Berdibek, 12th khan of the Qipchag Khanate (1357-1359), son of Khan Janitiffierent \ersions of

how Berdibek became kharxist in the sourcesAccording to one account in lbn Khaldun, Janibek had
left Berdibek in chage of Tabriz after conquering Azerbaijan. On theywback from &briz, Janibek
became ill and diedBerdibek then became khan. This account finds corroboration in the Rogozhskii
(Tver) Chronicle. The “Anonym of Iskander” says Berdibek ordered héghkrs nurder Some Rus’
chronicles add that Berdibek had his agem#ltbii kill twelve o his brothers. The Nikon Chronicle
expanded on thisarsion to say thatoWlubii was a prince, and teacher of Berdibek, and that he instructed
Berdibek to kill not only his twekr trothers It also his &ther That Berdibek killed his twebs brothers
seems unligly (why those twele, for whom in ay case, we hee ro other vidence, and not the twoth-

ers who gentually succeeded him?)he chroniclers’ reference to 6Wlubii” may be to the emir dghlu

Bey, who Natanzi declared, in yet anothegrsion of Janibek’ demise, vas one of the conspirators
responsible for killing Janibek (although without Berdilsdikionledge or complicity).

In ary case, upon Berdibe&k’aiccession, all the Rus’ princeswtebed to Sarai to hae teir iarlyki
(patents) renged. Oneof the fav extantiarlyki of the Qipchaq Khanate is from Berdibek to Metropoli-
tan Aleksei in 1357 andfaims the freedom of the Church from ésxand tribtes as well as declaring the
Churchs property protected fromxg@ropriation or damage.

The emir Mamai married Berdibek8aughter which made him a §@l brotherin-law and no doubt
sened to enhance his influence in political matters within the khanate as well as his riseeto Ao
palace coup by Berdibekyounger brother Qulpa led to Berdibglkkeath in 1359.Qulpa, in turn, \as
overthrown the nat year by the remaining brother Waz, thus, ushering in a period of 20 years of tur
moil in the Qipchaq Khanate. Berdibsk&ign has been generally peraei as the bginning of this time

of troubles due to accusations of theywhe became khan anésvdeposed.

Further reading: A. N. NasomoMongoly i Rus’ (istoriia tataskoi politiki na Rusi)(Moscav and
Leningrad, 1940); Bertold SpuleDie Goldene Haite Die Mongolen in Russland 1223-150&/es-
baden, 1965); VG. Tiesenhausen, ed. and trar&bornik materiale otnosiashbikhsia k istorii Zolotoi
Ordy, vol. 1 (St. Petersbg, 1884), vl. 2 (Moscev and Leningrad, 1941); Gege \ernadsk, The Mon-
gols and RussiéNew Haven, CT, 1953).
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