Batu (ca. 1206-1255)

A Mongol prince, the second son of Chinghis Keadest son JochiBatu commanded
the army that conquered the northeastern Rus’ principalities (1237-1238) and subsequently that
conquered the southern Rus’ principalities amdded eastern Europe (1240-124Batu was
the first khan to rule in the Khanate of Qipchaq (Ulus of Jaldsht-i-Qip&adg), which he is
credited with haing founded.His father Jochi, to whom the lands had been granted dasi$
Mongol howes trod” in the western part of the Mongol Empire (i.e., west of the Irtys&rRi
died before ruling thereBatu is also credited withuldding the city of Sarai (Old Sarai, Sarai-
Batu) on the Akhtuba channel of thevier \blga River.

Batu was present at thguriltai that chose Ogodei as gaghan in 1229 and masy likso at
thequriltai of 1234, which planned the campaigraagt the Qipchags, as well as theiltai of
1237, which planned the campaigraegt the Rus’ principalities and eastern Europe.
Disagreementswver Batu's leadership desloped during the campaigns in Rus’ and eastern
Europe (1237-1241). Guylg, a son of Ogodei, and Biiri, a grandson of Chaghadai, challenged
Batu’s authority, possibly on the basis of the questionabigtimacy of Batu's father When
Qaghan Ogodei died in 1241, Batu opposed and apparently managed to delaxatiba ele
Guyug to become gaghan until 1248Blaiming ill health, Batu refused to attend/ayuriltais.
His presence at thguriltai was needed to gie legtimacy to Ogddeis successor because, after
Chaghadas death in 1242, Batu &s consideredga—i.e., senioiranking member of the
Chinghissids. Whefuylg was declared gaghan byyariltai despite Batis ebsence (although
Batu was ostensibly represented by higfivothers), he mounted a campaigmiagt Batu bt
died on the wy to Batus ulusin 1248.

This time Batu succeeded in gettinguiltai of 1251 to select hiswn candidate, MOngk
who was the son ofdlui (Chinghis Khars youngest son)Batu had apparently reached

agreement with Sghagqtani, the widw of Tolui, thus forming an alliance of Jochids araluids



agpinst the OgodeidsMongke and Batu then launched a joint attack on the Ogddeids and their
supporters, the Chaghadaidss a result of Bat$ role in eleating Monglke to being gaghan and
in helping him to consolidate his hold on that position, Batu had avetydtiee hand in ruling
his ovn khanate.

A sky worshiper Batu folloved a poliy of religious toleration, bt seems not to ke been
pleased by the ceoarsion of his brother Begkto Islam, for according to VWlliam of Rubruck,
Batu changed Bedsyurt to the eastern part of the Khanatgdored the \dlga Rver to reduce
his contacts with Muslims, which he thought harmflihe Mongol and tirkic sources refer to
Batu assain, which means “good” or “wise”, and in the Rus’ sources before ca. 1448, Batu is
depicted as “a peerful tsar” to whom the Rus’ princes had to pay obeisaAfr 1448, the

Russian sources increasingly depict Batu as a cruel plunderer anareofdbe Rus’ land.
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