Golden Horde, an anachronistic and misleading term for an area more appropriately called the
Ulus of Jochi or Khanate of Qipchaq (although Arabic sources at times refer to it as the Ulus of
Batu or Ulus of Ber&). InRussian sources contemporary to Xistence, the terr@rdaalone

was used to apply to the camp or palace, and later to the capitahbitye the khan resided.

The termZolotaia Oda, which has been translated as “Golden Horde”, first appears in Russian
sources of the late sixteenth to earlyesg¢eenth centuries, mglecades after the end of the
Qipchaqg Khanateln a travel account of 1624 concerning a jouyniae took to Persia, the

merchant FA. Kotov describes coming to thev@r \blga Rver: “Here by the ner Akhtuba

[i.e., the eastern #dient of the dlga] stands th&olotaia Oda. The khans court, palaces, and
[other] courts, and mosques are all made of stone. Butlhthese hiildings are being

dismantled and the stone is beingaiakto Astrakhan’.We can understandolotaia Oda here to
mean the capital city of the Qipchag Khana¥.the two capitals of that khanate—*Old” Sarai

or New Sarai (referred to in the historiograpbs Sarai Batu and Sarai Bexk

respectrely)—Kotov’'s description most ligly refers to Nev Sarai at the present-day Tsare
archaeological site.

In theHistory of the Kazan’ Khanat@azanskaia istoriig which some scholars date to the
second half of the sixteenth century and others to the eadgtsenth centurythe termZolotaia
Orda (or Zlataia Oda) appears at least 15 times. Most of these references seem to be to the
capital city—that is, where the khardourt was—ut some can byxtension be understood to
apply to the entire area ruled by the khaine problem with accepting the reliability of this
work is its genre, which seems to be historical fictiowesthe popularity of thédistory of the
Kazan’ Khanatdthe text is extant in over 200 manuscript copies), one can understandthe
term “Golden Horde” became a popular term of referef@bat is more dffcult to understand
is why.

Neither Kotov nor the author of thelistory of the Kazan’ Khanateplains wly they are

using the term “Golden Hordd1t does not conform to the steppe cetlrection system, such



that black = north, blue = east, red = south, white = west, andw@taold) = center The
Qipchaq Khanate a&s not at the center of the Mongol Empiug &t its westernx@remity, so we
should epect the term “White Horde”, which we do find although rarely in sources
contemporary to itsxestence. Een then the term “White Horde” seems to apply only to the
khanates western half, while the term “Blue Horde” identifies its eastern I@aiffe could refer
to the palace or the camp ofyddhan as “golden” in the sense that @sat the “center” of the
khanate, bt in no other case is it used to refer to a khanate as a whole.

In the eighteenth centuyririncess Ekaterina Dasb¥a suggested the term “Golden Horde”
was gplied to the Qipchaq Khanate “because it possessed great quantities of gold and the
weapons of its people were decorated witlBitit this conjecture seems tllfinto the realm of
folk etymology Others hae siggested the term refers to the goldevilfma of the khan, or at
least a tent agered with golden tiles (as the fourteenth-centurydiexr Ibn Battuta described the
domicile of Khan Ozbek)Yet, khans in other khanates had similar tents wilipas at the time,
so there as nothing that muld male this a distinguishing trait of the Qipchaqg khan or of his
khanate, let alone a reason to call the khanate “gdld&rnadsl proposed that “Golden
Horde” may hae keen applied to the Khanate of Qipchaq (or Great Horde) only after the
separation of the Crimean Khanate and Kazan’ Khanate from it in the mid-15th céntury
would have, accordingly occupied a central or “golden” position between the. tMet, neither of
the other khanates, in thei@ence sailable to us, vas designated white or blue (or red or black)
as we wuld then &pect to see.

Thus, we are left with three intractable considerations: (1) we maevidence that the
Qipchaqg Khanate as @er referred to as “Golden Horde” during the time of itstence; (2) the
earliest appearance of the term in a non-fictiorakvis one written more than 100 years after
the khanates demise and refers specifically to the capital city where the khan resided, not to the
khanate as a whole; and (3) no better reasiensotself for calling the Qipchaq Khanate the

“Golden Horde” than an apparent migdk a late sixteenth- or early wanteenth-century



Muscovite work of fiction.

The Khanate of Qipchaqas set up by Batu (d. 1255) in the 1248ter the return of the
Mongol force that imaded central EuropeBatu, thus, became the first khan of a khanate that
was a nmulti-ethnic conglomeration consisting of Qipchags (P@, Kangli, Alans, Circassians,
Rus’, Armenians, Greeksplga Bulgars, Khwarezmians, and others, including no more than
4000 Mongols who ruledver them. Economicallyit was made up of nomadic pastoralists,
sedentary agriculturalists, and urban dwellers, including merchants, artisans, and craftsmen. The
territory of the khanate at its greategpanse reached from Galicia and Lithuania in the west to
present-day Mongolia and China in the east, and fraansEaucasia and Klanezm in the south
into the forest zone of the Rus’ principalities and western Siberia in the 18wothe scholars
dispute whether the Rus’ principalities wevereoffi cially part of the Qipchaq Khanate or
merely \assal states. These scholars cite the account of the 14th-century Arabic historian al-
Umari to the dect that the Khanate consisted of four parts: Sarai, the Crimeagrim, and
theDesht-i Qiptaq (the western Eurasian steppe). Since most Rus’ principalities were not in the
steppe bt in the forest zone north of the steppeytweuld seem to bexeluded. Other scholars
argue that we should not put too fine a point on what al-Umari understood as the northern limit
of theDesht-i Qipbag, for, according to Juaini, Jochi, the son of Chinghis Khan aather of
Batu, was granted all lands to the west of the IrtyskheRias fr in that direction as the hoss
of Tatar horses trotiy hich would seem to include the Rus’ principalities conquered in
campaigns of 1237-1240n addition, a number of Rus’ sources refer to the Rus’ principalities
asulusof the khan.

The gowernmental structure of the Qipchaq Khanateswnost likely the same as that of
other steppe khanates andsied by a ruler called a “khan” who could trace his genealogical
lineage back to Chinghis Kham divan of garachi beys(calledulus bgsin the 13th and 14th
centuries), made up of four emirs, each of whom headed one of the major chiefdoms, constituted

a oouncil of state that gularly advised the kharlhe dvan’s consent vas required for all



significant enterprises on the part of theggoment. All important documents concerning
internal matters had to be “count#gned” (usually by means of a seal) by djaeachi beysfor
them to go into déct. Their witnessing &as also required for all agreements with foreigwers
to become dicial. The khan s not alloved to meet with foreign ambassadors without the
garachi beys as representaties o the major chiefdoms, being preseit times an assembly
called aquriltai advised the khanub could also be called to choose aviknan or depose the
reigning khan.Notable men from the ruling class made upgtgltai and this included the
khans relatves and retinue, religious leaders, as well as other members of the nobility from the
ruling classs lower ranks.The gowernment vas set up on a dual-administvatiasis with a
vizier in chage of cvilian administration, including recorcekping and the treasurhe
beklaribek(head of theyarachi beys) presided wer military administration. The clan of each
garachi bey held the highest social and political status within its chiefdom with peoplegf e
social status in descending ordemiido slaes beneath.

Six of the early khans of the Qipchag Khanate weyenskshipers, the traditional religion
of the Mongols. One of the early khans, Sartagi256—1257), may h& been a Nestorian
Christian and anotheBerke (r. 1257-1267), s Muslim. But all the early khans folled
policies of religious tolerationln the early 14th centuriKhan Ozbek (r1313-1341) coverted
to Islam, which from then on became théoudl religion of the elite of the Khanate and spread
to most of the rest of the populatiofhe Rus’ principalities, heever, remained Christian, since
the Rus’ Church enyed the protection of the khans as long as the Rugjycfgayed for the
well-being of the khan and hiarhily.

The Qipchag Khanate hadtensve dplomatic dealings with foreign peers, both as part
of the Mongol Empire and independently maintained agreements with the Byzantine Empire
and Mamluk Egypt.Ilt fought incessantly with the Illkhanate and maintained alternating periods
of agreement and conflict with the Grand Bsilof Lithuania.lt maintained gtensve

commercial dealings with Byzantium, Egypt, Genoa, Pisa, anet¥ to the west as well as with



the other Mongol khanates and China to the east. During the 14th cartigty Islamic Turkic
culture emeged in the Qipchag Khanate.

At the end of the 13th centythe Qipchaq Khanate suved a cevastating cvil war
between Khan dkhta and the Prince Nag Afterthe assassination of Khan Berdibek in 1359,
the khanate went througlves 20 years of turmoil and endured anothevastating cvil war, this
time between Khandkhtamish and the Emir Mamalin 1395, Bmerlane swept through the
khanate, defeated the army @khtamish, and razed the capital citi&és.the middle of the 15th
century the Qipchaq Khanatedaa to split up with the Crimean Khanate and Kazan’ Khanate
separating df Finally in 1502, the Crimean Khan Mengli Girdefeated the last khan of the
Qipchaq Khanate, absorbed the western part of the khanate into his domains vaetithko
setting up of the Khanate of Astrakhan’ tovgm the rest.The Qipchaq Khanate, nonetheless,
lasted &r longer as an independent political entity thanadthe othewlusgranted by Chinghis

Khan to his sons.
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