
The Gospel According to Saint Matthew and Textual Criticism

I.  Gospels as Historical Source

A.  Skeptical Approach
1.  Hermann Reimarus (1694–1768), Von dem Zwecke Jesu und seiner Jünger,

1778
2.  David Friedrich Strauss (1808–1874), Das Leben Jesu, 1835
3.  Albert Schweitzer (1875–1965), The Quest of the Historical Jesus, 1906

B.  Synoptic Problem 
1.  Q = Quelle (oral tradition of Jesus’ sayings)
2.  Stemmata for relationship of Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Matthew, and Luke)

C.  Relationship of Other Early Texts to New Testament Texts
1. Nag Hammadi

a. Gnostic Gospels
b. Hypostasis of the Archons

2. Secret Gospel of Mark
4.  Morton Smith, Jesus the Magician, 1978
b.  Clement of Alexandria
c.  Carpocratians

3. Dead Sea Scrolls

II.  Textual Criticism of the New Testament

A. General Principles
1. a shorter reading is preferred to a longer reading
2. a more difficult reading is preferred to a smoother reading
3. the original may have contained mistakes
4. common readings in copies from diverse geographical areas are more likely to

have been in the original than a reading common in copies from only one
area

5. a stemma (geneaological relationship of the copies of a text) can be constructed
on the basis of simple variants and then use to help determine the primacy
of  more complex variants

B. Specific Problems

III. Pier Paulo Pasolini (1922–1975)
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