Proposal for a Thesis

in the Field of [YOUR CONCENTRATION]
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the

Master of Liberal Arts Degree

Harvard University 
Extension School 

[CURRENT DATE]
[YOUR NAME]
[YOUR STREET ADDRESS]
[YOUR CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE]


[YOUR PHONE NUMBER]
[YOUR EMAIL]
I.

Tentative Title
I propose to title my thesis “[WHAT YOU PROPOSE TO TITLE YOUR THESIS].”

II.

Research Problem

[IN THE FIRST PARAGRAPH, INTRODUCE YOUR TOPIC] Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.
[IN THE SECOND PARAGRAPH, DESCRIBE YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION AND SUBSIDIARY QUESTIONS] Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

[IN THE THIRD PARAGRAPH, DESCRIBE YOUR HYPOTHESIS; THAT IS, THE TENTATVIE ANSWER TO YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION] Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

[IN THE FOURTH PARAGRAPH, DESCRIBE WHAT KINDS OF SOURCES YOU WILL BE USING TO TEST YOUR HYPOTHESIS] Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

[IN THE FIFTH PARAGRAPH, DESCRIBE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR RESEARCH; THAT IS, ANSWER THE “SO WHAT?” QUESTION] Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. [Note: The total word count for the five paragraphs should be no more than 300 words.]
III. 
Definition of Terms
[List terms in alphabetical order. Do not list any terms that you are using in a standard dictionary definition way. List only those terms that you are using in a specific way in your proposal/thesis. You may also list acronyms.]
[TERM]: [DEFINITION]
[TERM]: [DEFINITION]
[TERM]: [DEFINITION]
[TERM]: [DEFINITION]
IV.
Background
[DESCRIBE THE BACKGROUND OF YOUR TOPIC. INCLUDE A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE SCHOLARLY LITERATURE THAT RELATES TO YOUR TOPIC.]
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Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

V.

Research Methods

[DECRIBE THE METHODS OF RESEARCH YOU WILL BE USING] Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.
VI.

Research Limitations

[DECRIBE THE LIMITIONS ON YOUR RESEARCH, BOTH LIMITS YOU WILL BE IMPOSING (“I will not be including in my research…. I will not be using Sanskrit,” etc.) AND OUTSIDE LIMITATIONS (I will not be able to travel to Timbuktu,” and so forth.] Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah, blah, blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

VII.

Tentative Schedule
	Submission of thesis proposal draft

Proposal returned by research advisor

Second draft of thesis proposal submitted
Second draft returned by research advisor

Third draft of thesis proposal submitted
	February 1, 2026
March 1, 2026
April 1, 2026
April 15, 2026

April 30, 2026

	Proposal accepted by advisor (with minor revisions)
Thesis director signs on
Registration for thesis completed
	May 1, 2026 

June 1, 2026
June 15, 2026

	First draft completed

Thesis director returns corrected first draft
	           October 1, 2026
October 15, 2026

	Second draft completed
	November 15, 2026

	Thesis director returns corrected second draft

Third draft completed and submitted for thesis director approval
	December 1, 2026
January 15, 2027

	Third draft returned by thesis director

Final text submitted to thesis director and research advisor

Format review process completed
	February 1, 2027
March 1, 2027
April 15, 2027

	Graduation
	May 2027


VIII.

Bibliography
Works Cited
[List the works you cited in your proposal. Concentrators in Government, History, Legal Studies, Medieval Studies, and Middle Eastern Studies are to use Chicago Manual of Style, 16th ed., “Documentation I: Notes and Bibliography” pp. 653−784. Concentrators in International Relations are to use APA style.
−Single-space within each entry.
−Double-space between entries.
−Indent the second and subsequent lines of each entry.]
Author last name, Author first name. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher, Year of 

publication.
Author last name, Author first name. “Title of article.” Title of journal volume, issue (year):
 
inclusive pages of article. 

Author last name, Author first name. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher, Year of 

publication.

Author last name, Author first name. “Title of article.” Title of journal volume, issue (year):
 
inclusive pages of article. 

Author last name, Author first name. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher, Year of 

publication.

Author last name, Author first name. “Title of article.” Title of journal volume, issue (year): 


inclusive pages of article. 

Author last name, Author first name. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher, Year of
 
publication.

Author last name, Author first name. “Title of article.” Title of journal volume, issue (year): 


inclusive pages of article. 

Works Consulted
[NOTE: EACH ITEM UNDER WORKS CONSULTED SHOULD HAVE AN ANNOTATION, SEE A GUIDE TO THE ALM THESIS, 7TH ED. P. 43.]
Author last name, Author first name. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher, Year of

 publication.


[ANNOTATION]

Author last name, Author first name. “Title of article.” Title of journal volume, issue (year): 


inclusive pages of article. 


[ANNOTATION]
Author last name, Author first name. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher, Year of

publication.


[ANNOTATION]

Author last name, Author first name. “Title of article.” Title of journal volume, issue (year):


inclusive pages of article. 


[ANNOTATION]
Works to Be Consulted

Author last name, Author first name. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher, Year of 

publication.

Author last name, Author first name. “Title of article.” Title of journal volume, issue (year):


 inclusive pages of article. 

Author last name, Author first name. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher, Year of

publication.

Author last name, Author first name. “Title of article.” Title of journal volume, issue (year):

 inclusive pages of article. 

Author last name, Author first name. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher, Year of

 publication.

Author last name, Author first name. “Title of article.” Title of journal volume, issue (year):

inclusive pages of article. 

	� [Author’s first name] [Author’s last name], [Title of Book: Subtitle of Book] (City: Publisher, Year) [page].


	� [Author’s first name] [Author’s last name], [“Title of Article: Subtitle of Article”] [Title of Journal] [volume number], [issue number] (year): [page].


	� [Author’s last name], [Short title of book or article—if item cited before], [page].
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