may listen without blushing.
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The Gand Dulke Reter’s good looks wer dsfigured by smallpox and he seemed to lose éstan
his futue kride. The following &cerpt describesd®er shortly after thewere married.

The Grand Du&’s head vas full of childish tricks; surrounded by his samts, in whom alone
he took ag interest, he occupied himself constantly with playing at soldiers.

| should certainly hee loved my young husband if he had only wished to be amiable or
could hae keen so.But in the early days of our marriage | came to a bad conclusion about
him. | said to myself: “If you lee tis man you will be the most unhgpgreature on God’
earth; your innermost being will demand resporBat the man scarcely tak aiy notice of
you. Hescarcely talks of arthing lut dolls and he comes near to paying more attention to
evay other woman than he does to yoiou are too proud to complain about it; so ¢adare,
please, rgading ary tenderness tward this gentleman.Think of yourself first, Madame.
This first impression, made on a heart as softas vemained with me; and this ideavere
again went out of my mind.

But naturally | wvas on my guard agnst letting ap word escape me about my firm
resole, which vas neer to love anyone deotedly who would not revard me with an unlim-
ited responseBut as my heart as constructed, it euld hare kelonged wholly and com-
pletely to a husband whoved me and from whom | had no cause to fear all the mortifica-
tions that were allotted to me from minkehavealways regarded jealousydoubt, mistrust,
and all that proceeds from them as the greatest misfortune and #ways been covinced
it is in the husband’power to hae hs wife love hm if she is good-hearted and amiably dis-
posed. Kindnesand good manners on the husbansrt will always win her heart.

In the following &cerpt, one becomes mnecaware o Catherines irritation with her husband, her
general unhappiness, and her seeking of solaceading

The Grand Duk& had at that time only tavoccupations: part of the time he scraped his
violin and the rest of the time he trained dogs, the so-called Charlots, for huhtives
obliged to listen from s@n o'clock in the morning until late in the night either to the-ear
splitting discords that he vigorously dréorth from his fiddle or to the barking and terrible
howling of five ar six dogs that he cudgeled horribly the whole day throughust say that |
was beside myself and sigfred terribly from both kinds of music that tortured my ear drums
from early morning till late into the nightExcepting perhaps the dogs, no onaswas
unhappy as | was. ‘et | read something; | had underakat the time to read théistory of
Germanyby Peter Barre, Canon of St. Geige, in nine wlumes quarto.In the course of
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the winter and a part of the spring | read all nine through.

Soon the Gand Dulke began taking inteest in other women in the court, wiigerved to humili-
ate Catherine She tried to hide her feelings of humiliatiowrin other peopleout, as the follow-
ing description indicates, it was sometime$idift for her to do so.

In the &ening, we played cards; thisas folloved by supperOne evening | had a bad
headache; | had to kea the table and go to bed’he Grand Du& had on this gening paid
court to the Princess of Courland more thaswis usual custom, which Madame Vladisla
had obsergd through some crack oeyhole. Incidentally she possessed the praisethy
habit of satisfying her curiosity in thisay When | went to my room to undress, she could
not refrain from seeking the reason for my indisposition in my jealousy of the Pririess.
began by saying all manner of ill about hewhereby His Imperial Highness also came in for
severe thrusts because of his bad taste and his relation to me, for which she had all manner of
descriptve terms. Madamé/ladislav’s talk, although it vas in my &va, made me weepl
could not endure the thought that | had arousgbtay’s pty and she had let me see that she
sympathized with my position.

| went to bed and fell asleehe Grand Du&, very much intoxicated, came to bed at
last; for in the first nine years of our marriage heendept arywhere lut in my bed. Later
however, he dept there ht seldom; that is a peculiarity that in my opinion is not without
importance in vie/ of the state of things that | i@ dready mentioned.*

As | lay in bed, hewsakened me, although he kwehat | was ill, and bgan to talk about
the Princes of Courland, of her personal charm, her talents, and her giftversation.

My imagination had been aroused by Madam Vladislaords, my head as not quite
clear on account of the pain, and asvindignant at the lack of considerationwhdy this
intoxicated man whoveakened me only to talk about unpleasant thin§®. | replied with a
few words, in which my bad humoras not wholly repressed, and pretended to go to sleep
acain. Bothof these things angered hirile gaveme a couple of rude thrusts in the side with
his elbav, turned his back on me and went to sleep.

* This last passage, gi@ning with “for in the first nine years of our marriage ” was deleted from the first Rus-
sian edition of CatherineMemoiis published in 1907 by the Academy of Sciences in St. PefrgrsiMostlikely,
the concern was that this passageould give the impression that Peteraw not thedther of Cathering’on Raul,
who later became emperor in higroright. Paul was born in 1754, nine years after Catherine and Peter ma#ted.
the time there were rumors thatuPwas not Petes’ n, which brought his tgtimacy into question.



58

This nav treatment \as \ery painful to me.l wept the whole nightwer it but was on my
guard aginst saying a wrd about it to ayone. Whethethe Grand Du& had fogotten it the
next morning, or whether heag ashamed of it, in grcase he said not aond about it and
never afterwards did he mention the occurrence to me.

In 1762, the Empss Elizabeth died andefer succeeded to the time Assassination or a coup
d’etat wee ways for the ruling elite to deal with mormhs who did not carry out mrgrams in the
interest of themselves and the ruling class, or whose actioaatémed the tgtimacy of the rul-
ing structue. And Reter’s autrageous behavior certainly tested thagigmacy In the following
excerpt, Catherine describes her husbangischievousness at the furarof the Empess Eliza-
beth. Thistype of behavior was seen as undermining the dignity of the position ofoerapdr
ultimately led to Bter’s overthrow. Catherine was particularly éénded by &ter’s actions at the
funeral because of her fction for Elizabeth.

the Emperor \&s in a particularly good mood that dapd during the sad ceremgnhe
invented a @me for himself.He lingered from time to time behind the hearse andvatioit

to adwance about thirty sashen [about 70 yards], and theroh&lwun to catch up with it as
fast as he could.The elder courtiers, who carried the train of his black robe of state, espe-
cially Lord Marshal Count Sheremetevho had the end of the mantle, could ne¢f up with

him and were obliged to let the mantle gis the wind blev it out, Peter 11l vas still more
delighted, and repeated the godeveaal times. So it happened that | and all who felled him
remained &r back behind the dof. Finally a message had to be sent up to the front and the
whole mourning procession halted until those who were behind could catclainp &giti-
cism of the Emperos’ autrageous belvér spread rapidly and his unsuitable deportmeas w
the subject of much talk.

Within six months &er Ill had abdicated the tbne and Catherine became the rul&iven the
years d unhappiness shexperienced, it must have given her some pleatupen the following
words in a letter to Countdhiatowski on Agust 2, 1762, concerning the last daysetePlll.
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Catherine Writes to Poniatski About Petes Demise

Peter Il abdicated in Oranienbaum in complete freedom, surrounded by 1590 Holstein-
ers, and came with Elisabetlordntsw, Gudovich, and Izamile to Peterhof, where | ave
him six oficers and seeral soldiers as a guard.. .

Then | sent the deposed Emperaorder the command of Aleksei Ovlavith four officers
and a drision of peaceful chosen people, to a remote amnyg pleasant place called Ropsha,
25 wersts from Petersing, while decent and suitable quarters were fitted up in Schluggelb
and so had time to prvmle relays of horses for him.

But the good God arranged it otherwishe anxiety had caused him tovhadarrhea,
which lasted for three days and still continued on the foudih.this day he drank immoder
ately for he had eerything he vanted &cept his freedom(He had incidentally agd for his
mistress, his dog, his g, and his violin; bt in order to woid a scandal and prent increas-
ing the ecitement of his guards | had only sent him the last threle)was attackd by a
hemorrhoidal colic and ¥er fantasies. & two days he was in this condition; this as fol-
lowed by great weakness and in spite of all that medical aid could do he breathed his last,
after he had askl for a Lutheran pastor

| feared the dicers might hae pisoned him.Therefore, | had the body dissectdglt
it was completely pneed that not the least trace of poisoxisted. Hisstomach was quite
healtty, but an inflammation of the intestines and a fit of apoplead carried him &f His
heart vas unusually small and quite shrenk

1. If you had been Catherine in the days at court leefbe became emegss, how would you
have tried to potect youself fom unhappiness?

2. Doyou think Catherine was being unfair ovesly biased in her descriptions oéter IlI's
behavior?

3. Canyou think of any>amples of outigeous behavior on the part of membef other ruling
families?

5 Memoiis o Catherine the Geat trans. Katherine Anthgn New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1927, pp. 92-93, 168,
205-206, 293-294, 315-316.
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XV
Official Documents: The British Colonies in America Beak Avay from England

By duly 1776, it seemed a fegone conclusion that the British colonies in America would
declae their independence A long series of confintations, demonsitions, and potests,
including the Boston€l Rarty, the Boston Massaer and outright conflict between British and
colonial forces had akady occured. Theoffensive behavior of King Gege Il is documented
in detail in the Declaation. Inreading though the list of complaints, onedies to wonder why
the Declaation was not issued soonespecially if British teatment of the colonies was so bru-
tal.

The Declaration of Independence

When in the course of humaweats, it becomes necessary for one people to dsdudy
political bands which hae omnnected them with anothend to assume among thewers of
the earth, the separate and equal station to which the b& Nature and of Natue'God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires thahthdd declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.

We lold these truths to be seNddent, that all men are created equal, thay the
endaved by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happines3hat to secure these rights, \v@nments are instituted among
Men, derving their just pavers from the consent of thegoned. Thatwheneer any Fam
of Government becomes destruai d these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute meGovernment, laying its foundations on such principles and
organizing its pavers in such form, as to them shall seem mostylito efect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudencedeed will dictate that G@rnments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordinglyxpétrience hath sk, that
mankind are more disposed to feufwhile evils are suflerable, than to right themsels by
abolishing the forms to which theare accustomedBut when a long train of alses and
usurpations, pursuingvariably the same objectymces a design to reduce them under abso-
lute Despotism, it is their right, it is their dutg throw off such Gaowernment, and to prade
new Guards for their future securitysuch has been the patient feménce of these Colonies;
and such is ne the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systemsvefnso
ment. Thehistory of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all hang in direct object the establishment of an absolyt@nry over these
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States. @ prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candidnid.

He has refused his assent twda the most wholesome and necessary for the public
good. Hehas forbidden his Gernors to pass bas of immediate and pressing importance
unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained, and when so suspended,
he has utterly rdected to attend them.

He has refused to pass othemisafor the accommodation of gg districts of people,
unless those peopleowld relinquish the right of Representation in thegisklture, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only

He has called togethergislatve lodies at places, unusual, uncomfortable, and distant
from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purposatigiiing them into com-
pliance with his measures.

He has dissokd Representat Houses repeatedlyor opposing with manly firmness
his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected,;
whereby the Lgislatve pwers, incapable of Annihilation, e returned to the People at
large for their gercise; the State remaining in the meantimposed to all the dangers of
invasion from without, and camilsions within.

He has endeared to pregent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing
the Lawvs of Naturalization of éreigners: refusing to pass others to encourage their migration
hither, and raising the conditions of weAppropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assentww® foa
establishing Judiciary peers.

He has made Judges dependent on hisalgne, for the tenure of their fides, and the
amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of W®ffices, and sent hither awns of Oficers to harass
our people, and eat out their substance.

He has kpt among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies, without the Consent of our
legislatures.

He has dected to render the Military independent of and superior to tegower.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution
and unacknwledged by our Mas; gving his Assent to their Acts of pretendedglstation:

For quartering lage bodies of armed troops among ust protecting them by a mockidl
from punishment for anMurders which thg should commit on the Inhabitants of these
States: Br cutting of our Trade with all parts of the avld: For imposing &xes on us without
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our consent: & deprving us in mag cases of the benefits ofidl by Jury: r transporting
us bgond Seas to be tried for pretendeten$es: br abolishing the free System of English
Laws in a neighboring Puinces, establishing therein an Arbitrarywvgonment, and enlging

its Boundaries so as to render it at once xample and fit instrument for introducing the
same absolute rule into these Colonies: taking avay our Charters, abolishing our most
vauable Lavs and altering fundamentally therfs of our Geernments: Br suspending our
own Legslatures and declaring themsedvirvested with paver to lgyislate for us in all cases
whatsoser.

He has abdicated gernment here by declaring us out of his Protection aaging \\ar
aguinst us.

He has plundered our seasyjished our Coastsunt our tavns, and destyed the es
of our people.

He is at this time transporting ¢ Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete tloeks
of death, desolation and tyranrdready bgun with circumstance of cruelty and perfidy
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totallgringwthe Head of a wilized
nation.

He has constrained our feNoCitizens talen Captre an the high Seas to bear Arms
against their Countryto become the »ecutioners of their friends and Brethren, or &l f
themseles by their Hands.

He has rcited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endea to bring on the
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indiana8as, whose knvan rule of warfare is an
undistinguished destruction of all agesgeseand conditions.In every stage of these Oppres-
sions W& havePetitioned for Redress in the most humble ter@ar repeated Petitions V&
been answered only by repeated injéxyPrince, whose character is thus medlby eery act
which may define ayFant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free peophor have We been vanting
in attention to our British brethrenlVe havewarned them from time to time of attempts by
their lggislature to gtend an unarrantable jurisdictionwer us. We havereminded them of
the circumstances of our emigration and settlement Néke have appealed to their nat
justice and magnanimityand we hae @njured them by the ties of our common kindred to
disavow these usurpations, whichowld inevitably interrupt our connections and correspon-
dence. Thgtoo have keen deaf to theoice of justice and of consanguinitWe nmust, there-
fore, acquiesce in the necessihich denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold
the rest of mankind, Enemies iraMin Peace Friends.
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We, therefore, the Representass of the United States of America, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of tdrlfor the rectitude of our intentions
do, in the Name, and by authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, Free and Independent
States; that theare Absohed from all Allegiance to the British Cwen, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain is and ought to be totallyedissolv
and that as Free and Independent Stateg, Hinee full Power to levy War, conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Indepen-
dent States may of right déAnd for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on
the protection of Diine Pravidence, we mutually pledge to each other owes, our or-
tunes, and our sacred Honor

But only a year earlieron July 8, 1775, the Second Continental Cass; whib included
twenty-five of the same people who later signed the Reicarof Independenceent a very dif-
ferent document to King Gege lIl. At the time the Continental Coregs dafted this so-called
“Olive Brandh” Petition, hostilities had already occured between colonial foes and British
troops at Lgington, Concat, and Charlestown (Beds Hill), and Geoge Washington had
taken command of the colonial army that was lggeig the British in BostonBut in the “Olive
Branch” Petition, thee is no tone of defiangeno accusations of Gege Il as a tyant, and no
expression of self-righteous indignation at the policies of the Britisleigunent. Insteadhe
Petition presents just the opposite inpsion, as we see $urewlutionary fiebrands as dhn
Hancok, Samuel Adams,olin Adams, Ry Sherman, Robert R. Livingston,., JBenjamin
Franklin, Patrick Henry, Thomas éfferson, etc., adopt aespectful postar in presenting their
“humble petition” and in paising the “mild and just geernment” of “[tlhe union between . .
Mother Country and these colonfe$n this Retition, the Continental Congss places the blame
for the dificulties between the colonies ande@t Britain on the King ministers and appeals to
the Kings “magnanimity and benmlence” to ectify the situation.The document closes with a
reaffirmation that the signerare the “most dutiful subjects and the modieationate colonists”
of the kingwho the fervently pay “may enjoy along [sic] & ppspepus eign’

What we see heiis a last-ditdh effort on the part of the memlsed the Second Continental
Congess to eath some econciliation with the geernment of Geat Britain. By blaming the
king’s ministers as the souce of the poblems, the signerd this Retition are providing a means
for Geoge lll to reverse the British geernment policies and to save face while doing sthey
were well aware that King Geoge kew of and appoved the various Acts pviously imposed on
the American coloniesAnd it is not clear whathlance thg thought thg had for success,ub
given the alternative—a violent confligainst one of the major military powsed the world in
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which victory was no means guamteed or een likely—a final adent appeal may well have
served to save lives andoperty If the appeal was turned down, as it indeed was, then the lead-
ers d the American colonies could embark upon an irettion knowing full well that tlyehad
exhausted all peaceful means ebolving the issues that septad them fsm the British geern-
ment.

The “Olive Branch” Petition

To the Kings mostxcellent Majesty
Most gracious sgereign,

We your Majestys faithful subjects of the colonies of WeHampshire, Massachusetts
bay, Rhode-island and Pvadence plantations, Connecticut, W&ork, New Jersg, Pennsyl-
vania, the counties of NeCastle kent & Susse on Delavare, Maryland, VWfginia, North-
Carolina and South Carolina in behalf of ourssland the inhabitants of these colonies, who
have deputed us to represent them in general Congress, entreat your Majestpus atten-
tion to this our humble petition.

The union between our Mother Country and these colonies, and tlyy efenild and
just gorernment, produced benefits so remarkably important aoddatl such an assurance
of their permanencand increase, that theomder and ery of other nations werexeited,
while they beheld Great Britain rising to a wer the most raordinary the wrld had &er
known.

Her rivals observing, that thereas no probability of this hagpgonnection being bran
by cwil dissentions, and apprehending its futurée@t if left ary longer undisturbed,
resohed to preent her receiing such continual and formidable accessions of wealth and
strength, by checking the grth of those settlements from which yheere to be devied.

In the prosecution of this attemptjeats so urdvaurable to the design took place, that
evay friend to the interests of Great Britain and these colonies entertained pleasing and rea-
sonable epectations of seeing an additional force artemtion immediately gien to the
operations of the union hithertoxperienced, by an engement of the dominions of the
crown, and the rema@l of ancient and \arlike enemies to a greater distance.

At the conclusion therefore of the lat@amthe most glorious and adntageous thatver
had been carried on by British arms, yowmallocolonists hang contrikuted to its success, by
such repeated and strenuonergons, as frequently procured them the distinguished approba-
tion of your Majestyof the late king, and ofdliament, doubted notubthat thg should be
permitted with the rest of the empire, to share in the blessings of peace and the emoluments of
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victory and conquest.*While these recent and honorable asidealgments of their merits
remained on record in the journals and acts of that augyistaleire the parliament, unde-
faced by the imputation oven the suspicion of gnoffence, thg were alarmed by a nesys-

tem of Statutes andgelations adopted for the administration of the colonies, that filled their
minds with the most painful fears & jealousies; and to thekpressible astonishment, per
ceived the dangers of a foreign quarrel quickly succeeded by domestick dangers, in their judg-
ment of a more dreadful kind.

Nor were their anxieties allated by ag tendeng in this system to promote the wetlé
of their Mother country: & 'tho its efects were more immediately felt by them, yet its influ-
ence appeared to be injurious to the commerce and prosperity of Great Britain.

We dhall decline the ungrateful task of describing the irksoargety of artifices prac-
tised by map of your Majestys ministers, the delusi pretences, fruitless terrors, and
unavailing severities, that hae from time to time been dealt out by them in their attempts to
execute this impolitic plan, or of traceing thro’ a series of years past the progress of the
unhappy differences between Great Britain and these colonies, thaflbeved from this &tal
source.

Your Majestys ministers perseering in their measures and proceeding to open hostilities
for enforcing them, hae cmpelled us to arm in oumm' defence, and va exgaged us in a
controversy so peculiarly abhorrent to thdeadtions of your still &ithful colonists, that where
we consider whom we must oppose in this contest and if it continues what may be the conse-
guences, ounen particular misfortunes are accounted by us, only as parts of our distress.

Knowing, to what violent resentments and incurable animositiei§ descords are apt to
exasperate and inflame the contending parties, we think oessedquired by indispensable
obligations to Almighty God, to your Majestyp our fellow subjects and to oursedg, imme-
diately to use all the means in oumy not incompatible with our safetfor stopping the
further efusion of blood, and forwerting the impending calamities that threaten the British
empire.

Thus called upon to address your Majesty dairaf of such moment to America and
probably to all your dominions, we are earnestly desirous of performing fius with the
utmost deference for your Majesty; and we therefore, pinay your rgal magnanimity and
beneolence may mak the most &vaurable construction of oupressions on so uncommon

* The reference is to the French and Indiaar {1 754-1760).
T The word ownwas alded later abee the line in the same hand.
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an occasion Could we represent in their full force the sentiments that agitate the minds of us
your dutiful subjects, we are persuaded, your Majesiylavasscribe [sic] anseeming deia-
tion from reverence, in our language, angea in our conduct, not to anreprehensible inten-
tion, kut to the impossibility of reconciling the usual appearances of respect with a just atten-
tion to our evn preserdation aginst those artful and cruel enemies, whasabyour rgal con-
fidence and authority for the purpose déefing our destruction.

Attached to your Majestys persoayiily and ggernment with all the deotion that prin-
ciple and dection can inspire, connected with Great Britain by the strongest ties that can
unite societies and deploringreey event that tends in gndegee to weak&n them, we
solemnly assure your Majestthat we not only most ardently desire the former hagmon
between her and these colonies may be restorgdthbt a concord may be established
between them upon so firm a basis, as to perpetuate its blessings uninterruptefubyran
dissentions to succeeding generations in both countries, and to transmit your Majestys name
to posterity adorned with that signal and lasting glory that has attended the memory of those
illustrious personages, whose virtues and abilitie® letricated states from dangerous con-
vulsions, and by securing happiness to otheve la@cted the most noble and durable monu-
ments to theirwn fame.

We keg keare further to assure your Majesthiat not withstanding the dafings of your
loyal colonists during the course of the present ceoatsy, our breasts retain too tender a
regard for the kingdom from which we dea aur origin, to request such a reconciliation, as
might in aty manner be inconsistent with her dignity or her wedf Theserelated as we are
to her honor & duty as well as inclination induce us to support andatbe; and the appre-
hensions that ne oppress our hearts with unspeakable greif [sic], being oncevegimgour
Majesty will find your &ithful subjects on this continent, ready and willing at all times, as
they ever havebeen, with their lfes and fortunes to assert and maintain the rights and-inter
ests of your Majesty and of our Mother country

We therefore beseech your Majestiyat your rgal authority and influence may be gra-
ciously interposed to procure us releif [sic] from odlicing fears and jealousies occasioned
by the System before mentioned, and to settle peaceuanp art of your dominions, with
all humility submitting to your Majestg’'wise consideration, whether it may not bpedient
for facilitating those important purposes, that your Majesty be pleased to direct some mode by
which the united applications of youaithful colonists to the throne in pursuance of their
common councils may be impm@l into a happ and permanent reconciliation; and that in the
mean time, measures be d¢akfor preenting the further destruction of thevds o your
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Majesty’s aubjects; and that such Statutes as more immediately disties$ your Majestys
colonies be repealed=or by such arrangements as your Majestys wisdom can form, for col-
lecting the united sense of your American people, we areirsmad, your Majesty wuld
receve such satishctory proofs of the disposition of the colonistwaals their Sgereign and
the parent State, that the wished for opportunibuld soon* berestored [sic] to them, of
evincing the sincerity of their professions byes/ testimory of devaion becoming the most
dutiful subjects and the mosftettionate colonists.

That your Majesty may enyaalong [sic] & prosperous reign, and that your descendants
may gaern your dominions with honor to themse$sand happiness to their subjects is our
sincere ferent prayert

1. Reacahrough the “Olive Banch” Petition as though you did not know who the signeare.
See if you can find any similarities between it and the Detiter of Independence that would
lead you to conclude that many of the same people that signed it also signed thatiDaatdr
Independence one year later

2. Mostpeople ae familiar with the opening lines of the Dedddion of Independencéut fewer
people emember the list of complaintgainst Geoge lll. Which complaints do you find most
surprising?

3. Whatdo you think led the memlsedf the Continental Congss to bang from bHaming the
king’s ministers in July 1775 to blaming the king himself ialy) 17767

4. \\ere the poblems described in the “Olive &nch” Petition the same as, similar to, or feif-
ent flom those described in the Dedéion of Independence?

" The word soonwas alded later abee the line in the same hand.

T 1 publish this tet according to theacsimile found in Randolph G. Adanmihe “Olive Brandh” Petition: To King
Geomge Il of England fom the Second Continental Coegs Signed byokty-Six of Its Member New York, Amer

ican Art Association Anderson Galleries, 1932, no paginatiomish to thank Clark Baxter for dsng my atten-

tion to the “Olve Branch” Petition and for pointing out to me its sharp contrast with the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.
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XV
Diplomatic Corr espondence:
Lin Tse-hsu and King Lobengula Write to Queen \ttoria

The British had been attempting to opeade with China since the earlyvamteenth cen-
tury, but China peferred to eject that tade claiming that it needed nothingdim the \Wst.
From the end of the eighteenth centuryoiingh the fist half of the nineteenth centuBritish
meichants bgan to mak some headway inade with China. The poblem was to find a pduct
that the Chinese wantedl'he British meshants soon found that pduct—the addictive drug
opium. Geat Britain had been importing tea and silkrfr China for a number of decadeBhe
British ships then carried cotton good®rr England to India.Merchants loaded those same
ships with opium in India bound for Chindhis thee-corneed trade poved to be pofitable So
when the Chinese tried togsribit the import of opium, the British nobants complained to the
British government. Th&hinese dfcial Lin Tse-hsu, whom the Empeihad placed in lsarge
of stopping the drug smgting, wrote a letter of complaint to Queercibria. His protests fell
on deaf eas and China soon found itselfvalved in a war with Ggat Britain that it lost.As a
result of the Opium W of 1839-1840, the Britistekt open the pfitable drug tade to China.

1)
Lin Tse-hsu Protests to Queeittdria About Opium

His Majesty the Emperor comforts and cherishes foreigners as well as Chineseshe lo
all the people in the arld without discrimination.Wheneer profit is found, he wishes to
share it with all men; whemer harm appears, he Bise will eliminate it on behalf of all of
mankind. Hisheart is in &ct the heart of the whole werse.

Generally speaking, the succeeding rulers of your honorable counéyden respected
and obedient.Time and agin the havesent petitions to China, saying: 8\re grateful to
His Majesty the Emperor for the impartial armydrable treatment he has granted to the citi-
zens of my country who ke come to China to tradegtc. | am pleased to learn that you, as
the ruler of your honorable countrgre thoroughly &miliar with the principle of righteous-
ness and are grateful for thevér that His Majesty the Emperor has b&gtd upon your sub-
jects. Becausef this fact, the Celestial Empire, follong its traditional polig of treating
foreigners with kindness, has been doubly considerai@ds the people from Englandiou
have traded in China for almost 200 years, and as a result, your country has becomg wealth
and prosperous.

As this trade has lasted for a long time, there are bound to be unscrupulous as well as
honest tradersAmong the unscrupulous are those who bring opium to China to harm the
Chinese; the succeed so well that this poison has spreadahd wide in all the puinces.
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You, | hope, will certainly agree that people who pursue mateaiabdo the great detriment
of the welfire of others can be neither tolerated byvdeaor endured by men. . .

Your country is more than 60,000 from China. The purpose of your ships in coming
to China is to realize a Ige profit. Since this profit is realized in China and is actftalen
awgy from the Chinese people, vaacan foreigners return injury for the benefit yhieave
receved by sending this poison to harm their beaetbrs? Thg may not intend to harm oth-
ers on purposeub the fict remains that tiyeare so obsessed with materialiig that thg have
no concern whater for the harm thgcan cause to otherddave they no conscience? have
heard that you strictly prohibit opium in yowvie country indicating unmistakably that you
know how harmful opium is. You do not wish opium to harm yourwn country but you
choose to bring that harm to other countries such as Ciing?

The products that originate from China are all useful iteifsey are good for food and
other purposes and are easy to skHlhs China produced one item that is harmful to foreign
countries? Br instance, tea and rhubarb are so important to foreigneshdiod that thg
have b consume themwery day Were China to concern herself only with hemoadantage
without shaeving ary regad for other peopls welfare, hav could foreigners continue tovi?
Foreign products lik woolen cloth and beiges rely on Chinese raaterials such as silk for
their manuécturing. HadChina sought only hemmn adwantage, where ould the foreigners’
profit come from?The products that foreign countries need angeha import from China
are too numerous to enumerate: from food products such as molasses,agh@gassia to
useful necessities such as silk and porcelaime imported goods from foreign countries, on
the other hand, are merely playthings that can be easily dispensed with without caugling an
effect. Sinewe do not need these things reallypat harm wuld come if we should decide to
stop foreign trade altogetherPhe reason whwe unhesitantly allav foreigners to ship out
such Chinese products as tea and silk is that we feel thatwsh#rere is an adntage, it
should be shared by all the people in thoeld . . .

| haveheard that you are a kind, compassionate mondraim sure that you will not do
to others what you yourself do not desitehavealso heard that you wea instructed eery
British ship that sails for Canton not to bringygmohibited goods to Chinalt seems that
your poligy is & enlightened as it is properThe fact that British ships a cntinued to
bring opium to China results perhaps from the impossibility of making a thorough inspection
of all of them aving to their lage numbers.| am snding you this letter to reiterate the

* This distance is equalent to about 20,000 miles and is computed according to the distance ships had to tra
between England and China.
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seriousness with which we enforce the laf the Celestial Empire and to neakure that mer
chants from your honorable country will not attempt to violateairag

| haveheard that the areas under your direct jurisdiction such as London, Scotland, and
Ireland do not produce opium; it is produced instead in your Indian possessions such as Ben-
gd, Madras, BombagyPatna, and Mala. In these possessions the English people not only
plant opium poppies that stretch from one mountain to anotieldo opendctories to man-
ufacture this terrible drugAs months accumulate and years passthm poison thg have
produced increases in its wak intensity and its repugnant odor reaches as high as the sk
Heaven is furious with angerand all the gods are moaning with pailt!is hereby suggested
that you destrp and plov under all of these opium plants andgrtood crops instead, while
issuing an order to punishveeely aryone who dares to plant opium poppiesiag If you
adopt this polig of love © as to produce good andxéerminate wil, Heaven will protect you,
and gods will bring you good fortunéloreover, you will enjoy a long life and be mgarded
with a multitude of children and grandchildren, you can bring happiness to others as well as
yourself. Wly do you not do it?

The right of foreigners to reside in China is a spe@abrf granted by the Celestial
Empire, and the profits tiidavemade are those realized in Chirnfas time passes bgome
of them stay in China for a longer period tharytte in their avn country For every govern-
ment, past or present, one of its primary functions is to educate all the peiogievithin its
jurisdiction, foreigners as well as itsvo citizens, about thewaand to punish them if the
choose to violate itSince a foreigner who goes to England to trade has tptbbeEnglish
law, how can an Englishman not op¢he Chinese l& when he is pysically within China?
The present la calls for the imposition of the death sentence oy @ninese who has ped-
dled or smokd opium. Since a Chinese could not peddle or sengiium if foreigners had
not brought it to China, it is clear that the true culprits of a Chisekath as a result of an
opium cowiction are the opium traders from foreign countriBging the cause of other peo-
ple’s death, wly should theg themseles be spared from capital punishme#t™urderer of
one person is subject to the death sentence; just imagnenany people opium has killed!
This is the rationale behind thewdaw that says that gnforeigner who brings opium to
China will be sentenced to death by hanging or beheadhg.purpose is to eliminate this
poison once and for all and to the benefit of all mankind.®

1. True to his Confucian education, Lin Tse-hsu uses a numbeigomants based on nabr

6 Dun J. Li,China in Fansition 1517—191,1New York, Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1969, pp. 64—67.
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force to pesuade Queenitforia to stop the opium &ade How many sut arguments can you
find in this letter?

2. Somef Lin Tse-hsis aguments ag faulty either because thiere internally fallacious, suc
as post hoc ayo propter hoor they do not correspond to x@ernal rality. How many of the
arguments that you found in question & &llacious for one or the otheeason?

When Cecil Rhodes wasilding his economic em@rin Suth Africa, he had visions of a
Cape to Caio telggraph, then ailroad. Oneof the poblems was thexetence of tribes in
between South Africa and Egypt that would enalch communication and &msportation con-
nections gtremely dificult if not impossible Rhodes, being a dynamiasinessman was not
about to allow a fe tribal kings thwart his vision and by hook or byak he intended to fulfill
it. Here, me of the victims of Rhodes’ vision and methods writes a letter of complaint to Queen
Victoria. It does not contain Lin Tse-hsueasonings and guments, bt it was no mar suc-
cessful in aieving redress.

2)
King Lobengula Protests to Queeittdria About Cecil Rhodes
Some time ago a party of men came into my couttteyprincipal one appearing to be a

man called RuddThey asked me for a place to dig gold and saidytiv®uld give nme certain
things for the right to do sol told them to bring what tlyewould and | vould shev them
what | would give. A document vas written and presented to me for signatdrasked what
it contained, and as told that in it were my avds and the wards of those menl put my
hand to it. About three months afteawds | heard from other sources that | hadygby that
document the right to all the minerals in my country

1. Thehistorian Carl Beker commented on this letter that “[tlhus Lobengula lost his country
but learned something of Eppean “civilization. D o you think that is a fair comment to neak
about Euopean civilization?

2. Besideghe fact that Queeniaforia chose not toespond to either lettewhat similarities do
you see between the two lester

7 From Carl L. Beckr, Modern History: The Rise of Dematic, Scientific, and Industrialized Civilizatiphew
York, Silver, Burdett, 1935, p. 603.
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XVI
Autobiography: Sir Harry H. J ohnston’s Account
of His Encounter with King Jaja of Opobo

Autobiography pesents its own compléssues of idence and bias for the historiai©n
the one hand, the pswn writing the autobigraphy is, for the most part, describingeats and
people that he or she has seeredily On the other hand, the autolgmpher may be seeing
only part of a lager picture and may be enhancing their own importance in thenes being
described. Pople writing about themselves ungtand their own motivesub may not under
stand those of other Inthe following &cerpt fom his autobigraphy Sr Harry H. Johnston,
who was British Consul to the ea that is now geerned by Nigria, describes his encounter
with King Jja of Opobo.Note how dhnston justifies his own actionsths suspicious and wary
of those of dja. Atissue is the &ade in palm oil down the Neg River to waiting British mer
chants in the delta who would carry the oil to England for various uses.

Jaja had bgun life as the sla d the King or one of the chiefs of Boyinl could neer
ascertain decidedly what part of the Niger Delta haegnghim birth, kut | think he vas an
Ibo, from Bende, and & sold as a sla when he vas twelhe years old. During the ‘fifties
and 5ixties he had become natarthy by his ability. In the 'seventies he seems to V& cefi-
nitely settled dan on the banks of the Opobo, aeriwhich though it has seral estuarine
creek connections with the main Nigeaswdenved from independent sources in the 1bo coun-
try. From being a trusted sla rading for his master Jaja rose to the position of an indepen-
dent chieftain. The British var vessels visited his wn occasionally; their commanders found
him intelligent and hospitable, heaye them amusing entertainments and elaborate feasts.
Among other gtraordinary persons attracted to his “courtisvan American Ngess from
Liberia: Emma Jaja Johnson, as she styled herkdiin’t think she vas &er a wife of Jaja:
she vas elderly andery plain. But she had become his secretafter being goerness to his
children. et she lookd into his theory of dispute with the Consuls and told him he had no
“case’

The point vas this: Jaja, early in his history as an independent chieftain—for he had been
recognized as such by Consuvibigstone* who made a treaty with him in 1873—wished to
constitute palm oil and palneknels throughout all his domain hiwm monopoly He would

* Charles Lvingstone the brother of Dl who was gien this consulate after the Zambezi Expedition.



73

farm the palm forests of the interjdie the sole seller of their oil products, and compensate
the natves who brought in the oil or theeknels. Hean fact would do all the trade; and as he
had fixed a price at which the European merchants couidtbese things from him, he
resented the fluctuations ialue of palm oil in the European matkand the consequent occa-
sional change of purchase price on the part of the merchaftés. several years of disputes,
he selected one firm with an aggr@t Opobo—Messrs. AMiller Brothers of Glasge—and
sent all the oil to them.

No doubt the laye and constant quantity he placed at their disposal compensated them
for the slightly increased cost in the purchase; oy thay hare hoped that if the other firms
had to abandon Opobo andytsecured the monopoly thienmight bring Jaja to reasongad-
ing the selling price At any rate thg had had in force a monopoly of oil purchase for some
two years in the Opobo district, which materially increased the prosperity of their firm.

Amongst the questions to be selvwas the area of Jagterritory. If it were only ten
square miles from the coast inland and could bedfat that, it might hee been better arth
while to consider this ten square miles as beingslagsonal propertyhis “farm; the pro-
duce of which he could dispose of as he pleagd.the Opobo Rier and its mouth with a
“good” bar was the port for all the eastern portion of the Niger Delta, east ofyBamahwest
of the Cross Reer (Old Calabar).

Jaja had been spending a proportion of his great wealth on the purchase oflesar
it was said he had four thousand—andessd small field pieces, andas from month to
month making himself the great Chief of the eastern half of the Niger Dé#tavas seeking
to become thewerlord of the vigorous Ibo people behind hisasmps, and had gen to send
armed men to formagrisons on all the ver mouths between Opobo and the CrosgeRiIn
fact when | arnved & the Niger Delta in 1885 and took stock of the situation | decided there
were two powerful natve gates with whom one had to deal carefully: The kingdom of Benin
on the west—uwith its important coast viceratty under the chief Nana; and Opobo, under
Jaja, to the east of the maiwveri | had no quarrel with Nana or Benin, perhaps because
before | visited them | had settled the Opobo questionJ&ja represented the whole crisis of
our Protectoratever southern Nigeria: our attempt to establish freedom of trade.

| went to Opobo in Jujyi887. Onthe east bank of the estuary were fiwerpool firms,
members of the African Association ofverpool; on the west bank ag one, Messrs. A.
Miller Brothers of Glasgw. Jaja’s chief tovn was on the west bank,\&eal miles from its
mouth. Thefive firms had been obstructed in commerce for a year or more becayse the
wanted to trade direct with the nedi producers of the oil and not through Jaja, at daja’
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prices. . . .Miller Brothers in those days stood apart, independentyf.aague or Associ-
ation, though thewere credited with possessing an understanding with thial Riiger Com-
pary. The firms of The African Association had a year oo fweviously brought out to
Opobo steam launches or littlevesi steamers. The proposed sending these to the inland
marlkets, near the plantations of oil palms, and theéhepurchasing and transporting to the
port at the mouth of the Opobo the palm oil and padmméls of the interior ly@nd the man-
grove svamps.

Jaja answered this mament by barring the &y to naigation with booms slung across
the river where it narrved and digging narve canals for the passage of his trading canoes;
and when | had purposely struck into therst of these booms and ordered its reshas an
illegd bar to the naigation of the Niger xiers he further obstructed trade by threatening the
Ibo and Kw peoples with punishment if theshould bring their oil for sale gwhere else
than to his marét places or (possibly) to Messrs. Miller Brothers’ house.

Jaja loolked upon Consul Heett's departure as a moral victory: he considered he had
driven him home and that it auld be easy further to establish his position lwngi a hand-
some entertainment to the Britistammessels which might occasionally visit theerimouth
and hear of the res@ness of the fig firms exccluded from the local tradeMy arrival came as
a dsagreeable surprise, enhanced by my youthful appearaickrst he declined \en to
discuss the mattetelling me my “athey” Consul Hevett, had gone home and that he could
only resume the discussion when he returreshowed him hevever one or two despatches
from the Foreign Ofice asking for a full report on the Opobofidifilty and pointed out that
they were addressed to me personally as Acting Coridokeover | had come to the Opobo
River in a gunboat, theGoshawk under Lieut.-Commander Pelly who stayed with me till the
end of the contneersy.

Captain Hand of thdRoyalistwas the senior naa officer in command on the &%t
African station and he met me in Opobo and lent me considerable assistance, making a jour
ney with me under much discomfort and some danger to ¢rge\of the Ibo country to sat-
isfy himself that Jaja &s really causing the afjed obstruction and monopoly in the palm oil
trade. Butwithout definite instructions from the Admiralty hewd not undertad any coer
cive and punitory action, though he fully endorsed thevgié expressed. Otheroast lisi-
ness carried himveay for a fav weeks; and his departurevivag encouraged Jaja in the belief
that there were dided counsels and a féfence of opinion, the latter proceeded to more
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violent measures to enforce his monopoly of trade and obstructioatés passage through
his territory At last wishing to nip his scheme indwefore he could assemble all his widely
scattered forces and retire with them to the 1bo couhépplied to the Breign Ofice for per
mission to bring matters to an issue and either persuade Jaja to go with me to the Gold Coast
Colory and there hee hs case tried, or declare him to be arwith the British Geernment
and then tad action aginst him.

| waited at Bonp for the answer In those days the ocean cable had only gotaas f
toward the Oil Rvers as the mouth of the BopiRRiver, forty miles from Opobo.The creeks
through which one had to pass between theglaces were much too nawaoor shallow for
the passage of a gunboat ol a&hip; the journg could only be made by nag anoes. |
appreciated fully all the risks of being caught by 3apgople and quietly “putveay.” But
fortunately | had sometime prieusly made friends with theewy cwilized King of Bonty,
who spole and wrote English lie an Englishman and dressed as we dde kingdom of
Bonny had once ruledwer Opobo, and Jaja had been one of the kidigves. Someunfortu-
nate interention of Consul hiingstone had recognized Jajahdependence and peated
Bonry administration of the dirs of Opobo. | managed heever to enter into communica-
tion with the young king, whose great-graattiier had been ceerted to Christianity and he
sent a State canoe of hismoto fetch me and to takre back.

| despatched my tejgam and a f@ hours aftervards—“wery quick response!” |
thought—recaied what | naturally took to be the answer:ot¥ action with rgad to Jaja
appraved. Furtherninstructions will be sent after communication with Admiralty

Accordingly | returned to Opobo under the protection of King Gedtepple and pre-
pared for action.] summoned Jaja to a meeting at Messrs. Harrssbolise (my headquar
ters) or if he preferred it, on the beach outside, whereoluld read to him my decision and
invite his acceptancel gave him my word that if herefusedmy conditions he should be
allowed to return to his n before ap act of hostility took place.

He came, with mancanoes and an armed escort ofesehundred varriors, each with a
Snider rifle.

| reviewed the circumstances of this long struggle between him and the Consular author
ity and stated thereag only one \ay of arrving at a solution, outside a resort to arms: that he
should proceed to Accra on a mail-steamer withva dgendants, that | should accompgan

* His corversion made a great sensation iraBgelical London in the forties, and Bonim the main vas the origi-
nal of Dickens’ “Borriaboola Gha.
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him; and there the case between us should be tried by a person to be appointed by the British
Government. D every ones aurprise he assented and went quietly on board H.M.S.
Goshawk | followed. TheGoshawktook us to Bony where we transferred ourseb/to a

mail steamer which in tavor three days landed us at Accr@ddly enough, during our pas-

sage to Accra | noted “Jaja hasrereshown such friendliness teard me before.All through

the daytime he is my constant companidte will sit by my side while I am writing and
amuse himself by lookingver my sketch book and asking questions as to its conteHts.
occupies the Ladies’ cabin on board the steamiér his wife, Ritience, and his houssdper

and amanuensis, Emma Jaja Johndda.is further accompanied by a cook, avste, three
senants and one Accra carperiter

To Jja the sight of Accra (the firstviized tovn he had seen)as a source of @nder
ment and for a time distracted his thoughts from e troubles; so much so that he inti-
mated to the Administrator of the Gold Coast (Col. Frederick White) that if he were sentenced
to be ailed from Opobo to Accra heauld be quite content, being an old mdtther he had
never looked much at the pictures of citiesvgn in the English illustrated papers, or had
judged Europe toxest on a wholly diferent plan to Africa.

Admiral Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe, Nal Commandetin-Chief on the Cape of Good
Hope and Wst African station, had been appointed to try Jaja for his breaches of treaty and to
investigate his case generallput he could not awve immediately at Accra; so timg much
other lusiness to attend, | went back to Opobo and Old Caldbaturned to the Gold Coast
at the close of Neember 1887. SirWalter Hunt-Grubbe gve Jaja a ery fair trial, spent,
indeed, seeral days beforehand mastering all the written and printeteece. Atthe con-
clusion of his inestigation he found the old man guilty on three counts of the breaches of
treaty with which he as chaged; on the fourth count the accusatioaswiot fully preed.

Jaja vas therefore deposed, and no succeeding chief of Opabtovbe elected; Jajaaw/fur
ther sentenced to a banishment ok fiears from this countryand a choice of residence
offered him—either in the British ®ét Indies, St. Helena, Ascension, or Cape Goldie
chose St. Whcent in the VWlhdward Islands.

Those of my readers whoVJelong memories may remember that Lord Saliglpar
doned him after four years’ residence at Shcent, that he @as returning thence to Opaobo,
but fell ill on the voyage and died at one of the Canary Islartdis wealth, which must va
been considerable,as secured to him, and during hxdethe district of Opobo made him an
allowance at the rate of 1000 a ye&o that | do not think he could beg&ded as harshly
treated. Andhe quick result of my inteention wvas an enormous increase in Opobo trade, on
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the part of the nates a well as of the Europeans.

The settlement of this test case—a casached from all points of the Protectorate
coast—ended the tyraprof the “middle-man” which had been the great obstacle to a wide
development of trade in theast Niger Delta for a hundred yeérs.

1. Dhnston pesents thewvents fom his point of vie and the point of vie of the British admin-
istration. Ty describing the samevents fom &ja’s point of viav. Why do you thinkdja gave
himself up peacefully to stanairin Accra?

2. Jbhnston$ impression of the King of Bonny is veryfeiiént fom that he mFsents of dja.
How do you account for the fiifence?

3. Atthe end, dhnston talks about the “tgnny of the ‘middle-mari’i n preventing fee tade in

the regon. If Jgja had been an Englishman, dilCecil Rhodes, and had established a monopoly
of the palm oil tade thopugh Opobo, do you thinlolinston and the British gernment would
have taken the same kind of action?

8 Harry H. JohnstoriThe Story of My LifeGarden City NY, Bobbs-Merill, 1923, pp. 176—182.
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XVII
Letters: Sources of Evidence fom Soldiers in the \War Zone

“War is hell; William Tecumseh Sherman observédodern warfae especially is also a
form of mass insanity that drives many of the soddidno fight it mad or leaves them with debili-
tating emotional scarfor the lest of their lives.Studying the grat battles in ater to undestand
stratggies and blunder can be fascinatingbut one must not fget the cost of those battles in
human lives and sigring.

In soldiers’ letters éout what thg encounteed at the font in WWorld War |, we can gt a sense
for what it was lile for those who did the actual fighting without any cointver how the war or
battle was being foughtn this first letter the English liteary figure Robert Graves writes about
the absence of patriotisneligion, or nationalism in the éindes.

1)

Pariotism, in the trenches, a8 too remote a sentiment, and at once rejected as fit only
for civilians, or prisoners A new arival who talked patriotism wuld soon be told to cut it
out. . . . Great Britain. . .included not only the trench soldiers themssland those who
had gone home eunded, ht the staf Army Service Corps, lines-of-communication troops,
base units, home-service units, and alilieins davn to the detested grades of journalists,
profiteers, “starred” menxempted from enlistment, conscientious objectors, and members of
the Gaowernment. Therench-soldierwith this carefully graded caste-system of honoave
considered that the Germans opposite mightehkuilt up exactly the same system
themseles. . . .

Hardly one soldier in a hundredaw inspired by religious feeling of’en the crudest
kind. It would have been dificult to remain religious in the trencheges if one had survied
the irreligion of the training battalion at hom@ regular segeant at Montagne . . had
recently told me that he did not hold with religion in time arw . . “And all this damn
nonsense, Sir—euse me, Sir—that we read in the papers, @®wout hav miraculous it is
that the vayside crucifies are abays getting shot at,ut the figure of our Lord Jesus some-
how don’t get hurt, it firly makes me sick, Sir This was his g&planation wly, when gving
practice fire-orders from the hill-top, he had shoutedwareathat | stood behind him: “8en
hundred half left, blo&k an cross, five rounds, concentrate, FIRE!. . . His platoon, includ-
ing the two unusual “bible-vallahs” whose letters homeways bayan in the same formal
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way: “Dear Sister in Christor “Dear Brother in Christplazed avay.®

In the second lettea German soldigrRudolf Binding writes about what life at thednt was lile
and of the loneliness of being segi@d fom the peson he lwes.

(2)
August 5, 1915

The War is changing for me; perhaps this happens/éoyene sooner or laterFor the
last fav weeks | no longer look to Him alone as to the only Lord of us all, claiming an unwill-
ing allggiance. lIthink of you, too.Not that | had fagotten you, bt you were more inside me
and with me.Now | feel that you are something behind me, that | had tee ldchome, and
that | must na worry about—from a distance.

For this reason I think of Peace, toBut | say with truth that this is not the only reason;
the War itself gradually brings theaarior round to this point of we This is not a summit,
but rather an end at which one aes.

Here on the Wstern Front the W has lost all its dash; it is sovoa of resilieng, and
so bloodless that the blood that stilvi daily seems ligk a $gn of old age, where the blood
oozes through the brittleals of the eins. . . .

We sy that we do not think of Peaceitlat the same time we long for it.

And yet there are people who enfhe War. But they are those who kne nothing about
it. The Achives of Reasogive good advice on this point to those Americans wiamtwar:

“Dig a trench shouldehigh in your @rden: fill it half-full of water and get into it.
Remain there for tavor three days on an empty stomadturthermore, hire a lunatic to
shoot at you with molvers and machine-guns at close ranghbis arrangement is quite
equal to a \ar and will cost your countryevy much less.

| liked the hired lunatic especialy

Wald War | saw the intnduction of poison gas as a weapdise of the gas depended on wind
conditions, so the gas would not blow kaato your camp.And its efectiveness depended on

9 Robert Graes, Good-bye to All Thatl929, re. ed. Garden City NYDoubleday 1957, pp. 188—189.

10 Rudolf G. Binding Aus dem Krigye, Frankfurt, Lit. Anstalt Rutten, 1925, trans. John L. HeinemaReadings in
European History: A Collection of Primary Saas 1789 to the Bsent ed. John L. Heineman, Duljue IA,
Kendall/Hunt, 1979, pp. 289-290.
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surprise snce all the armies wer early on equipped with gas masks (@spiators). ‘et,
tragedies sub as the one described in the following letter still ocadr R.Scotland Liddell was

an English oderly who was attdted to the Russian army on the Easteamtfr Hedescribes a
German gas attdcon the Russian linesOne of the psblems with gas masks was, and still is,
that they are hot and uncomfortable to wear for any period of tinflus, the idea was to avoid
putting them on until the last possible moment leedomps atta&. Whenwe add to that theeal-
ization that many of the Russian soldieere illiterate peasants who had no concept of the dan-
gers that poison gas tleatened, then perhaps we can gain a little usi@erding of what hap-
pened to the 21st SiberiandRaent.

3)
July 6, 1915

The Germans on the Bzuraide front fired @s shells aginst the Russians for the second
time. Thefirst occasion w&s five weeks before.The battle scene during the nighaswwon-
derful. Theflashes of the artillery fire were gkjeams of lightning in the sk The boom of
the guns s continuous.The shrapnelsurst in fours with spurts of orange flamiedid not
sleep. Istood in the open air andaiched the spectaclén the early morning the poisoned
men were brought out of the deadly area of the trenclaspjrg for air The 21st Siberian
Regiment of four thousand men hadree hundred left when daylight camé&hree thousand
three hundred men were dead or poisonéet.each man \as supposed to Ya a espiratoy
and each respiratoras said to beag-proof. Theofficers were confident of this; thevere
confident of their readiness to fightasst the foul fumes. . . | discussed the hewa per
centage of losses with arfiokr on whose wrd | can depend.

“But | thought the men had respirators?” | saite assured me thatesy man had one,
and that the men had been ordered teHaem ready for wear

“Then why?” said |. He shrugged his shoulder&Russias a qieer country he said,
“there are things yoll’never understand. Thenen were not ordered to put them’on.

| tell of this instance as itas told to me.l confess that in spite of my friergdfeliability,
| was inclined at first to doubt hisond. Lateron, | mentioned the matter to some othé of
cers of high rank“But that could neer be?” | said.“It’ s possible, said they.11

In the following two short letterd the German soldierakef Birnbek, age 18, we see a common
phenomenon of soldiein the war zonga premonition of their imminent death.

11 R. Scotland LiddellOn the RussianrBnt, London, Simpkin, Marshall, 1916, pp. 26—27.
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(4a)
July 23, 1915

One thought constantly runs through my headiu"ére a dead man!And yet | beliee
even more firmly that such anventuality is most improbablelt should not and will not hap-
pen! Andyet the thought reoccurs; the nygratrols on which | hae been sent, and the man
dangers and fears | V& experienced, hae dviously not been without influencdndeed,
after all | hae been through, it is quite natural that | can picture myself as dead .yet it is
hideous, because | can see it so cledrlyan @en hear the sound of theulbet that brings my
death, feel the slap and penetration of the shot into my body—and thewyddiband | lay
in the mossy oeered ground of a forestAnd then | shudder with fear at\Wwoyou will take
the nevs when it reaches home—ande® my pain is blocled out with my yearning for
you. . . . And with the last remaining ergy | am able to pull your picture out of my breast
pocket—hut already my breath is getting shostétre blood flevs darler, and thicker, and
then. . . .

Almighty God and &Rther no—it cant happen lile that! Doyou beliere in such signs?

(4b)
July 26, 1915
Tonight we cross thewer and tomorrev we @ into action; we are to storm a position!
My heart is full of pain.My comrades are all sitting togethanging soldiers ongs and
melodies from our homeland,ub their faces tell a dierent story In case it should
happen . . we shall meet ajn in another wrld. | can write no moré?2

Josef Birnbek was killed on Aigust 1, 1915.

1. Thetotal number of soldierklled in World War | from all sides waswer 8.5 million. Why
were the gawernments of the bellgent countries willing to endarauch losses of the lives of
their young men?

2. If there was not mubk patriotism or eligion in the tendes, then what do you think got the
men though, that is, those who mageal to survive?

12 josef BirnbeckPer Deutsbe Soldat: Briefe aus demeltkrieg, ed. Rudolf Hofman, Miinich, Langen Miiller
Verlag, 1937, trans. John L. HeinemarReadings in Ewpean Historyp. 284.
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XVII
Inter view: Mahatma Gandhi Discusses His ldeas

Interviews ae a relatively ecent form of historical sooe Wth the rise of ne'spapes and
journalism, eportess found that interviers wee an excellent way to @t information for nevs
stories. Historianglso malk use of this teenique in eseaching topics whegin the participants
are dill alive.

The following “interviev” is a little deceptive only because the intew#® Mohandas K.
Gandhi, is writing both partsFor many yeas in South Africa, Gandhi was the editor andief
reporter ofIndian Opinion a newspaper for the Indian population ther He found the intervier
format an dictive one in this case fok@aining in moe detail his vievs on civilization and
satyagraha‘ soul foce” as he smetimes called itThe work isHind Swaraj(Indian Self-Rule),
which Gandhi wiote on his way ba&cto Suth Africa after a trip to EnglandHe is basing the
guestions of the intervieer, the Readeron corversations he had with Indians in London, and it
appeaed as a series of intervis inIndian Opinion When the work wasepublished as a book
in India in 1921, the Bombay @ernment banned it.

Gandhi on Giilization, Religion, and Souldfce

In this first excerpt flomHind Swaraj Gandhi povides some of his wies on modern civilization,
the complrity of whit he dsdains. Hesees thealiance on mduinery and the striving for bod-
ily comforts as pulling people awayimn the spiritual truths ofeligion and moality.

(1)
READER . . . Now will you tell me something of what you V& read and thought of this
civilization?
EDITOR: Let us first consider what state of things is described in tind (eivilization” Its
true test lies in theatt that people\ing in it male bodily welfare the object of life. . .
The people of Europe todaydi in betterbuilt houses than tlyedid a hundred years agdhis
is considered an emblem of/dization, and this is also a matter to promote bodily happiness.
Formerly, they wore skins and used spears as their weapbiasv they wear long trousers,
and for embellishing their bodies thevear a wariety of clothing, and, instead of spearsythe
carry with them reolvers containing fi& a more chamberslf the people of a certain coun-
try, who have htherto not been in the habit of wearing much clothing, boots, etc., adopt Euro-
pean clothing, the are supposed to kia kecome arilized out of ssagery Formerly in
Europe, people ploughed their lands mainly by manual.ladow one man can plough ast
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tract by means of steam engines and can thus amass great Waaltls. called a sign of ar-
lization. Formerly the favest men wrote books that were mosiuable. N@v anybody
writes and prints aithing he likes and poisons peomemnds. Formerly men traveled in
wagons; nw they fly through the ajrin trains at the rate of four hundred and more miles per
day This is considered the height ofvibzation. . . . Formerly, when people anted to
fight with one anothethey measured between them their bodily strengthy rias possible to
take avay thousands of Vies by one man wrking behind a gun from a hillThis is cviliza-
tion. Formerly, men worked in the open air only so much asythi&ed. Nav thousands of
workmen meet together and. . work in factories or minesTheir condition is wrse than
that of beastsThey are obliged to wrk, at the risk of theiryies, at most dangerous occupa-
tions, for the sad& o millionaires. Formerly, men were made stas under plysical compul-
sion, nav they are enslaed by the temptation of moryeand of the luxuries that mogecan
buy. There are ne diseases of which peoplevee dreamed before, and an army of doctors is
encaged in finding out their cures, and so hospitalge hiacreased. Thigs a test of
civilization. . . . Formerly, people had tw or three meals consisting of homemade bread
and \ecetables; nay, they require something to eavery two hours, so that thehavehardly
leisure for agithing else. What more need | say2ll this you can ascertain from \&zal
authoritatve ooks. Thesare all true tests of\dlization. And,if any one speaks to the con-
trary, know that he is ignorant.This cwilization takes note neither of morality nor of
religion. . . .

This cwilization is irreligion, and it has tak such a hold on the people in Europe that
those who are in it appear to be half mathey lack plysical strength or couragd.hey keep
up their enagy by intoxication. They can hardly be happin solitude. Women, who should
be the queens of householdsnder in the streets, or thdave away in factories. Br the
sale d a pittance, half a million wmen in England alone are laboring under trying circum-
stances indctories or similar institutionsThis avful fact is one of the causes of the daily
growing sufragette mgement.

This cwilization is such that one has only to be patient and it will be self-gestra . .
Civilization seeks to increase bodily comforts andailisfmiserable\een in doing so.. . .
READER . . . You havedenounced rawNays, lavyers and doctorsl can see that you will
discard all machineryWhat, then, is wilization?

EDITOR: The answer to that question is noffidiflt. | believe tat the arilization India has
evdved is not to be beaten in th@md. . . . Rome went.Greece shared the sanatef, the
might of the Pharaohsasg brolen. Japarnas become Wsternized, of China nothing can be
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said, lut India is still somehwe or other sound at the foundation.. . What we hae tested
and found true on the @hof experience we dare not change. .

Civilization is that mode of conduct which points out to man the path of duty To
obsere norality is to attain masteryver our mind and our passions.. . The Guijarati [the
language of Gandtg’home district] equialent for cvilization means “good condutt.

If this definition be correct, then India, as so gnamiters hae sown, has nothing to
learn from agbody else, and this is as it should be. .

We rotice that the mind is a restless bird; the more it gets the mom@niswand still
remains unsatisfiedThe more we indulge our passions the more unbridlgdiddeome. Our
ancestors, therefore, set a limit to our indulgencésey saw that happiness as lagely a
mental condition.A man is not necessarily happecause he is rich, or unhgpipecause he
is poor . . . Millions will always remain poor Observing all this, our ancestors dissuaded
us from luxuries and pleasure¥/e have managed with the same kind of plough asted
thousands of years ag®e haveretained the same kind of cottages that we had in former
times and our indigenous education remains the same as b&iadavehad no system of
life-corroding competition.Each follaved his evn occupation or trade and ched a rgula-
tion wage. . . .This nation had courts,Wg/ers and doctorsub they were all within bounds.
Everybody kne that these professions were not particularly superior; merefhey] did
not rob people, thewere considered peoptetependents, not their masterdustice vas tol-
erably fir. The ordinary rule &s to &oid courts.. . . The common peoplevied indepen-
dently and folleved their agricultural occupatiol.hey enjoyed true Home Rule. . .

The tendengof Indian cvilization is to eleate the moral being, that of theeatern ori-
lization is to propagte immorality . . 13

1. To what extent do you gree or disgree with Gandhg assessment of&#tern civilization?

2. Ifyou wee going to defend the &tevements of Bétern civilization gainst someone who is
arguing the way Gandhi did, what would you point to as its successes?

3. Howmany of these “successes” that you pointed to in your answer to no. 2 hawesecpr
peoples giritual well being and the gneal morality?

4. Whatperiod in Indian history do you think Gandhi had in mind whendiered to “our
ancestos” and when “[jJustice was toleably fair"?

13 M. K. Gandhi,Hind Swaaj or Indian Home Rulgev a., Ahmedabad, Najivan, 1946, pp. 25-26, 43-46.
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In this second>aerpt fom Hind Swaraj Gandhi discusses the issue of Muslim-Hindu conflict.
Gandhi wote this intervize many yeas before the split of the Muslim state ohKistan away
from India. It was Gandh# hope that all Indians, whether Muslims, Hindus, Christiarsssig,

or whatever religious pefeence could live tgeher in peace and tolance in an independent
India.

(2)

READER . . .Has the introduction of Mahomedanism* not unmade the nation?
EDITOR: India cannot cease to be one nation because people belongingrentifeligions
live in it. Theintroduction of foreigners does not necessarily dgdtie nation, thg merge
in it. A country is one nation only when such a condition obtains ifhiat country must
have a hculty for assimilation.India has eer been such a countryin reality, there are as
mary religions as there are indlluals, lut those who are conscious of the spirit of nationality
do not interfere with one anotheneligions. Ifthey do, they are not fit to be considered a
nation. Ifthe Hindus beliee that India should be peopled only by Hindusythee living in
dreamland. Thedindus, the Mahomedans, tharBees and the Christians whosédnarade
India their country are fell@-countrymen, and tlyewill have © live in unity if only for their
own interest. Imo part of the wrld are one nationality and one religion syyimous terms;
nor has it eer been so in India.
READER But what about the inborn enmity between Hindus and Mahomedans?
EDITOR: That phrase has beenvénted by our mutual enenlyWhen the Hindus and
Mahomedans fought agst one anothethey certainly spok in that strain. They havelong
since ceased to fightdow, then can there be ynnborn enmity?Pray remember this too,
that we did not cease to fight only after British occupatidhe Hindus flourished under
Muslim swvereigns and Muslims under the HindEach party recognized the mutual fighting
was alicidal, and that neither partyowld abandon its religion by force of arnBoth parties,
therefore, decided tovie in peace. Vith the English adent the quarrels recommenced. .

Should we not remember that nyaHindus and Mahomedansvo the same ancestors
and the same blood runs through theaing? Dopeople become enemies because the
change their religion1s the God of the Mahomedan féifent from the God of the Hindu?

* This term has ne been dropped inalvar of Muslim (< Islam) because iagesome people the incorrect impres-
sion that Muslims wrshipped Muammed rather than Allah.
T Gandhi is referring here to the British.
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Religions are dferent roads carerging to the same pointWhat does it matter that we &k
different roads so long as we reach the same gtil@rein is the cause for quarrelidgy?

1. To what etent have eents since Gandhi wie these wals tended to confirm oefute his
ideas about thealations between Muslims and Hindus?

2. Doyou aree with Gandhs view that “[r]eligions are dfferent l0ads comerging to the same

point™? If so, then why a there 0 many rligious conflicts?If you do not gree then whib
religions do you think a going to diferent points and why?

In this final excerpt, Gandhi discusses his concepsatfyagrahatranslated variously as “soul
force” “ truth force” or “ passive esistancé Gandhi deised this method of non-violent combat
when he was fighting for the rights of the emigré Indian population in South Alinickevelop-

ing satyagrahaGandhi was influenced by a number of varied influences, including Christianity
Jainism, Henry David Tha&au, dhn Ruskin, and othgr all of whiti he g/nthesized into a
peaceful means for gaining justicdhis is not to say theris no violence but the violence is
done to the mactitioners o satyagrahaot by them.The method itselfequires temendous inner
discipling the willingness to endargeat physical harm, and an unbending faith that you can
win over your enemy tlough eason and lee It is rnot to everyones taste as a means for gain-
ing ones ends.

3)

READER Is there ag historical ezidence as to the success of what yowehalled soul-force
or truth-force?No instance seems tovehappened of annation haing risen through soul-
force. lIstill think that the eil-doers will not cease doing/é without physical punishment.
EDITOR: . . . The force of loe is the same as the force of the soul or truite haveewu-
dence of its wrking at @ery step. The uwerse would disappear without theistence of that
force. Butyou ask for historical\eédence. ltis, therefore, necessary to kmavhat history
means. . . .

The fact that there are so mamen still alve in the world shavs that it is based not on
the force of armsut on the force of truth or V@ Therefore the greatest and most unim-
peachableadence of the success of this force is to be found inabethat, in spite of the
wars of the vorld, it still lives on.

14 Gandhi,Hind Swaaj, pp. 35-36.
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Thousands, indeed, tens of thousands, depend for ih&lierece on aery actve work-
ing of this force. Little quarrels of millions ofdmilies in their daily kes dsappear before the
exacise of this force.Hundreds of nationsve in peace. Historydoes not and cannot &k
note of this &ct. Historyis really a record ofwery interruption of the ¥en working of the
force of love a of the soul.. . . Soul-force, being natural, is not noted in history
READER According to what you sayt is pain that instances of the kind of pagsiesis-
tance are not to be found in histolly is necessary to understand this passesistance more
fully. It will be better therefore, if you enlge upon it.

EDITOR: Passve resistance is a method of securing rights by person@rsuf; it is the
reverse of resistance by armgvhen | refuse to do a thing that is repugnant to my conscience,
| use soul-force.For instance, the g@rnment of the day has passedw Vahich is applicable

to me: | do not like it, if, by using violence, | force the gernment to repeal thewa | an
employing what may be termed body-forcH.1 do not obg the lav and accept the penalty
for its breach, | use soul-forcét involves sacrifice of self.

Everybody admits that sacrifice of self is infinitely superior to sacrifice of othéose-
ove, if this kind of force is used in a cause that is unjust only the person usinigissuie
does not mak ahers suker for his mistaks. Menhave kefore nav done maw things which
were subsequently found tovgaleen wrong.No man can claim to be absolutely in the right,
or that a particular thing is wrong, because he thinkswgat is wrong for him so long as that
is his deliberate judgmentt is, therefore, meet that he should not do that which hev&nho
be wrong, and stdr the consequence whege it may be. This is the ky © the use of
soul-force. . . .

READER From what you sayl deduce that pass resistance is a splendid weapon of the
weak lut that, when theare strong, thg may tale up ams.

EDITOR: This is gross ignorancePasswve resistance, that is soul-force, is matchlelsis
superior to the force of armsiow, then, can it be considered only a weapon of the weak?
Physical-force men are strangers to the courage that is requisite in\&epasster Do you
believe that a cavard can eer disobeg a law that he dislilkes? Extremistare considered to be
adwocates of brute-forceWhy do they, then, talk about olygeng laws? 1do not blame them.
They can say nothing elseWhen thg succeed in dxing out the English, and thehem-
selves become g@rnors, thg will want you and me to olpeheir lavs. Andthat is a fitting
thing for their constitution.But a passie resister will say he will not olyea law tat is
against his conscienceyen though he may be bim to pieces at the mouth of a cannon.
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What do you think?Wherein is courage required—in blmg others to pieces from
behind a cannon or with a smilingcke to approach a cannon and to b&blto piecesAVho
is the true varrior—he who keps death akys as a bosom-friend or he who controls the
death of othersBelieve me that a man deid of courage and manhood carverebe a [as-
sive resister

This, havever, | will admit: that &en a man, weak in bodyis apable of dkring this
resistance. Onman can der it just as well as millionsBoth men and wmen can indulge in
it. It does not require the training of an army; it needs not Jiu-ji@xntrol oser the mind is
alone necessargnd, when that is attained, man is freeltke king of the forest, and hieny
glance withers the enemy

Passwe resistance is an all-sided aid; it can be used ghow; it blesses him who uses it
and him aginst whom it is usedWithout draving a drop of blood, it producearfreaching
results®

1. Can youhink of any instance in history wheesul force showed itself to befeftive?

2. Howwould you galuate Gandhg aigument that history does nataod the successful use of
soul foce because it is the normRould that not be said about almost anytsigea?

3. Canyou think of some situations whkdhe method of soul foe would be mer dfective than
the use of arms?

4. Doyou think Gandhg wse of the intervie format was déctive for @plaining his ideas?
What ae the advantges and disadvantges o such a technique of &planation that Gandhi used
here?

15 Gandhi,Hind Swaaj, pp. 56—60.
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XIX
Treaties: The Swiet Union and Nazi Germany Reach Ageement

On August 23, 1939, the Siet Union and Nazi Germany shad the world by announcing
they had reahed an greement and had signed a pact of nggrassion. Thaeason this was so
shoking was that, since the coming to power of Adolf Hitlerainuary 1933, Germany and the
Soviet Union had been bitter enemids. his autobigraphyMein Kampfand in spedues, Hitler
had announced anciterated his goal of ridding the world of communism and of dismembering
the Swiet Union. Joseph Stalin, the leader of thev Union, had been just as vehement in his
opposition to Hitler and the Nazidde had offered military support to the British anddnch to
protect Czelooslovakia when Hitler bgan making demands of igration of the Sudeten Ger
mans into the Thit Reich. IndeedStalin had epeatedly sought a military alliance with England
and Fance ajainst the Nazi tleat, lut he was eluffed at &ery turn. For example he was not
ewen irvited to Munit when the British Prime Minister Nidle Chamberlain and therench Pre-
mier Edouad Daladier signed wer the Sudeten aa of Czeltoslovakia to the Germans without
Czed approval and in violation of the @aty that Fance had with Czéwslovakia.

Thus, Stalin may have felt that England amdni€ée wee <lling out to Germany and leav-
ing the Swiet Union alone to face the #at of irvasion. W& nust also emember that @ld War
I, when Germany had strkaeep into Russian and Ukinian territory, was still fresh in the
minds of many of the leaded the Swiet Union.

When lookd at, though, in the bader contgt of Eupnpean diplomacgyespecially aer the
prevous 150 yea o so, then the Nazi-S@et Ract of 1939 appearless surprising During the
nineteenth centunRussia and Prussia had been allied on a number of occasiapsagainst
Napoleon at Leipzig and later in the EerEmpenrs’ League After World War |, both countries
found themselves isolated diplomatically in @& Germany was isolated because the victori-
ous powes had declaed that Germany wagsponsible for the waand Russia, then called the
Soviet Union, was isolated because the Bolgtehad takn over and emored Russia as a com-
batant flom the warwhich was seen as a beaiyal by the \&istern Allies.As a esult of the featy
of Rapallo in 1922, Germany and thevid Union formed an allianceGermany was able to
train troops on Saet territory that it was not allowed toain on its own territory as aesult of
the Teaty of \érsailles. Itwas only with the coming to power of Hitler in 1933 that this alliance
was ended.Between Agust 1939 anduhe 22, 1941, Germany and thevigd Union meed
quickly from hostility (though without open conflict) to warm friendship, theik ladostility
(this time with open conflict).

In the following two selections, we see the ability of hostile enemies to aveosight
bury their diferences andead far-ranging areement. Thérst selection is the xé of the Nazi-
Soviet Ract of Aigust 23, 1939.
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Treaty of Non-Aggression Between Germand the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, August 23, 1939.

The Gaoernment of the German Reich and thev&ament of the Union of Swet Socialist
Republics, desirous of strengthening the cause of peace between Gamohéme USSR, and
proceeding from the fundamental pisions of the Teaty of Neutralitywhich was concluded
between Germanand the USSR in April 1926, kia reached the follwing agreement:
ARTICLE |
The two Contracting Rrties undertakto refrain from agy act of violence, ay aggressie
action and aypattack on each other eithernvegally or jointly with other Pwers.

ARTICLE Il
Should one of the Contractingufies become the object of belligerent action by a third
Pawer, the other Contractingdety shall in no manner lend its support to this third/€o

ARTICLE Il

The Garernments of the te Contracting Rrties will in future maintain continual contact
with one another for the purpose of consultation in ordex¢hange information on prob-
lems afecting their common interests.

ARTICLE IV
Neither of the Wo Contracting Rrties will join ary grouping of Pwers whatsoeer
which is aimed directly or indirectly at the othexry.

ARTICLE V

Should disputes or conflicts arise between the Contractrnge® wer questions of one
kind or anotherboth parties will settle these disputes or conflictslesively by means of a
friendly exchange of viers or if necessary by the appointment of arbitration commissions.

ARTICLE VI

The present featy shall be ratified within the shortest possible tiffiee instruments of
ratification will be &changed in Berlin. Ther@aty shall enter into force immediately upon
signature.

Done in duplicate in the German and Russian languages.

Moscaow, August 23, 1939.

For the Gawvernment Wth full power of the

of the German Reich: Government of the USSR:
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V. RBBENTROP V. MoLOTOV

Secet Additional Potocol

On the occasion of the signature of the Non-Aggressieaty between the German
Reich and the Union of St Socialist Republics, the undersigned plenipotentiaries of the
two Parties discussed in strictly confidential eersations the question of the delimitation of
their respectie gheres of interest in Eastern Eurof@éese cowversations led to the folie-
ing result:

1. In the gent of a territorial and political transformation in the territories belonging to
the Baltic States (Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), the northern frontier of Lithuania shall
represent the frontier of the spheres of interest both of Ggramahthe USSR.In this con-
nection the interest of Lithuania in thdna territory is recognized by bottaRies.

2. In the gent of a territorial and political transformation of the territories belonging to
the Polish State, the spheres of interest of both Gerraach the USSR shall be bounded
approximately by the line of thevers Nare, Vistula, and San.

The question whether the interests of badinties mak the maintenance of an indepen-
dent Polish State appear desirable and tihe frontiers of this State should bewnacan be
definitely determined only in the course of further politicaletpments.

In ary case both Geernments will resole this question by means of a friendly under
standing.

3. With regad to South-Eastern Europe, thevigd side emphasizes its interest in
Bessarabia. th&erman side declares complete politidasintéessemenn these territories.

4. This Protocol will be treated by bothares as strictly secret.

Moscaw, August 23, 1939. With full power of the
For the Gawvernment of Government of the USSR:
the German Reich: V. MOLOTOV

V. RIBBENTROP®

Of course both Hitler and Stalin had immediate concerns thatught them to theealiza-
tion that thg could reat an agreement with one anotheflitler had already decided to send the
German army into &land and was concerned about how the&i&oUnion would eact. This

16 U.S. Department of StatBocuments on Germarofeign Rlicy, 1918—-1945 Series D, 1937-1945, #ghington
DC, Government Printing Cffce, 1956, al. 7, pp. 245-247.
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agreement guaanteed that the @t Union would adopt a handsfgolicy to that part of
Pdand that was within the German spéef influence Salin, for his part, was fearful of having
to face a German wasion of the Saeet Union alone This egreement gave him and thevix
Union securityor so he thought. Manypeople felt that this Non-ggession Ect would not last
long and that it would end as soon as Germany and thietSdnion encounted the slightest
difficulty. With the German iwasion of Bland, bgun on September 1 of that yeaany people
including many Bles, thought the S@t Union would come toofand’s assistance During the
first two weeks of the Germarvasion, the Germandreign Ministry put pessue on the Seiet
Union to intervene to occupy its splef influence in the eastern part aflBnd. Sub an inter-
vention by the Sdet Union would bring an early end tmlish resistance fim eastern &and.
The Swiet Union hesitated, Ut then on September 17 announced @sgrmaements into east-
ern Poland.

The joint occupation ofdband required a number of decisions to be madégne was the
guestion of a rumpdtand, that is whether aesidual Plish state would be allowed taist. An
argument in favor of sica rump state was that it might help England amdn€e to econcile
themselves to thiait accompliand aree to the n& stuation in Eastern Ewpe without esort
to war But with eab passing daythat seemed less &k, and the decision was made to elimi-
nate Pland alt@ether as an independent stat@nother issue was the military derpation line
between the S et and German faes. Ideallythe military demaration line should have coin-
cided with the political demaation ling but in reality German twops in pusuit of Rlish troops
had alleady cossed wer into the Saiet sphee o influence Should the be pulled badk or could
a trade of territories be aanged? Thedecision was for the latter for a number efsons, not
the least of whit it was easier to amnge. But Stalin may also havealized that a &de of ter
ritories at that point would bring the western Her of the Saet Union moe in accordance with
the Curzon line of 1919, wiiionvas originally sugested as the boundary between Russia and
Poand. TheRusso-Blish War of 1919-1920 eliminated that linlut Stalin would have a better
chance of justifying and maintaining a boundary that had beegested by the Allied Commis-
sion under Laod Curzon at the end of ®d War I. In other wods, it would povide him a lgal
justification wwer and abwe the Nazi-Sget Non-Agression Rct should he need one

The esolving of these issues shows up in the GermaetSBoundary and fendship
Treaty of September 28, 193%his treaty shows, perhapyen moe than the original teaty of
August 23, that two formerly arganistic powes could set aside their ddrences and eath
common greement very quikty when their integsts happened to coincide

German-Swviet Boundary and Friendship&aty

Moscaov, September 28, 1939
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The Gaoernment of the German Reich and thev&ament of the USSR consider it as
exclusively their task, after the disingeation of the former Polish state, to re-establish peace
and order in these territories and to assure to the peoptesthere a peaceful life ineleping
with their national charactefTo this end, thg haveagreed upon the folang:

ARTICLE |

The Gwernment of the German Reich and thev&ament of the USSR determine as
the boundary of their respedi mational interests in the territory of the former Polish state the
line marled on the attached map* which shall be described in more detail in a supplementary
protocol.

ARTICLE Il
Both parties recognize the boundary of the respecttional interests established in
article | as definitie and shall reject aninterference of third peers in this settlement.

ARTICLE 1l

The necessary reganization of public administration will be fetted in the areas west
of the line specified in article | by the @Gnment of the German Reich, in the areas east of
this line by the Geernment of the USSR.

ARTICLE IV

The Gaoernment of the German Reich and thev&ament of the USSR gerd this set-
tlement as a firm foundation for a progressievdopment of the friendly relations between
their peoples.

ARTICLE V
This treaty shall be ratified and the ratification shall xshanged in Berlin as soon as
possible. Théreaty becomes fefctive ypon signature.

Done in duplicate, in the German and Russian languages.

For the Gawernment Byauthority of the
of the German Reich: Government of the USSR:
V. RBBENTROP V. MoLOTOV

Confidential Protocol
Moscav, September 28, 1939

* Not reproduced hereThe map can be found in Appendix 6 of U.S. Department of Ratments on German
Foreign Rolicy, 1918-1945 Series D, 1937-1945, &g¢hington DC, Geernment Printing Cifce, 1956, wl. 8.
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The Gaoernment of the USSR shall place no obstacles in e af Reich nationals and
other persons of German descent residing in its sphere of influence degiee to migrate to
Germay or to the German sphere of influenck.agrees that such rewads shall be carried
out by agents of the @ernment of the Reich in cooperation with the competent local authori-
ties and that the property rights of the emigrants shall be protected.

A corresponding obligtion is assumed by the @nment of the German Reich in
respect to the persons of Ukrainian or White Russian descent residing in it sphere of influ-
ence.

For the Gavernment Byauthority of the
of the German Reich: Government of the USSR:
V. RBBENTROP V. MoOLOTOV

Secret Additional Protocol
Moscaov, September 28, 1939

The undersigned plenipotentiaries declare the agreement of tteen@ent of the Ger
man Reich and the @ernment of the USSR upon the folling:

The Secret Additional Protocol signed on August 23, 1939, shall be amended in item 1 to
the efect that the territory of the Lithuanian staddlS to the sphere of influence of the USSR,
while, on the other hand, the pimace of Lublin and parts of the prioce of Warsav fall to
the sphere of influence of Gernya(cf. the map attached to the Boundary and Friendship
Treaty signed today)As soon as the Giernment of the USSR shall talgpecial measures on
Lithuanian territory to protect its interests, the present German-Lithuanian,dordée pur
pose of a natural and simple boundary delineation, shall be rectified in suah thaw the
Lithuanian territory situated in the southwest of the line edrn the attached maallé to
Germayy.

Further it is declared that the economic agreememntsimdorce between Germgrand
Lithuania shall not be &dcted by the measures of thevi&d Union referred to alve.

For the Gawernment Byauthority of the
of the German Reich: Government of the USSR:
V. RBBENTROP V. MoLOTOV

Secret Additional Protocol
Moscav, September 28, 1939
The undersigned plenipotentiaries, on concluding the German-Russian Boundary and
Friendship Teaty havedeclared their agreement upon the feilog:
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Both parties will tolerate in their territories no Polish agitation whidéces the territo-
ries of the other partyThey will suppress in their territories all §gnings of such agitation
and inform each other concerning suitable measures for this purpose.

For the Gawvernment Byauthority of the
of the German Reich: Government of the USSR:
V. RIBBENTROP V. MoLotovl’

1. Compae the secet and confidential tocols in eala document. Whywould the Saiet
Union and Germany want thesgraementsépt flom being known to other countries?

2. TheSaviet Union under Stalin adhed to the Communist idegjp of Marxism, while Ger
many under Hitler adhed to the Bscist ideolgy of Nazism.Why do you think therwas no
mention of these idedl@es in these two eéaties? Wre the leades d these countries cynically
disregarding their own ideolgies or do you think tlyebelieved that, at some \el, the two ide-
ologies could co-2dst?

3. Doyou think that Stalin trusted Hitler® so, why do you think he didl? not, what ®idence
leads you to belige that he did not?

17 U.S. Department of StatBocuments on Germarofeign Plicy, 1918-1945 Series D, 1937-1945, Mghington
DC, Government Printing Cffce, 1956, al. 8, pp. 164-166.
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XX
History in Fiction: T adeusz Boowski and the Concentration Camp at Aischwitz

One of the most dadful occurences in all of human histgrgerhaps equaled for haur,
brutality, and numbes killed only by the Sdet puges o the 19308, was the Holocaust under
Nazi agis in World War Il. Our best estimates of numbex Jews killed is around six million.
This number is almost equaled by the number of eas;Jncluding Slavs, gypsies, homase
als, dissentes, and other “undesables; also killed, whid is estimated at about five million.

But the sheer numbgrwhile astounding in themselves, do nafifb¢o tell the story of the
disgusting horor of the concenation camps and theukiness-lik dficiency with whib the mass
murders took place Tadeusz Bawski was a nonehish Pole who was sent tousdwitz for
publishing by means of an undground pess, a book of his own poemide was one of the
“lucky’ ones because he survived to write about Rgedences. Hisnemories, hower, were
so painful that the led to two esults. Onés that he published hisxperiences as short stories,
ostensibly fiction, because he could ngiress them asvents thateally happened to him\rit-
ing about them as though theere fiction was the only way he could put them down on paper in
any coheent way The other esult was that, onuly 1, 1951, at thege d 29, he committed suli-
cide Those who survived the conceiion camps often felteamendous guilt mely because
they survived while so many millions otlsedd not.

In this ecerpt fom his short story” This Viy for the Gas, Ladies and Gentleren,
Borowski describes the scene unloading the baxdatheir human feight. Fom hs detailed
description, | do not think thercan be any doubt that he isadving on fisthand &periences.

“This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen”

“The transport is comingsomebody saysWe ring to our feet, all yes turn in one
direction. Aroundhe bend, one after anothére cattle cars lggn rolling in. The train backs
into the station, a conductor leans ousives his hand, blas a whistle.The locomotve whis-
tles back with a shrieking noise, fsjfthe train rolls shly along side the rampln the tiry
barred windais appear pale, wiltedxleausted humarates, terrestricken women with tan-
gled hair unshaen men. Thg gaze at the station in silencé&nd then, sudden)ythere is a
stir inside the cars and a poundingiagt the woden boards.

“Water! Airl—weary desperate cries.

Heads push through the wingl®, mouths gsp frantically for air They draw a few
breaths, then disappear; others come in their place, then also disafipeearies and moans
grow louder

A man in a green uniform gered with more glitter than grof the others jerks his head
impatiently his lips twist in anngance. Henhales deeplythen with a rapid gesture thwe
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his cigarette avay and signals to the guardlhe guard remes the automatic from his shoul-
der, ams, sends a series of shots along the trailh.is quiet nav. Meanwhile, the trucks
have arived, steps are being dva up, and the Canada men* stand ready at their posts by the
train doors.The S.S.officer with the briefcase raises his hand.

“Whoever takes gold, or aything at all besides food, will by shot for stealing Reich
property Understand?erstander?”

“Jawohll” we answer eagerly

“Also log Begn!”
The bolts crack, the dooralf open. A wave of fresh air rushes inside the train.
People . . inhumanly crammed,Usied under incredible heaps of lagge, suitcases, trunks,

packages, cratesyhdles of gery description (eerything that had been their past andswo
start their future).Monstrously squeezed togethérey havefainted from heat, sédcated,
crushed one anotheNow they push tavards the opened doors, breathingliish cast out on
the sand.

“Attention! Out,and tale your luggge with you! Take aut everything. Pileall your
stuff near the gits. Yes, your coats toolt is summer March to the left.Understand?” “Sir
what's going to happen to us?They jump from the train on to the g, anxious, vorn-out.

“Where are you people from?”

“Sosnaviec-Bedzin. Sirwhat's going to happen to us?they repeat the question stub-
bornly, gazing into our tired yes.

“I don’t know, | don’t understand Polish.

It is the camp Ma: people going to their death must be deakio the \ery end. This is
the only permissible form of charityThe heat is tremendoudhe sun hangs directlyver
our heads, the white, hotysluivers, the air vibrates, an occasional breeze feadsdigzzling
blast from a furnaceQur lips are parched, the mouth fills with the salty taste of blood, the
body is weak and heg from lying in the sunWater!

A huge, multicolored waveof people loaded den with luggage pours from the train Bk
a dind, mad rver trying to find a nes bed. Butbefore thg havea chance to reoger, before
they can drav a breath of fresh air and look at theyskundles are snatched from their hads,
coats ripped dttheir backs, their purses and umbrellagta&vay.

“But please, sirit’s for the sun, | cannot . ”

“Verboterl” one of us barks through clenched teeffhere is an S.S. man standing
behind your back, calm, fedfient, watchful.

* The detail of men who unload the boxcars is called “Cahada.
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“Meine Hersdaften this way, ladies and gentlemen, try not to thrgour things
around, pleaseShov some goodwill; he says courteouslyhis restless hands playing with the
slender whip.

“Of course, of courséthey answer as thepass, and ne they walk alongside the train
someavhat more cheerfully A woman reaches am quickly to pick up her handbadlhe
whip flies, the wman scream, stumbles, amdl$ under the feet of the glimg cravd. Behind
her, a dhild cries in a thin little gice “Mamele!”—a yery small girl with tangled black curls.

The heaps gme. Suitcases, bndles, blankts, coats, handbags that open ay fiad,
spilling coins, gold, \wtches; mountains of bread pile up at tRise heaps of marmalade,
jams, masses of meat, sausagesarsapills on the grael. Trucks, loaded with people, start
up with a deafening roar and ki df amidst the vailing and screaming of theomen sepa-
rated from their children, and the stupefied silence of the men left behinggl.are the ones
who had been ordered to step to the right—the healtd the young who will go to the
camp. Inthe end, thgtoo will not escape deathutfirst they must work.

Trucks leae and return, without interruption, as on a monstrousveyor belt. A red
Cross an drves back and forth, back and forth, incessantly; it transports asetat will kill
these peopleThe enormous cross on the hood, red as blood, seems to @issbk sun.

The Canada men at the trucks cannot stop for a single momentfoecatch their
breath. Thg shove the people up the steps, pack them in tiglstty per truck, more or less.
Near by stands a young, cleang|“gentlemari,an SS. oficer with a notebook in his hand.
For each departing truck he enters a mark; sixteen gone means one thousand people, more or
less. Thegentleman is calm, preciséNo truck can leae without a signal from him, or a
mark in his notebookOrdnung muss seiifhe marks swell into thousands, the thousands into
whole transports, which afteands we shall simply call “from Salonitéfrom Strasboug,’
“from Rotterdani. This one will be called “Sosmoec-Bedzin. The ne&v prisoners from
Sosnaviec-Bedzin will receie srial numbers 131-2—thousand, of course, thought-after
wards we shall simply say 131-2, for short.

The transports swell into weeks, months, ye&hen the var is oser, they will count up
the marks in their notebooks—all four and a half million of thd@e bloodiest battle of the
war, the greatest victory of the strong, united Gerym&in Reit, ein VWIk, ein Fiher—and
four crematoria.

The train has been emptied. A thin, pock-nearS.S. man peers inside, sbalkis head
in disgust and motions to our group, pointing his finger at the door

“Rein. Clean it up!”

We dimb inside. In the corners amid humaraement and abandoned wristtehes lie
squashed, trampled anfts, nakd little monsters with enormous heads and bloated bellies.
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We arry them out like chickens, holding seeral in each hand.

“Don’t take them to the trucks, pass them on to tleenen says the S.S. man, lighting a
cigarette. Hisigarette lighter is not arking properly; hexeamines it carefully

“Take them, for Gods sake!” | explode as the mmen run from me in horrpcovering
their gres.

The name of God sounds strangely pointless, since ahgew and the iaints will go on
the trucks, eery one of them, withoutxeeption. V¢ dl know what this means, and we look
at each other with hate and horror

“What, you dont want to talke them?” asks the pockma#t S.S. man with a note of sur
prise and reproach in hi®ice, and reaches for his/otver.

“You mustnt shoot, I'll carry them A tall, grey-haired voman taks the little corpses
out of my hands and for an instarizgs straight into myyes.

“My poor boy,” she whispers and smiles at mé&he she walks avay, faggering along
the path.l lean aginst the side of the train. | am terribly tired. .

The morbid procession streams on and on—trucksldiloe mad dogs.| shut my ges
tight, kut | can still see corpses dragged from the train, trampladtsfcripples piled on top
of the dead, aveafter wave . . .freight cars roll in, the heaps of clothing, suitcases and b
dles grav, people climb out, look at the sun, éak ew kreaths, bg for water get into the
trucks, drve avay. And aguin freight cars roll in, agn people. . . The scenes become con-
fused in my mind—I am not sure if all of this is actually happening or if | am dreaming.
There is a humming inside my head; | feel that | mostit. . . .

We proceed to load the lootWe lift huge trunks, heae them on to the trucksThere
they are arranged in stacks, packtightly Occasionally somebody slashes one open with a
knife, for pleasure or in search obdka and perfumeOne of the cratesafls open; suits,
shirts, books drop out on the ground . | pick up a small, heg package.l unwrap it—
gold, about tw handfuls, bracelets, rings, brooches, diamonds.

“Gib hier,” an SS. man says calmhyolding up his briefcase already full of gold and
colorful foreign currengz He locks the case, hands it to afiadr, takes anotheran empty
one, and stands by thexaéruck, waiting. Thegold will go to the Reich.

It is hot, terribly hot.Our throats are dryach word hurts. Anything for a sip of \ater!
Faster faster so that it is wer, 0 that we may restAt last we are done, all the trucksviea
gone. Neov we wiftly clean up the remaining dirt: there must be “no trace left of the
Scweineei.” But just as the last truck disappears behind the trees an@dvéimally, to rest
in the shade, a shrill whistle sounds around the b&halvly, terribly slowly, a train rolls in,
the engine whistles back with a deafening shrigégain weary pale faces at the windus, flat
as though cut out of papevith huge, feerishly burning g/es. Alreadytrucks are pulling up,
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already the composed gentleman with the notebook is at his post, and the S.S. gen emer
from the commissary carrying briefcases for the gold and yndive unseal the train doors.

It is impossible to control oneself yarlonger Brutally we tear suitcases from their
hands, impatiently pull éttheir coats.Go on, go on, anish! Thg go, they vanish. Men,
women, children.Some of them kna.

Here is a wman—she \alks quickly but tries to appear calmA small child with a pink
cherubs face runs after her and, unable &eg up, stretches out his little arms and cries:
‘Mama! Mama!”

“Pick up your child, wman!”

It's ot mine, siynot mine!” she shoutsysterically and runs on, gering her ice with
her hands.She vants to hide, sheamts to reach those who will not ride the trucks, those who
will go on foot, those who will stay &k. She is young, health good-looking, she ants to
live.

But the child runs after hawailing loudly: “Mama, mama, donleave ne!”

“It' s ot mine, not mine, no!”

Andrei, a sailor from Sastopol, grabs hold of heHis eyes are glassy fromodka and
the heat.With one paverful blov he knocks her dfher feet, then, as shalls, tales he by the
hair and pulls her up ag. Hisface twitches with rage.

“Ah, you bloody Jsess! Soyou're running from yourwn child! I'll showv you, you
whore!” Hishuge hand chads herhe lifts her in the air and hees her on to the truck li& a
heary sack of grain.

“Here! And tale this with you, bitch!” and he thves the child at her feet.

“Gut gemadit, good work. Thats the way to deal with dgenerate mothefssays the
S.S. man standing at the foot of the truttut, gut, RussKi

“Shut your mouth,growls Andrei through clenched teeth, andlkg avay. From under
a ple of rags he pulls out a canteen, unasréhe cork, tais a fev deep svallows, passes it to
me. Thestrong wdka lurns the throatMy head swims, my lgs are shak agan | feel like
throwing up.

And suddenlyabove the teeming cnod pushing fonard like a iver driven by an unseen
power, a grl appears.She descends lightly from the train, hops on to theejrimoks around
inquiringly, as if somewvhat surprisedHer soft, blond hair hasfien on her shoulders in a tor
rent, she thnas it back impatiently With a natural gesture she runs her handsndber
blouse, casually straightens her skigthe stands lé this for an instant, aging at the cnad,
then turns and with a gliding look@mines our dces, as though searching for someone.
Unknowingly, | continue to stare at hamtil our e/es meet.
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“Listen, tell me, where are tia¢aking us?”

| look at her without saying aond. Here,standing before me, is a girl, a girl with
enchanting blond haiwith beautiful breasts, wearing a little cotton blouse, a girl with a wise,
mature look in heryes. Hereshe stands,azing straight into myaice, vaiting. And over
there is the gs chamber: communal death, disgusting and ulghd over in the other direc-
tion is the concentration camp: the wwhhead, the heg/ Soviet trousers in sweltering heat,
the siclening, stale odor of dirtydamp female bodies, the animal hundke inhuman labor
and later the sameag chambeionly an &en more hideous, more terrible death .

Why did she bring it?1 think to myself, noticing a kely gold watch on her delicate
wrist. They'll take it away from her agway.

“Listen, tell mé€, she repeats.

| remain silent.Her lips tighten.

“I know,” she says with a shade of proud contempt in loécey tossing her headshe
walks off resolutely in the direction of the truck§Someone tries to stop her; she boldly
pushes him aside and runs up the stdpsthe distance | can only catch a glimpse of her
blond hair flying in the breeze.

| go back inside the train; | carry out deadants; | unload lugage. Itouch corpses,ut
| cannot wercome the mounting, uncontrollable terrdortry to escape from the corpsesit b
they are everywhere: lined up on the gre, on the cement edge of the ramp, inside the cattle
cars. Babieshideous naid women, men twisted by ceualsions. Irun of as far as | can go,
but immediately a whip slashes across my backit of the corner of myye | see an S.S.
man, swearing profuselyl stagger fonard and run, lose myself in the Canada groNpw,
at last, | can once more resteagst the stack of railsThe sun has leanedWaver the horizon
and illuminates the ramp with a reddishwjdhe shades of the trees @& become elon-
gaed, ghostlilke. Inthe silence that settley@& nature at this time of daghe human cries
seem to rise all theay to the sk

1. Howwas it possible for peopleho otherwise consided themselves to be at the pinnacle of
civilization, to engge in such brutal treatment of the fellow human beings?

2. Ifyou had the leoice of going immediately to your death in the dantbes o trying to sur
vive as a worér in the death camps, whiewuld you havelwsen?
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XXI
Speech: Matrtin Luther King, Jr., Has a Deam—the American Dream

Many people egard the following spedtas the height of the Civil Rights mement in the
United States during the 1950and 19605. Thesetting was a ématic one On August 23,
1963, hundeds of thousands of peaceful demaisis went to Veshington DC, and Martin
Luther King Jr., the a&knowled@d leader of that mement deliverd this spedt Thespeed,
itself, goes bgond the Civil Rights nvement. Byying in the failed psmises made to the blac
people King is talking also about the yet-to-be-fulfilledprise of Americaln efiect, he is say-
ing that as long asacial injustice pewails in the United States, then theat America betys the
ideal America of liberty and justice for alllhe ley word here is all, not just somegnot just a fev,
not just the wealthynot just those who think or look &K do, kut all as ineveyone all God’s
children. Inthis sense thenacial injustice in un-American because iegnts the fulfillment of
Americas promise S0, from a spedt demanding justice for bl&s, Martin Luther King turned
the spedt into justice for all Americans and aminder of what the United States is supposed to
be all about.

The spedtitself maks use of a number of rhetoricaMilees particularly dective in a spo-
ken setting Notice in the second pagraph the wods “Five scoe years ago” are an alusion to
the Gettysbrg Address whezin Abaham Lincoln, in font of whose Memorial king was stand-
ing, said: “Four scoe and s&en yeas ago’ T his rhetorical deice is known aparadiorthosis
when famous wds ae quoted lut with a twist and without identifying thermn the thid para-
graph, the epetition of “One hundrd yeas later” underscoes the lak of fulfillment of the
promise of the Emancipation éualamation. Thisrepetition of a phase or wod is clled
anaphora And King ties the unfulfilled pmise of th&mancipation Proclamatiomith the unful-
filled promises of the Declation of Independence and the Constitutidn.the fourth and fifth
paragraphs, King used a number of metaph@r make hs point. He referred to the “bank of
justice” the “promissory note. . [of] unalienable right$,and the “drug of gadualisni. N ote
these aspects of his rhetorical styleoilghout the st of the speéc

‘I Have a Dream”
1 | am happy to join with you today in what will go den in history as the greatest demon-
stration for freedom in the history of our nation.
2 Five <ore years ago, a great American in whose symbolic shagodand, signed the
Emancipation Proclamationlhis momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to
millions of Negro slares who had been seared in the flames of withering injusticeame as
a joyous daybreak to end the long night of capti
3 But one hundred years lateve must face the tragicdct that the Ngro is still not free.
One hundred years latdhe life of the Ngro is still sadly crippled by the manacles afree
gation and the chains of discriminatio@ne hundred years latéhe Nero lives on a lonely
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island of peerty in the midst of a &st ocean of material prosperit9ne hundred years later
the Naro is still languishing in the corners of American society and finds himsekilarire
his avn land. So we hae mme here today to dramatize an appalling condition.

4 In a sense we kia mwme to our natios’ capital to cash a checRWVhen the architects of
our republic wrote the magnificenowds of the Constitution and the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the were signing a promissory note to whiokery American vas to &ll heir This
note was a promise that all merowld be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, libenty
the pursuit of happiness.

5 It is olvious today that America has defted on this promissory ingofas her citizens
of color are concernedinstead of honoring this sacred oldligpn, America has gen the
Negro people a bad check; a check which has come bacledhénsuficient funds. But we
refuse to belige that the bank of justice is bankrup/e refuse to beliee that there are insuf-
ficient funds in the greatawults of opportunity of this nationSo we hae cme to cash this
check—a check that will g¢ s ypon demand the riches of freedom and the security of jus-
tice. We havealso come to this halleed spot to remind America of the fiercegemg of
now. This is no time to erage in the luxury of cooling bbr to take the tranquilizing drug of
gradualism.Nowis the time to mad real the promises of democyadNowis the time to rise
from the dark and desolatelley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justic&lowis the
time to open the doors of opportunity to all of Godhildren. Now is the time to lift our
nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood.

6 It would be &tal for the nation towerlook the ugeng of the moment and to underesti-
mate the determination of the §fe. Thissweltering summer of the §eo’s legtimate dis-
content will not pass until there is arvigorating autumn of freedom and equalityineteen
sixty-three is not an enduba bginning. Thosavho hope that the Ngo needed to bl off
steam and will ne@ be content will hae a ude avakening if the nation returns touiness as
usual. Theravill be neither rest nor tranquillity in America until the gtte is granted his citi-
zenship rights.The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to sha& the foundations of our nation
until the bright day of justice enggs.

7  But there is something that | must say to my people who stand onatine threshold
which leads into the palace of justickn the process ofaning our rightful place, we must
not be guilty of wrongful deedd.et us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking
from the cup of bitterness and hatrétfe must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane
of dignity and discipline.We nust not allev our creatve protest to dgenerate into pfsical
violence. A@in and agin we must rise to the majestic heights of meetingiphl force with
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soul force.* The marelous ne/ militancy which has engulfed the iy community must
not lead us to a distrust of all white people, for ynahour white brothers, asvielenced by
their presence here toddyvecome to realize that their destirs ied up with our destin
and their freedom is ixéricably bound to our freedomie annot valk alone.
8 And as we wlk, we must mak the pledge that we shall march ahe&de annot turn
back. Thereare those who are asking thevokees of aril rights, “When will you be satis-
fied?” We @an neer be satisfied as long as the @ is the victim of the unspeakable horrors
of police brutality We can neer be satisfied as long as our bodies, Weavith the fatigue of
travel, cannot @in lodging in the motels of the highys and the hotels of the citied/e an-
not be satisfied as long as thegh®s basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to agar one.
We @an neer be satisfied as long as a e in Mississippi cannotote and a Ngro in Nev
York believes he has nothing for which toote. No,no, we are not satisfied, and we will not
be satisfied until justice rolls dm like waters and righteousnessdi mghty stream.
9 | am not unmindful that some of you Y& wome here out of great trials and trifstions.
Some of you hae come fresh from narm jail cells. Some of you haee come from areas
where your quest for freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by
the winds of police brutalityYou have been the eterans of create suffering. Continueo
work with the fith that unearned defing is redemptie.
10 Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to
Geogia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our modern citves, kno
ing that somehw this situation can and will be changeldet us not vallow in the \alley of
despair
11 | say to you todaymy friends, that in spite of the @dulties and frustrations of the
moment | still hae a deam. Itis a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

| havea dream that one day this nation will rise up ane leut the true meaning of its
creed: “W hold these truths to be seNident; that all men are created equal.

| havea dream that one day on the red hills of Ggarthe sons of former sles and the
sons of former siae ovners will be able to sit adn together at the table of brotherhood.

| havea dream that one dayen the state of Mississippi, a desert state sweltering in the
heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

| havea dream that my four little children will one dayd in a ration where the will
not be judged by the color of their skintliby the content of their character

* The words “soul force” are an allusion to Mahatma Gargliiiéa ofsatyayraha, which influenced Martin Luther
King and the entire @il Rights maement.
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| havea dream today

| havea dream that one daywery valley shall be &alted, @ery hill and mountain shall
be made lw, the rough places will be made plains, and the adoblaces will be made
straight, and the glory of the Lord shall beaaed, and all flesh shall see it together
12 This is our hope. This is thaith with which I return to the Southwith this fith we
will be able to her out of the mountain of despair a stone of hopéth this fith we will be
able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful sympidirother
hood. With this faith we will be able to wrk togetherto pray togetherto sruggle together
to go to jail togetheito sand up for freedom togethdinowing that we will be free one day
13 This will be the day when all of Galthildren will be able to sing with memeaning
“My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of libertgf thee | sing.Land where mydthers died,
land of the pilgrims pride, from &ery mountainside, let freedom rifig.

14 And if America is to be a great nation this must become t8gelet freedom ring from
the prodigious hilltops of Ne Hampshire. Lefreedom ring from the mighty mountains of
New York. Letfreedom ring from the heightening Adleenies of Pennsydwia!

Let freedom ring from the sma@apped Rockies of Colorado!

Let freedom ring from the cuaceous peaks of California!

But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of @&dr

Let freedom ring from\eery hill and molehill of Mississippi.From &ery mountainside,
let freedom ring.

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring froverg village and eery hamlet, from
evay state and\ery city. We will be able to speed up that day when all of Gatfildren,
black men and white men,wg and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join
hands and sing in theonds of the old Ngro spiritual, “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God
Almighty, we ae free at last®®

1. Analyzehe rest of Martin Luther King peed in terms of rhetorical ddces. Ifyou reca-
nize lut do not know the name of a particular rhetoricaVvide look it up. How does their use
heighten the impact of the megga

2. HasMartin Luther Kings deam been fulfilled?

18 “Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr Ennobles the @il Rights Movement at the Lincoln Memoridlin Lend Me
Yaur Ears: Great Spedues in Historyed. William Safire, N&v York, W. W. Norton, 1992, pp. 495-500.
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XXII
Book Review: Juan Boschs Evaluation of Henry Kissinger’s
Justification for the Overthrow of Salvador Allende

Book eviews ae dten an e@erlooled souce of @idence about people andents. Those
who write eviews ae wually selected because yhieave some special knowlexgf the topic
and can galuate the book &m the vantge wint of that &pertise Sometimes theesniewer has
an axe to grind because the author of the book writes somethingwbear finds diensive to
his own vigv of the events being describedn the following &cerpt fom a eview, Juan Bosh, a
noted Dominican politician and writeprovides a ngative assessment of angament Henry
Kissinger made in his memairThe White House &ars You ar 0 decide the s&ngths and
weaknesses of thegpective ajuments.

The issue is the coup in whithe Chilean militarywith CIA assistanceousted Pesident
Salvador Allende in 1973Allendes administation was eplaced by the brutal dictatsiip of
Geneanl August Pinobet. Atthe time Kissinger was Sea@tary of State of the United States and
Allende had been psident of Chile for tlee yeas. Allendewas a Marxist and had in mind
some sweepinghanges for the elationship between the gernment and the economy in Chile
It was in the middle of the ColdaWand Kissingr's concerns about Allendg’potential sympa-
thy with the Saet Union, the ashenemy of the United States, comesugh in the quotations
that Boséb dtes.

Bosch on Kissinges’ Argument

In the first wlume . . .of his book,White House &ars, Henry Kissinger deotes thirty-
one pages to relating theeats, as he sees them, that culminated in the assassination of Presi-
dent Salador Allende. Those thirty-one pages makp a whole chapter that its author titles
“The Autumn of Crises: Chiléand that bgins by referring to the election of September 4,
1970. Inthose elections, writes KissingéGahadore Allende achved a durality . . .with
a bare 36.2% of the populapte”

Why did Kissinger bgin the chapter in thisay? With the olvious intent of impressing
his readers, from the first, with thegament that the electoral victory of Popular Unity that
brought Allende to peer was not Igitimate because he did not obtain more than half of the
votes cast.This also maks perfectly clear from the first that withlgeed to Chile the former
secretary of state of President Nixoasanot really writing his memoiraubhis defense, and
that this account of what he did in the Chileaiainfttempts to deform the truth so that his
readers may absah\him of his responsibility for the years of &ring and humiliation, death,
and misery that his actions and those of hisagonent caused to the country afldfo Neruda
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and Orlando Letelier

In case the absurdgument of the number obtes obtained by Popular Unity should not
suffice, Kissingeracting as lavyer in his evn defense, tries to justify his conduct with respect
to Chile by allging that the Chilean elections took place

just as Moscer and Cairo were rejecting our protests of Middle East ceasefire violations; Jordan
feared an imminent Iraqi me aanst the King; a Saet naval force was steaming teard Cuba.

On September 8, the day the Chileametiyments were first discussed by an interageom-

mittee, seeral airplanes had been hijaakin the Middle East and the\8et flotilla was nearing

the port of Cienfugos. Sixdays lateron September 14, when Chileas n&t considered, the
Jordan situation had deteriorated, and Cuban MiGs intercepted a U-2 flight seeking to photo-
graph Cienfugos and the mission had to be abortedthe weeks that folleed, our ggernment
pondered Chileanvents not in isolation tt aguinst the backdrop of the Syriarvasion of Jor

dan and our &rt to force the Saet Union to dismantle its installation for servicing nuclear
submarines in the Caribbeaihe reaction must be seen in that cghte

At whom was this long and unnecessamplanation, and its last avds, in particulgr
directed? Theeply to this question is found in the lines that felionmediately on the same
page (p. 654):

In ary circumstances, Allendg’dection was a challenge to our national interédte dd not find

it easy to reconcile ourselg to a second Communist state in thresién HemispheréiVe were
persuaded that heonld soon be inciting anti-American policies, attacking hemispheric solidar
ity, making common cause with Cuba, and sooner or later establishing close relations with the
Soviet Union. And this was all the more painful because Allende represented a break with
Chile’s long democratic history andonld become president not through an authemficession

of majority will but through a fluk o the Chilean political system. Thirty-six percent of the pop-
ular wote was hardly a mandate for the weesible transformation for Chilg’political and eco-

nomic institutions that Allende as determined to fefct.

The chief of foreign polig of the United States cannot coneethat ary country in the
world can accept as a democratic—and constitutional—principle that when there are three
candidates for president the victory should go to the one who obtains more that 33.33% of the
vote. Thissimply cannot beln conformity with the rules of the only true, authentic democ-
ragy, the one imented by the authors of the Constitution of the United States, the gtly le
mate elections are those in which onlyteandidates vie for peer. It was inconceiable and
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unpardonable, alve dl, that this violation of the principles that\gn the functioning o cap-
italist democrag should be used to bring to wer men who were not submigsisibjects of
Yankee interestsFor this reason, that part of the chapter dedicated to Ch\éhite House
Yeaars ends with these @rds: “Two previous American administrations had come to the same
conclusion. Wo administrations had judged that an Allendesggament in Chile wuld be
against fundamental American national interesBur conclusion in 1970 &s substantially
the samé.

Now, sgnce those tw previous administrations had been those ehKedy and Johnson,
and Johnson as no longer president at thegb®ing of 1970, it is plain that the Allendewgo
ernment, which bgen its mandate at the end of 197(saborn with a sentence of death that
had been passedagst it at least tavyears before, and this sentence o death merely rati-
fied by Kissinger and Nixon, designated by aerehelming majority of mankind to judge
the gwernments of this wrld, both the quick and the dead, and apply to them the sentences
they deemed suitable.

Let me point out, hwever, that despite that pveous sentence of death, if Saflor
Allende had sent Kissinger and Nixon a message assuring them that Popular airidy w
maintain a polig favarable to the national andonld interests of the United States, Allende
would have keen lept in paver, come what maywith the agument that in accordance with
the Chilean constitution, Allende had obtained gdlplurality of votes @er his rivals. For
such is the arbitrary position of the higtii@als of the United States, who wilNen justify a
crime on the grounds that it is their duty to defend the national interests of the United States—
meaning thereby the interests of an alay of multibillionaires.

To read, almost sen years after the murder of Satlor Allende, what Kissinger writes
about the eents that led to the murder of Satlor Allende fills one with bitterness and wrath,
for a reading of those pages realclear that the desyiof peoples like those of Latin Amer
ica depends on astoundingly ignorant men, men who wield enormags poncentrated in
engines of destruction which theet in motion without the leastvareness of the forces the
unleash. Kissingewas a por deil, a sorceres gprentice who did notven know why he
did what he did.He says (p. 656):

What worried us about Allende as his proclaimed hostility to the United States and his patent
intention to create another Cublawas his &plicit program and indeed long-standing goal to es-
tablish an irreersible dictatorship and a permanent challenge to our position in éise Aémi-
sphere. Andn the month of Cienfugos it was not absurd to takeriously the implications of



109

another Swaiet ally in Latin America.Our concerns with Allende as based on national secuyrity
not on economics.

What should we makd this paragraphdf what Kissinger calls his “concern” autho-
rized the Nixon administration to dispose of Allende at @st, including his pysical elimi-
nation, by what right does the United States proclaim itself thédwhampion of democra-
cy? Can a democracresort to crime because it beds that its national security is in danger
even before @ents prave the istence of a danger?

Kissinger afirms that between 1962 and 1964 thenKedy and Johnson administrations
contributed more than three million dollars to the political campaign of Eduardo Frei, who
during those years ag Allendes rival for the presidencof Chile; later he says that Johnson
made sailable hundreds of thousands of dollars to Allesdaemies in order that the parties
opposed to Popular Unity might win thegiglatve dections held in March 1969He adds
that North American aid to Chile during the Frei administration “totaled wetl $i hillion,
the lagest per capita program bgrfin Latin Americd,and eplains that this s done “to
strengthen the democratic forcesimgt Allendé.

The high point of this illuminating chapter of Kissingebbok appears on the last page
(p. 683), in a paragraph that reads as ¥alo“The myth that Allende as a democrat has
been as assiduously fostered as it is untrliee fact is that @rious measures tak by
Allende’s government were declared to be unconstitutional and outsidewhigyléhe Chilean
Supreme Court on May 26, 1973, by the Comptroller General on July 2, 1973, and by the
Chamber of Deputies on August 22, 1973.

Naturally, after reading this paragraph, the ordinary reader must ask himselivino
Kissinger can call undemocratic avggnment in which the Supreme Court, the Comptroller
General, and the Chamber of Deputies, which formag vmportant parts of the Chilean
state apparatus, operated with complete freedom with respect teethive ranch of go-
ernment. Whaemenges \ery clearly from the chapter on Chile \lhite House &ars is that
Allende’s murderers dared to liquidate him because behind them stoodvéhehelming
power of the United States, and that in his eagerness to conceal the truth the serpent named
Henry Kissinger ended up s#lowing its avn tail 1°

19 Juan Bosch, “Henry Kissinger on Sadlor Allende,in Latin American Civilization: History and Society492

to the Pesent ed. Benjamin Ken, 5th ed., BouldeWestviav Press, 1991, pp. 434-437; trans. from Juan Bosch,
“Salvador Allende en las memorias de Kissijg€asa de las America@avana), Year 22, Septemb&ctober
1981, no. 128, pp. 100-103.
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1. Whatdo you think of Jan Bosb’s aitique? Hashe misepresented Kissirgr's agument?
2. Canyou think of other gguments that Bobkadid not use toefute Kissingr's agument?

3. Canyou think of aguments other than those of Kisengo refute what Bodtis saying?
4

. Givenwhat has occued since 1973, do you think &J irvolvement in the werthow of
Allende was justified?



