Chinggis Khan (ca. 1162-1227)

A Mongol prince, the eldest son oéatigei, Chinggis Kharathered under his banner the
pastoral nomads of the eastern steppe agahtre@ampaign of conquest that led to the creation
within three generations of the dgst empire in wrld history to that time.

Given the name @muchin at birth, he &s born into circumstances that hardly presaged his
subsequent spectacular careBne pastoralists of the eastern steppe wereisi lot and it
was dfficult for aryone to unite manof them for \ery long. Added to that were the policies of
the Chinese emperors, which aimed to ensure that no single chieftain could bea@niel po
enough to pose a threat to the sedentary population under their domihmempire of the
Meng-ku, predecessors of the Mongols, collapsed in the 1160s when the Jin emperor had formed
an alliance with thed&tars, who then turned on the Meng-ku and defeated them.

Our eridence for the life of @muchin/Chinggis Khan comes mainly fronoteources: a
Mongol source—Fhe Seat History of the Mongols-and a Persian sourceFre Compendium
of Chronicles(Jami* al-Tawarikh). Themain part ofThe Seat Historywas nost likely written
in 1228 and subsequent additions made by 1241 (or 1246 at the latest), s@iyisaly source
by an unknan author It presents eents from a Mongol point of vig including some
surprisingly unflattering information about Chinggis Khan—ixairaple, that as a pde was
afraid of dogs.The compiler ofThe Compendium of Gimicles Rashd d-Din (1247-1318),
was vizier to the ll-khan Ghazan. ((295-1304) as well as being a doctduch of the wark was
done by 1304, it he did not complete it until 1310-1Rashd d-Din gpparently had access to
the nav no longer atantGolden BooKAltan debte), which was the dicial history of the
Mongols, as well as to documents and oral traditidiiee Compendiunends to present a
celebratory vier of Chinggis Khanrs life. Ourother sources for the life of Chinggis Khan

include the Chinese dynastic histahe Yuanshj and the Persian historiaAla al-Din Juaini’s



History of the Wrld Conqueor. But these tw sources are generally considered tovimte less
reliable information.

The sources agree thamuchins father Yeslgei, vas of the Borjigid clan, a branch of the
Kiyat, which in turn were related to thayichi’'ut, a people whoved through hunting and
fishing in the forest area of thenNer Seleng River. Yestigei became chief of the KiyafEhe
Secet Historytells us that ¥stigei abducted Ho’elun, his senior wife to be, as siseon her
way to marry Chiledu, a Merkit, it Rashd d-Din glosses wer this incident.In 1170, ¥esiigei
took the young &@muchin to the Onggirat to be betrothed to Bo@e. the vay home ¥stigei
died after partaking of food with the neighborirgdrs, leading to the supposition that he had
been poisoned. As a result of his death, the chiefdom collapsed and the Kiyats didparasd.
not until until fifteen years later that theeunited with Emuchin as their chief.

Until then, muchin, his brothers (Jochi-Kaskachun, and @muge), sister @mulun),
and half-brothers (Bekhter and Belgutei) were raised alone by their mother Holélerseat
History reports an incident whereefihuchin killed his half-brother Bekhter after the latter had
stolen his huntDuring this period, @muchin befriended one of his long-time companions
Bogorju when he helpedemuchin recweer eight of his amily’s golen horses, andemuchin met
his future blood brotheafdg Jamuga, who later became head of the Jadirat chiefddso.
during this period, according Ithe Seat History Temuchin vas captured by theayichi'ut
and an ogn yole (cangue) &stened around his necleniuchin managed to escape in part by
befriending one of his captors. Rashid tells us tleatdchin vas talen prisoner by diérent
tribes “on mawg occasions,but always somehw managed to escapé&he historian Michael H.
Hart has, among others, commented on the remarkable circumstance that “[f]roxtrénnsty
of helplessness, as an illiterate prisoner in a pimibiarren countryTemujin rose to become
the most pwerful man in the wrld” (Michael H. Hart,The 100: A Ranking of the Most
Influential Rersons in Historyrev. ed. [New York: Citadel Press, 1992] 144).



In 1178, Bmuchin returned to the Onggirat to reclaim Borte as his bride andackeeli
black sable coat as awly. Shortly thereafterthe Merkits raided @muchins camp and
abducted Borte in wenge for Yesugeis ebduction of Ho’elun wer 16 years earlier According
to Rashd d-Din, Borte vas already pgnant with Bmuchins first son, Jochi, so the Merkits
gave her for safekeping to dghril, chief of the keraits. The Seat History in contrast, presents
a more plausible account that Bortasviept by the Merkits and gen as wife to Chilger the
younger brother of the modeceased ChileduTemuchin presented the black sable coat he had
receved as a dwry to Toghril, who had been the blood brother efiuchins father Toghril
then took ®muchin under his protection, whictasvof major benefit to both of them, and
supplied 20,000 troops to attack the Merkits. Along with another 20,000 supplied by Jamuqga,
Temuchin receered Borte, who as nov pregnant. If the account of Rashal-Din is accepted,
then Jochi s emuchins legtimate son, bt if the account oThe Seazt Historyis taken, then
Temuchin accepted Jochi as higitanate son een though the probability is heas the son of
Chilger. This distinction may be a significant one for understandingBdatu, Jochs on and
khan of the Qipchak Khanatea# neer considered for gaghan.

Between 1183 and 1189, three more sons were boemaodhin and Borte: Chaghatai,
Ogedei, and dlui. Duringthis period, €muchin @thered together folwers who were not part
of ary clan or chiefdom. This manner o&tnering companions alled him to create a core
group who were not dided by other Igalties. Theanthropologist Thomas Barfield theorizes
that Temuchin continued this practice by distiting members of diérent clans and chiefdoms
among arious rgiments. The idea as to break den and suppress kinshipylalties in avar of
loyalty to Chinggis Khan directlyn Barfield’s view, this diiding up allaved the military
organization that Chinggis Khan established to ste\im and preide the basis for the rebig
push under Ogedei, Guyuk, and Qubilai to further his conquests, including ireghéunder
Batu), in Iran and the Middle East (under Hjilg and in China (under QubilaiPrevious to

this, allegiance to a charismatic leadeasvalong clan and chiefdom lines, to which subgroups



the members xerted when the charismatic leader died aswwerthrown.

In 1185, BEmuchin vas chosen chief of the Borjigids, h&gters dan. Accordingto The
Secet History it was at this time that he adopted the title “Chinggis Khan” (8 12T Yhiat
would seem to be much too soon for such a grand title. Maly lile vas gven the title, asThe
Secet Historyalso relates, by thguriltai of 1206 (8 202), which united a huge proportion of the
eastern steppe peoples undemtichins leadership.

In 1186 (or 1187 at the latest), Jamuga agchdchin had aalling out, which led to a battle
at Dalan Balzhut. According fbhe Seaet History Jamuga ven, whereas according to Rashi
al-Din, Temuchin von. Itis more lilkely The Seat Historyis correct—that is, thatéfmuchin
lost—because we mohavean approximately 10-yearg in our sources concerning the life of
Chinggis Khan. The historiaraBl Ratchnesky proposes that@muchin spent those years in
China, possibly as a sfad the Jin, and that this perioca® seen as so embarrassing that e
the author offhe Seat Historysuppressed it (50).

Around the same time oghril fled to Qara Khitai after heas aerthrovn by the Naimans.
When emuchin returned in 1195 or so, h@aegathering forces around him, anddhril and
Temuchin, both of whom had been ixile from the steppe, arranged to mééte Seczt History
and Rashl d-Din differ on whether the meeting occurred before the campamjnsighe atars
or after Rashd d-Din, who says it as after the campaign, hasghril being avarded the title
Wang Khanby the Jin emperor for defeating their common enelhso, then Dghril would
have had to hae met up with Bmuchin earlieras The Seat Historysays, because therewd
be no reason tonard such a title.It is more likely, howeve, that Toghril was avarded the title
some time later for heag not pwerful enough at this point for it to doyagood to the Jin.In
ary case, Emuchins relationship with ®ghril was instrumental in hisventual rise to becoming
khan of the eastern steppe peoples.

In 1196, Emuchin along with dghril defeated theakars, and @muchin receied a mnor

title from the Jin emperor for ittn 1197, Bmuchin helpeddghril regan his position as chief of



the Keraits. Accordindo The Secet History the Jin emperor best@d the titleWang Khanon
Toghril at this time (in Mongol, this title becar@g Kharn. Wang Khan and @muchin
together attacdd the Merkits, who were led byHto’a-beki, and defeated thenutlour sources
tell us that Viing Khan nglected to gie Temuchin his share of the boo8uch incidents
eventually led to adlling out between themubfor the time being@muchin continued to play
the loyal vassal.

In 1199, \ang Khan and @muchin engged in a joint campaign aigst Buiruk, Khan of
the Naimans. \&hg Khan pulled back right before the battlgt, the Naimans attaek his forces
arnyway. Temuchin sent troops to aiddvy Khan and sad him from capture.ln 1200,
Temuchin campaigned a@st the ayichi'ut.

In 1201, Jamuga a&s chosen Gurkhany@-khan) and headed a coalitionaagst 'emuchin
and Wang Khan. Their forces battled at Koyitdn. 1202, Bmuchin destrged the atar forces
at Dalan-nemues, near the Khalkharr. Temuchin and \&hg Khan bro& with each other
ove Temuchins proposal to secure a closer alliance of their resge@milies through
marriage. Ving Khan, either because of this proposal or eadikerded to get rid of his
ambitious @assal. Abattle with the leraits at Kalakalzhit occurred resulting in the defeat of
Temuchin. Fronthere he withdne to Lake Baljuna with nineteen companions and a small
number of troopsSecet History§ 175 says 2600; Rashid [103] has 4600hese companions
had brolen ties with their respegg dans and chiefdoms in order to honor theirgiflece to
Temuchin. In return, @muchin promised “to share the bitter and sweet fruits” with them
(Yuanshias quoted in Cleas, “Historicity,” 397). The then drank from the lakto seal their
oaths. As a result, the ocgamters became kmmn as theBaljuntu (“Muddy Water Drinlers”), and
they became the commanders ariuchins restructured army

In 1203, after gthering more forcesemuchin battled the éfaits agin. Wang Khan vas
defeated and diedemuchin then as recognized as chief of thetdits. Andn 1204, he

campaigned agnst the Naimans. Itas during this campaign thaatd Tonga, the Keeper of the



Seal of the Naiman, cameea into Temuchins rvice. hta nga is dten credited with setting
up the Mongol breaus on the Naiman model and of transcribing the Mongol language into
Uighur.

In 1205, the Naimans led a coalition of chiefdoms, including the Merkits uo#éer’'a-
beki and the Jadirat under Jamuqgaiast Emuchins amy. During the course of the battle,
Jamugqa left the field with his force$he Seat History which displays a sympattior Jamuqga,
explained his action as a gl®o ensure victory to @nuchin. Rashkid-Din, havever, provides a
more likely explanation—that is, Jamuqa losith in the ability of the Naimans to be able to
defeat Emuchins nrewly restructured armySome of Jamuqa’followers took him prisoner and
handed him wer to Temuchin. Difering accounts iThe Sect Historyand in Rashid lee
mary doubts as to thevents that folleved. In the end, lveever, Jamuga, th@endaand most
significant Mongol wal of Temuchin, vas eecuted.

In 1206, Bmuchin vas declared Chinggis Khan byjariltai held at the source of the Onon
River. Over the course of the me20 years he undertook a number of campaigns of conquest
unprecedented in scope and speed in east and central Asian Histit299, after defeating
Buiruk Khan, subduing the Kighiz, and engging the &nguts, his army attaed the kingdom of
Xi Xia. The campaign stalled and Chinggigogated with the leaders of Xi Xia who agreed to
break with the Jin. In 1210, Chinggis refused to payfarther tritute to the Jin emperoh
quriltai on the Kerulen Rver advised in &va of an atack on northern China in 1211. During the
advance, hwever, Chinggis was wounded and the Mongol army withdre

In 1213, Chinggis reneged the campaign agst the Jin in northern China taking man
cities. Hebesiged the Jin capital Da-du in the falllng year After neggotiations and the
moving of the Jin capital to Nanking, rebellion beotut in Da-du. Chinggis remeed the sige
resulting in thedll of Da-du in 1215. The foll@ing year Chinggis returned to the eastern steppe
to deal with rebellious chiefdomdt was at this time that he apparently brought back with him

Jin administrators, including the KhitaeN Chucai, who became the main adviser to Chinggis



Khan in the setting up of the dual system of Mongol administration based on the Chinese model.

In 1217, Chinggis signed a trade treaty with Muhammad I, theaiéem ShahThe
following year the Mongol army as engged in a campaign amst the kingdom of Qara Khitai.
During the course of the fighting, forces of the kdnezm Shah emged a Mongol force under
Jochi. In1219, the Khwarezm Shah killed Mongol ambassadors seeking to reestablish peaceful
trade relations. Since thisaw an open act ofag Chinggis attackd the armies of the Krawezm
Shah. Theentire campaign sheed e/idence of the thorough intelligence and careful
planning that characterized Mongol campaigihile Chinggis Khars sons Chaghatai and
Ogedei attaokd Otraya force under his eldest son, Jochi, and the commander Jelesl soath
into Transoxiana. Ithe meantime, a third force, under Chinggis Khan and the brilliant general
Subedei meed west and seemed to disapped@ihe Kwarezm Shah may hea felt safe from
attack because of the distance from Mongolia andxisteace of the Qizil Km desert in
between, which as considered to be impenetrable by an arBwt Chinggis Khan found a
guide who led his army across the desert sodsable to attack and @Bukhara and
subsequently Samarkan@hinggis Khan chased Jalal al-Din, the son of the &leam Shah, to
India with the lager part of his military while the rest of the Mongol army under the command
of Jochi and Subodei chased the knegzm Shah to an island in the Caspian Sea where he died.
This Mongol epedition force then continued north through the Caucasus. It defeated a combined
force of Poletsy and Rus’ at the Kalka @& in 1223 before returning around the north of the
Caspian Sea to Central Asia.

After the success of the Klanezm campaign, Chinggisdaa gopointing Muslims, such as
Mahmud Malavach, who were, according the Seat History“skillful in the laws and customs
of cites” (8 263) as advisers on commercifdies and as administrators and taatlerers.
Throughout his campaigns, Chinggis Khan fekal a polig of pillaging ary city that resisted
and of selling the inhabitants into way but of sparing cities and people that capitulated

peacefully The idea vas to encourage thexieity to be attackd to surrender without a fight



and be sparedThis form of psychological arfare was not inented by Chinggis Khan,ub he
used it so déctively that his reputation as a ruthless marauder constantly seekemgee
became well established/ore likely, Chinggis Khan, after being selected khan in 1206 and his
initial victory over Xi Xia, was motvated by reasons of maintaining trade between the
pastoralists of the steppe who he led and the sedentary people of neighboring kirfgdoem.
studies of steppe pastoralistv@gointed to the vital importance of trade with sedentary people
for necessities to maintain the pastoral lifesty¢hen that trade is cutfpthe pastoral &y of
life is threatened.

Chinggis remained in northwestern India for thetrdew years. It vas during this time that
the Taoist philosopher Changchun visited Chinggis aad iwolved in long discussiondn
1225, Chinggis return to the eastern steppe, perhaps in part because Xi Xia had reestablished
relations with the Jin. From 1226 to 1227, Chinggis undertook a campaimstayi Xia and the
Jin. He died in August 1227 in northern China ard Wwried at an unknen location either
according to one tradition, in the Ordosmore likely, in the Mongolian homeland on the side
of the mountain Burgan-galdun.

Division of the empire had already been determined by Chinggis Khan among his four sons:
western steppe to Jochi; central Asia to Chaghatai; Ogedeieg@oerthern China; andolui,
the youngest, receed the Mongol homeland—that is the eastern stefgece Jochi
predeceased hiather Jochi’s on Batu recefed the western steppe “aarfas atar hoof
penetrated” (Juaini, 42). A successor as gaghaaswnot chosen until 1229 when his second
oldest surwing son, Ogedei, as chosen by quriltai. The armyadministratve gructure, and
alliance system that Chinggis Khan set up sted/him, so that his successors were able toemak
make further extraordinary conquests throughout Asia and into Eurepetbe course of the

next half centurywhich had a profound influence on the sedentamjizations of Eurasia.
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