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MICHAEL OREN
UN report a victory for terror No. /

By Michael Oren | September 24, 2009 3

Ehe Tioston Globe -

CONSIDER THIS scenario. In response to the atrocities of 9/11, the United
States invades Afghanistan and battles non-uniformed Taliban terrorists
who fight within densely populated areas. Though American forces do their
utmost to avoid inflicting civilian casualties, many innocents are killed - not
the least because the Taliban uses them as human shields. Nevertheless,
the United States carefully investigates each civilian death and, in the case
of misconduct, punishes those soldiers responsible.

But then an international organization notorious for its one-sided
condemnations of America launches an investigation into US “war crimes.”
The inquiry is held under Taliban auspices, and Taliban commanders -
disguised as civilians - are interviewed. Inexorably, the organization finds
America guilty of mounting a pre-meditated campaign to inflict the
maximum amount of civilian deaths and of failing to try those responsible.
The final report calls for punitive action against the United States for its

“crimes against humanity.”

If true, this scenario would mark an unparalleled victory for terror and deal
a crippling blow to any democracy trying to defend itself. Yet, this is
precisely the catastrophe created by a UN report on Israeli military actions
against Hamas in Gaza last January. '

The UN Human Rights Commission, which has condemned |srael more
frequently than Libya, Saudi Arabia, and North Korea combined, undertook
to investigate “all violations of international human rights law” in the Israeli
operation - essentially presuming Israel’s guilt. The judges, one of whom
had already denounced Israel in print, conducted their hearings in Hamas-
controlled Gaza and interviewed witnesses, including several Hamas
operatives posing as civilians, selected by the regime. They ignored Israel’s
deeply-probing investigation into its own force’s conduct and found only the
evidence that confirmed their preordained conclusion. Israel was found
guilty of attacking “the people of Gaza as a whole,” of violating their
“fundamental rights and freedoms,” and arbitrarily killing them.

Just as the United States entered Afghanistan in response to an
unprovoked attack on American civi_lians in 2001, so, too, did Israel's



intervention, which followed more than 7,000 Hamas rocket and mortar
strikes on Israeli towns and villages since the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza
in 2005. Given the UN Human Rights Commission’s silence in the face of
this aggression, and Hamas'’s rejection of Israeli offers to renew a cease-
fire, Israel exercised its unassailable right to defend its citizens.

Despite Hamas’s cynical use of civilians as human shields, the Israel
Defense Forces repeatedly called off operations deemed too dangerous to
civilian populations and endangered its own troops by warning Palestinian
neighborhoods of impending attacks. Yet even the most moral army can
make mistakes, especially in dense urban warfare; for every Serbian
soldier killed by NATO in 1993, for example, four civilians died. By
comparison, more than half of the Palestinian casualties in Gaza were
military. Still, Israel launched investigations into some 100 cases of alleged
misconduct by its soldiers, 23 of which continue. If found guilty, as one
soldier already has been, the perpetrators will be brought to justice under
Istael’s internationally respected legal system.

But the UN report is not about justice. Rather, it is the latest initiative
designed to delegitimize Israel and deny its right to self-defense.

The UN report not only endangers Israel. It bestows virtual immunity on
terrorists and ties the hands of any nation to protect itself.

Ironically, the greatest victim of the UN report is not Israel’s ability to wage
a moral war but its willingness to make an historic peace. If asked to take
immense risks for peace, Israelis must be convinced of their internationally
recognized right to self-defense should that peace be broken. Deprived of
that right, even after being subjected to years of murderous rocket attacks,
an lIsraeli electorate will understandably recoil from such risks.

The UN report must therefore be rejected by all those who understand that
democratic states must have the legitimate means to defend themselves
from complex 21st-century threats. No less critically, the report must be
rebuffed by all those who care about peace.

Michael Oren is Israef’s ambassador fo the United States. =
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The Transformation of Hamas

Palestine’s Islamic movement has subtly changed its uncompromising posture on Israel.
y g p gp

by FAWAZ A. GERGES

, omething is stlrrmg “within the
§ Hamas body politic, & moderating
trend that, if nourished and engaged,.
§ could transform Palestinian politics
* and the Arab-Isracli peace process.
There are unmistakable signs that the reli-
giously based radical movement has subty
changed its uncompromising posture on
Israel, Although dow-key and restrained,
those shifts indicate that the movement is
searching for a formula that addresses the
concerns of Western powers yet avoids om0
alienadng its social base.

Far from impulslive and unexpected, Hamas’s shift reflects  includes Israel.
agradual evolution occurring-over the past five years. The big (iiyﬁ" Previously Hamas moderates had calied at times for a izhdia
stra’t?gm turn otcurred in2005, when Hgmas decided to par- (a minor truce, or “calm"”) or hudna (a longer-term truce, lasting §

tion has shifted on several key points: “Hamag
has already changed—we accepted the na
tional accords for a Palestinian state based org
the 1967 borders, and we took part in th
2006 Palestinizan elections.” ;
Another senior Hamas leader, Ghazi Ha-j
mad, was more specific than Meshal, telling;
journalists in January 2009 that Hamas would
he satisfied with eﬁding Israeli contrel over
¢/the Palestinian areas occupied in the 1967
‘Lwar%the West Bank, Gaza and East Jeru-
salem. In other words, Hamas would not hold
out for liberation of the land that currendy
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ticipate in the January 2006 leglsiatwe\electlons and thus tac-  as long as fifty vears), which implies some measure of recogni-
itly accepted the governing rules of the Paléstinian Authar]ty tion, if only tacit. The moderates justified their policy shift by I8
(PA), one of which includes recognition af Israel. Ever since, usmcrdshmnc terms {in Islamic history budnas sometimes develop
top Hamas leaders have repeatedly declared they will accept inte pertnanent truces). Now leaders appear to be going further;

a resolution of the conflict along the 1967 borders. The they have made a concerted effort to-re-educate the rank and file
Damascus-based Khaled Meshal, head of Hamass political about the necessity of I iving side by side with their Jewish neigh-

bureau and considered a hardliner, acknowledged as much in bors, and in so doing mentally prepare them for a permanent
2008, “We are reatists,” he said, who recognize that there is “an settlement. In Gaza’s mosques pro-Harmas clerics have begun to ;
entity called Israel.” Pressed by an Australian journalist on policy  (cite the example of the famed twelfth-century Muslim military
changes Hamas might make, Meshal asserted that the organiza- commander and statesman Saladin, who after liberating Jeru-

salem from the Crusaders allowed them to retain a coastal state
in the Levant. The point is that if Saladin could rolerate the war-
ring, blooddhirsty Crusaders, then today’s Palestnians should be
willing to live peacefully with 2 Jewish state in their midst.

The Saladin story is important because it provides Hamas J§

Fawaz A, Gerges iv a professor of Middle Easiern politics and international
velations at the Londen School of Econvaries and Polttical Science ar the
Universiry of London. His most receni beok 5 Journey of the Jihadist:
Inside Mushm Milicancy (Harcomt).
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with relivious leginmacy and alim-vs it n')AjustiF}-' the chur}g.e of

! direction to followers. Hamas’s raison d'érre rests OﬂA[’EIlglOI'IS

| lepitimation; its leaders understand thac thg)' neg]egt this at l#l?ll‘

seril. VWestern leaders and students of incernational politcs

sheutd acknowledge that Hamas can no more abandon its com-

o piument to Islamism than the United States can abandon its

1 commirment o fiberal demoeracy. Thar does not mean Hamas

is incapable of change or compromise but simply that its policical
ifentity is strongly constituted by its religious legitimation.

it should be emphasized as well that Hamas is not mano-
lichic on the issue of peace. There are multiple, clashing view-
puints and constituencies within the movement, Over the years
| have interviewed more than a dozen leaders inside and ourside
the occupied territories. Although on the whole Hamas’ public
rheroric calls for the liberation of all of historic Palestine, not
only the territories occupied in 1967, a healthy debate has grown
hoth within and without.

Several factors*have played a role in the transformation. They
include thé biirden of governing a war-torn Gaza and the devas-
tation from Israel’s 2008-09 attack, which has caused incalcula-
ble human suoffering and increasing public dissatisfaction in Gaza
with amas rule.

Before the 2006 parliamentary elections, Famas was known
for its suicide bombers, not its bureaucrats, even though be-
tween 2002 and 2006 the organization moved from rejection-
ism toward participation in a political framework that is a direct

£~ product of the Oslo peace process of the 1990s. After the elecy,

. . ‘ s . \
i tions, the shift continued, “It is much more difficult to run a |
! government than to oppose and resist Israeli occupation,” a se- Ji

“nior Hamas leader told me while on official business in Egypt
in 2007. “If we do not provide the goods to our people, they'l}
disown us.” Harnas is not just a political party. It’s a sbeial move-

{ ment, and as such it has a long fecord of concern about and
close attention tacpublic opinion.-Given the gravity of deterio-
rating conditions in Gaza and Hamas's weak performance dur-
ing last year’ fighting, it should be no surprise that the organi-
zation has undergone a period of fairly intense(soul-searching
and reassessment of strategic options. o

g ronically, despite the West’s refusal to regard the Famas

¢ government as legitimare and despite the continuing brutal
siege of Gaza,ldemands for democratic governance within
Gaza are driving change. Yet Hamas leaders are fully aware
of the danger of alienating more-hardline factions if they

show weakness or water down their position and move toward

de facto recognition of Israe! without getting something sub-
stantive in return. Hamas’ strategic predicament ties in strik-
ing a balance between, on the one hand, 2 new moderating and
maturing sensibility and, on the other, insistence on the right
and imperative of armed reststance. This difficult balance often
explains the tensions and contradictions in Hamas’s public and

private pronouncements.
s “What is striking about Hamas's shift toward the peace proc-
(s is that it has come at a time of critieal challenges from Al
Cacda-like jihadist groups; a fow-intensity civil war wich rival
{Fatah, the ruling party of the PA; and a deteriorating humani-
tarian situadon in Gaza, -

- Tl Nurion.

2

Last summer a militant group called Jund Ansar Allah, or
the Warriors of God, one of 2 handful oF:—)J...Qneda—inspired
factions, declared the estzblishment of anilslamic emirate in
Guza—a flagrant rejection of Hamas's authority. Hamas secu-
rity forces struck instantly and mercilessly ar the Warriors, kill-
ing more than twenty members, including the group leader,
Abdel-Ladf Moussa. In one stroke, the Hamas leadership sent

' a message to foes and friends alike chat it will nor tolerare
=]

- global jihadist groups like Al Qaeda, which want to turm Craza
! into a cheater of ransnational jihad. )

Despite the crushing of Moussa’s outfit, eheyextremist chal-
lenge persists. The Israeli siege, in pluce since 2006, along with
the suffering and despair it has caused among Guaza’s 1.4 mil-

* lion inhabitants, has driven hundreds of young Palestinians into
the arms of small Salafist excremist factions thar aceuse Hamas
of forfeiting the armed struggle and failing to implement
Shariah law, Hamas leaders appear to he worried about the pro-
liferation of these factions and have instructed lerics to warn
waorshipers against joining such bands.

. Compared with these puritanical and nihilistic groups,
:Hamasiis well within the mainstream of Islamist politics. Oper-
‘ationatly and ideologically, there are huge differences between
Hamag and jihadi extremists such s Al Qaeda-—and there’s a
lot ofibad blood. Hamas is a broad-based religious/nationalist
resistance’ whose focus and violence is{limited to Palestine/
Israel, while Al Qaeda is a small, transnational terroris net-
work that has carried out attacks worldwide. Al Qaeda leaders
Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri have vehemently
criticized Hamas for its willingness to play politics and nego-
tiate with Israel. Hamas leaders have responded that they know

[ what is g”_’qqdpfprrtheir people, and they have made it crystal

fclear they havecno interest in transnational militancy. Their

overriding goal is political and nationalist rather than ideo-
logical and global: to empower Palestinians and liberate the
occupied Palestinian terrisories, ]

- Unlike Al Qaeda and other fringe factions, ITamas is h viable

sacial movement with an extensive social network and a large

- popular base that has been estimated at séveral hundred thom.

tsand. Given its tradition of sensitivity and responsiveness to

" Palestinian public opinion, a convincing argument could be

made that therecent changes in the organization'’s conduct can
be artributed to"the high levels of poverty, unemployment and
isolation of Palestinians in Gaza, who fear an evep greater dete-
rioration of conditions there.

A further example of Hamas's political and sociaj priorities
is its decision to agree in principle to an Egyptian-brokered
deal that sketches out a path to peace with Fatah. After owo
years of bitter and violent division, the WaITing parties came
very close to agreement in October. The deal coltapsed ar
the last moment, but gilks continue. There are two POINTs 1o
make about the Egyptian role: first, Hamas leaders say they
feel somewhat betrayed by the Egyptians because afier pres-
sure from the Americans, Cairo unitaterally revised the final
agreed-upon text withount consulring the Hamas negotiating
team. Second, many Palestinian and Arab observers think
Egyptis in no hurry to conclude the Fatah-Hamas talks, They
contend that faced with regional challenges and rivals (Iran,
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Turkev, Svriz and Saudi Arabia. the Mubarak regime views
s Ln'ékerihg provess in the Palestinian-lsrael thearer as an
importantregional asserand a way to sol:din: its refavonship
with Washington

Despite ifs frequently reactionary rhetone. Hamas (s @' ra-
tional actor, & conclusion reached by former Mossad chief
Lphraim Halevy, who also served as Ariel Sharon’s national
security adviser and whao is certainly noto peacenik. The Hamas
leadership has undergone a transformadon “right under our very
noses” by recounizing thae *its wevlogieal goal i not atrain-
able and will not be in the foreseeable furure,” Halevy wrote
in the Israeli daily Jedior Abrowar just before the 2008 attack
on Gaza. He believes Hamas is ready and willing to accepe the
establishment of a Palestinian state within the 1967 borders.
The U'S Army Strategic Studies Institute published a similar
analysis just before the Israeli offensive, concluding that Hamas
was considering a shilt of its position and chat “Israel’s stance
toward [Hamas]...has been a mujor obstacle o substantive
pmcemakjnﬂ "

Indeed, it could be argued that Hamas has moved closer wo
l vision of pe1ce ‘consistent with internarional law and consensus
(two-separate states in historic Palestine, divided more or less
along the '67 borders with East Jerusalem as the capiral of
Palestine, and recognition of all states in the region) than the
current Israeli governing coalidon. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyzhu vehement!y Opposes the establishiment of a genu-
mely viablé Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza and
is opposed to giving up any part of Jerusalem—and Netanyahu’s
poverning coalition is more right wing and pro-settlement
than he is.

Harmas’s political evolutlon and deepening moderation stand
in stark ¢ontrast|to the* rejectionism of thie Netanyahu govern-
ment and call itro queption which parties are “hardline” and
which are “extremist. "I"And at.the lreglonal level, a sea change
has occurred in the §fficial Arab } _position \toward the Jewish
state (the Arab League:; 7007 Bem]t Declaration, subsequently
reiterated, offers full recognition and diplomatic relations if
Israel accepts the international consensus regarding a two-
state solntion), while the attirudes of the Tsraeli ruling elite
have hardened. This marks a transformation of regional poli-
tics and a reversal of roles.

Observers might ask, If Hamas is so eager to accept a two-
state solution, why doesn't it simply hecept the three conditions
for engagement required by the solcalled diplomatic Quartet
(the United States, Russia, the European Union and the United
Nations): recognition of Israel, renunciation of violence and
acceprance of all previous agreements (primarily, the Oslo Ac-
cords)? In my interviews with Hamas officials, they stress that
while they have made significant concessions to the Quaytet,
it has.not lifted the pumqhmu sanctions against Hamas, nor
has it pressed Tsrael to end its siege, which has caused a dire
humanitarian crisis. In addition, Hamas leaders believe chat
recognition of Israel is the {ast card in their hand and are
reluetant to play it before talks even begin. Their diplomadic

. stardng point will be to demand that Israel recognize the

national rights of the Palestinians and withdraw from the occu-
pied territories—but it will not be their final position.

The Nation.
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TEEHR here can be ne vabie. lasting peace henween lsrael
rhe Palestimans if Hamuas 15 nor consulted and i1
Palesunians remain divided, with owe warrine authg
ties in the West Bank and Gaza. Hamas has the me
: and pubiic SUppOrt 10 underming any agreement tf
do::s fot address the leaitimate righes and claims of the P
estntn people. Trs Farah/PA rival facks o popular mandg
and the legitimacy needed to implemenr a resolution of 4
conflict. PA President dahmoud Abbas has been weakened |
a series of biunders of his own making, and with his mo
authority compromised in the eves of a sizable Palestini
canstituency, Abbas is vesterday’s man—no matter how log
he remains in power as a lame duck, and whether or not

competes in the upcoming presidential elections.
+ If the United States and Europe iengaged Hamas, encour

‘”’?;ng it to continue moederaung its views instead of ignoring it ¢

worse yer, seeking its overthrow, the West could test rhe exty
of Hamas’s evoludan. So far the strategy of isolazion and mility

: conflontation—pursued in tandem by Israel and the Unit
- States—has het appeared to weaken Hamas significantly. If an

j thmg, it has radicalized hundreds of voung Palestinians, wi
have joined extremist factions and reinforced the culture |
martyrdom and nihilism. All the while, the siege of Gaza
left a trail of untold pain and suffering.

If the Western powers don’t engage Hamas, they will ney
know if it can evolve into an open, tolerant and peaceful socy
movement. The jury is still out on whether the Islamist mov
ment can make that painful and ideologically costly trans
tion. But the claim that engaging Hamas' legitimizes it dd

‘not carry much weight; the organizadion derives its legitimai

\\firmed in the free and fair elections of 2006.
"Ib break the impasse and prevent gains by mote extres
factons, the Obama administration and Congress should suf
port aunified Palestinian government that could negotiate peag
with Israel. Whatever they think of its ideology, US officia

.

{from ‘the Palestinian people, a mandate resoundingly coff

should acknowledge that Hamas is a legidmately elected repri

sentative of the Palestnian people, and that any oeaty signed |

a rump Fatah/PA will not withstand the test of ime. And instea
of twisting Cairo’ arms in 2 rejectonist direction, Washingtoll

governing institutions. If the Obama adminjstr"ltion continug
to shun engagement with Hamas, Furope ought to take the lea
n establzshlng an official connection. European gavernmeny
. have already dealt with Lebanon's Hezbollah, a group similar o

~ Hamas in some respects, and they possess the skills, experiend

and politcal weight w help broker a viable peace sertiement.

Like it or not, Hamas is the most powerful organization i

the accupied cerriteries. It is deeply enrrenched in Palestinia

. sociery. Neither Israel nor the Western powers can wish it away
The good news, it my reading is correct, is that amas hg

changed, 15 willing to meet some of the Quartets condirions al

is making domestic political preparations for further chang
But if Hamas is not engaged, and if the siege of Gaza and Pa
estnian suffering continue withoue hape of ending the polio
impasse, there 15 a real danger of a regional war.
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US, Russia reach pact to cut nuclear arms--Most extensive

deal since 1991 Arsenals to be cut by a third
By Mark S. Smith and Robert Burns, Associated Press | March 27, 2010 (Boston Gicbe)

WASHINGTON — Climaxing months of hard negotiations, President Obama and President Dmitry
Medvedev of Russia agreed yesterday to sharp cuts in the nuclear arsenals of both nations in the most

comprehensive arms control treaty in two decades.

"“We have turned words into action,” Obama declared.

Obama said the pacl, to be signed April 8 in Prague, was part of his effort to “reset” relations Wi’rh Russia
and a step toward “the peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons."

The agreement would require both sides to reduce their arsenals of long-range nuclear weapons by about
a third, from 2,200 to 1,550 each. The pact, replacing and expanding the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
of 1991, which expired in December, was a significant gesture toward improved US-Russian relations that

have besn badly frayed.

The reductions would still leave both sides with immense arsenals — and the ability to easily annihilate
each other.

“In many ways, nuclear weapons represent both the darkest days of the Cold War and the most troubling
threats of our time,” Obama said at the White House. “Today, we have taken another stap forward in
leaving behind the legacy of the 20th century while building a more secure future for our children.”

in Russia, Medvedev's spokesworman Natalya Timakova fold the Interfax news agency: “This treaty
reflects the balance of interests of both nations.”

A Kremlin statement said, “The new treaty stipulates that strategic arms will be based exclusively on the
territories of each of the nations.”

Both sides would have seven years after the treaty's ratification to carry out the approximately 30 percent
reduction in long-range nuclear warheads. The agreement also calls for cutting by about hali the missiles

and bombers that carry the weapons to their targets.

"We have turned words into action. We have made progress that is clear and concreie. And we have
demonstrated the importance of American leadership — and American partnership — on behalf of our
own security, and the world’s,” Obama said.

Though the agreement must stilt be ratified by the Senate and both houses of the Russian Parliament
before it takes effect, Obama and Medvedev plan to sign it next month in Prague, the city where last Aprii,

Obama delivered his signature speech on arms control.

For his administration, a major value of the treaty is in setting the stage for potential further successes.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, standing with Defense Secretary Robert Gates alongside
Obama, noted that next month’s international meeting of leaders on nuclear proliferation being hosted by
the president in Washington, would focus on preventing the spread of nuclear weapons to terrorists and

rogue stafes.

“We come with more credibility, Russia comes with mare credibility, having negotiated this treaty,” she
said.



Ratification in the Se'nate will require 67 votes, two-thirds of the Senate, meaning Obama will need
support from Republicans. Some GOP senators had previously expressed concerns about concessions

being made by US negotiaters.

Clinton, asked whether approval could be achieved given the recent fierce i
) _ artisan battl
votes over health care, said it could. b °¢ and olose

*National security has always produced large bipartisan majorities, and | see no rea i
| Y way. ‘ 52l . son why this should
be any different,” she said. "l believe that a vast majority of the Senate, at the end of the dayy, will see that

this is in America’s interest. Ang it goes way beyond politics.”

In Russia, the treaty goes first to the State Duma, the lower house, and then to the Federation Council.

Speaking in the White House'briefing room, Obama said the treaty by the giobe’s two largest nuclear
powers would “send & clear signal that we intend to lead” the rest of the world in reducing the nuclear

threat.

Clinton noted that the United States and Russia still possess more than 90 percent of the world's nuclear
weapons. “We do not need such large arsenals to protect our nation,” she said.

Shg emphasized' the verification mechanism in the treaty, a key demand of the United States that was
resisted by Russia and was one of the sticking points that delayed completion of the deal. It will “reduce

the chance for misunderstandings and miscalculations,” she told reporiers. =

SLASHING THE STOCKPILE
President Obama and Russian President Dmitry Nedvedav Ehe Zipston Elobe

agreed to cut nuciear arsenals of long-range nucle’ag'
weapons by about a third, from 2,220 to 1,550 pach®

Deployed nuclear weapons stockpiles, June 2003

— Balfistic missiles ——— ¥ Russia
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NOTE: Skrategic weapans are designed for mass dastruction, while tactical
weapons contain a high explosive warhead. :

_SOURCE: Center for Arms Control and Non-?m!ifer_ati-nn AP -




How we helped createthe Afghan crisis

2 wé;)ﬁ R ogtm Jig
v Stephen Kinzer

ITH THE United States
facing a terrifying set of
challenges in Paldstan and
Afghanistan, thisis an
opportune moment to look back at how
the United States itself helped create the
crisis. It is an all-too-familiar tale of the
behemoth lashing out in ways that seem
emotionally satisfying and even suc-
cessful at first, but that in the end deci-
sively weakerni its own security.

‘Lhe tale begins in 1979, when Ameri-
cans were caught in a sense of defeat and
malaise. They were still recovering fram
the shock of losing the Vietnam War,
only to absorb another one with the
stunning overthrow of the Shah of Iran
and the seizure of American diplomats
in Tehran.

On Christimas Eve, however, some-
thing happened that seerned 1o open a
new horizon for the United States. Soviet
troops invaded Afghanistan and in-
stalled a pro-Moscow regime.. Here,
suddenly, was a chance for the United
States to fight a war against the Red
Army.

In order to forge an Afghan fﬂrce that
would wage this war, the United States
needed camps in Paldistan. Pakistan was
mied by General Zid al- -Hug, who had
proclaimeéd two transcendent goals:
imposing a “true Islamic order” in his
country and building a nuclear bomb.
He had also just hanged the elected
. leader he deposed, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

This was the man the United States

would have to embrace if it wanted

Pakistan to support the anti-Soviet rehel-
" Hon it Hoped to foment in Afvhamstan

It eagerly did so.

The United States also accepted Zia's
demand that all aid sent to Afghan war-
tords be channeled through his intelli-
gence agency, the IST, and that the ISI be
given the exclusive right to decide which
warlords to support. It chose seven, alt of
them in varying degrees fundamentalist
and anti-Western.

The IS also came up with the idea of
recruiting Islamic militants from other
countries to come to Pakistan and join
the anti-Soviet force, Its director, Hamid
Gul, later said his agency recruited
50,000 of these militants from 28 coun-
tries. One was Osama bin Laden. Most of
the others —brought to the region as |
part of a US-sponsored project, then
armed and trained with US funds —
shared bin Laden’s radical anti-Ameri-
canism and fundamentalist religious
beliefs.

During the 19805, the CIA waged its
most expensive and largest-scale cam-
paign ever, pouring a staggering $6
billion into-its anti-Soviet guerrilla force.
Sandi Arahia, at Washington's request,
contributed another $4 billion. Finally,
in 1989, the insurgency succeeded and
the Red Army withdrew from Afghani-
stan in defeat. One million Afghans died
in the decade-long war. Five million fled
to refugee eamps in neighboring coun-
tries. Many found food and shelter at
religious schools sponsored by Saudi
Arabia, where they were taught the

" radical Wahhabi brand of Islam. Those

schools were the cradle of the Taliban.
After the last Soviet unit withdrew -
from Afghanistarn, the overseer of the

- CIA project there, Milt Bearden, sent a

two-word message to his superiors at
Langley: “WE WON.” For a while, that
seerned true, In 1998, Zhigniew Brzezin-

e i

ski, who had helped conceive the
project, dismisst * those who worriegd
about its long-term effects.

“That secret operation was an excel-
lentidea,” he said. “What is most impor-
tant to the history of the world? The
Taliban or the collapse of the Soviet
empire? Some stirred-up Muslims or the
liberation of Central Europe and the end
of the Cold War?”

Thoese “stirred-up Muslims” are now
the enenty that the US faces in Pakistan
and Afghanista1 . They threaten Ameri-
ca’s national security far more profound-
ly than the Soviet vecupation of Afchani-
stan ever did.

Jimmy Carter approved the idea of
sponsoring anti-Saviet jihad in Afghani-
stan, Ronald Reagan poured billions of
dollars into it, George H. W. Bush turned
his back on Afghanistan, allowing it to
degeneraie intothe chaos from which
the Taliban emerged. Bill Clinton re-
fused to confront the looming threat
with anything more than an ineffective
cruise missile raid on one of bin Laden’s
camps. Geerge W, Bush invaded Afghan-
istan, sueceeded in toppling the Taliban
regime, and then, rather than staying
engaged, imme lately turned his atten-
tion to Iraq. Thir policies showed the
short-sightedness that has for more than
a century been a hallmarl of American

‘foreign policy..

These American policies, more than
any other factor, created the daunting
crisis President Ba,rack Obama now
faces.

Siephen Kinzer is a longtime foreign
correspondent and author of
“Querthrow.: America’s Century of
Regime Change From Hawaii to Irag,”
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COSTS OF THE WARS IN ARFHANISTAN AND IRAQ (by National

Priorities Project, www.nationalpriorities.org)

Taxpayers in the United States will pay $1.05 trillion for total
Irag and Afghanistan war spending since 2001. For the same
amount of money, the following could have been provided:

;:# 161,677,766 People Receiving Low-Income Healthcare for One Year OR
Ff;-“ 15,851,218 Police or Sheriff's Patrol Officers for One Year OR

Fe 18,317,348 Firefighters for One Year OR
. ]
FW’ 132,716,897 Scholarships for University Students for One Year OR

‘"5-”188 536,667 Students receiving Pell Grants of $5550 OR

lg=-f”395 755,864 Children Receiving Low-Income Healthcare for One Year OR
% 137,673,774 Head Start Slots for Children for One Year OR

E'fm'*’236 951,654 Households with Renewable Electricity - Solar Photovoltaic for

One Year OR

E-” 16,024,173 Elementary School Teachers for One Year OR
Ei-"’631 871,077 Households with Renewable Electricity-Wind Power for One

Year

¥ OK sTraryer
. Whaf_s the circumierence
of the Earth?.. Who
ywrote ‘The Odyssey”
and "The Tliad?" WhaT.S
2 The awerage rainfall
_the Amazon Basin’ ?

M

’E{om A\

" KIOTICE

You must be as
Tall as This sign
To a"lTacK the c.ﬁ)f




-

—The Nation. = =

Peasants and workers are demanding their rights—and the government is responding,

by CHRISTIAN PARENTI

he countryside around Da Ba wvillage-in southwestern
China’s Chongging province is steep and verdant but
swathed in the bitter smog of many small, coal-fired fac-
tories and power plants. These mountains are rich with
Ml veins of lignite, and because the area is only a few hours
from Clisigqing—the eponymous provincial capital and mega-
city you've likely never heard of (12 million and counting)—it
is dotted with small powg_g_glants, mines, quarries and cement
factories that feed the metropolis.

Da Ba is in many ways a typical Chinese village. Its center has
a few blocks of ughtly packed two- and three-story projects-of
socialist-style housing nestled along a dirty creek and a cramped
valley crossroads. On the edge of town, the walls of farmhouse
compounds are painted with bold red characters exhorting obe-
dience to the one-child policy.

And as in many other places in China, the farmers of Da Ba
are fighting tq’save_their-lnd from those who want to seize it in
the name of progress and profit.

Here in Da Ba, the trouble began in Cetober 2005, when the
village party secretary, Lu Cheng Cun, told more than 600
farmers they would have to sell their land to the privately owned
‘Tian Hong Mine Lid. so ie-could be excavated for coal.

The farrne,rgjiaﬁ]seg_i__ to, sell.-“We could not survive on the
price they offered. We could not buy other land with it,” says
a woman named Chun. The protest leaders have asked that T
use only their first names, and our meeting is Leld secretly

after elzborate efforts to confuse and avoid.the police.

*“They said this is an’simportant energy. project and that we
were getring in the way,” explains Chun. The farmers still
refused. Then several leaders werejailed .and beaten. The first
was Yong Sam Lan, 1 50-year-old woman, jailed and beaten
twice. Police raided family homes, locking up and battering
those they thought were ringleaders.

“They beat my mother so badly she was in hospital for two
months with a brain injury,” says one of the protesting villagers,

. awoman in her mid-40s named Lin. In all, they say, eight of the

farmers have been hospitalized from beatings by local goons,
and many others have been roughed up. -

Perhaps just as bad, the villagers were also prevented from
working their land and thus stripped of their livelihoods.
Eventually about 200 peopie signed away their property, but
most held out and filed a lawsuit against the local authorities.
For three years, through arbitration and two trials, they have
fought, all the while living under intimidation from local
thugs and the police.

This situation is notsaique. Across China there is rising
rural and urbanf protest—or, if you will, burgeoning class
struggle. As the'economy moves from Maoist socialism to a
strange type of quasi-Maoist capitalism, farmers are fighting
off tand grabs, which, as in the case of Da Ba, are often linked
tD:‘\iﬁdustz}f_'gl'g_x_'ﬂ,cious_appetice_for space and resources. Typi-
cally, the land grabs involve @govemment officials working

NG HAN GUANIAR PHOTO
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with large, mostly state-owmed but party private businesses.

The land struggles are just one part of a rural crisis that is
i timated 200 million

“also, by extension, an! urban crisis. An es

workers have left the countryside for cites in the past thirry
vears, Once in the cites, these displaced farmers cum urban
workers often find themselves forced 1o battle against employers
and local governments for basic rights and everi unpaid Wages.

According to the Ministry of Public Security, the wave of

rotests—rural and urban—peaked in 2005 with roughly
87,000 “public order disturbances,” a 7 percent rise over the
previous year. After that, the government stopped reporting
such numbers. Usually the protests are small, spontaneous
and peaceful—like those staged by grieving parents after the
Sichuan earthquake. -

Bue at fimes the conflicts involve thousands of people clash-
ing with armed police, leaving casualties on both sides. Perhaps
most interesting, many of the urban labor strikes are not spon-
raneous but are planned by an incipient @p_d_fzrground trade

uflion movement. —
‘o~ When the Western press has covered these protests, it has

being on the edge of chaos. But China’s new
class struggle may actually lead to broader
prosperity and thus deeper stability. China
stil] has a command econormy, 4 form of
Asian capitalism that retains a very large
public sector and uses extensive state plan-
ning. Tf the central government responds to
the protests fairly—using its might to rein in the corrupt local
s, who are often in cahoots with business interests to
irations—-the current wave of protest could
rms, a more equitable distribution of wealth

authoritie:
repress workers’ asp
usher in needed refo
and greener forms of growth.

So far the signals are not all bad. Two years ago the protest-
spooked central government abolished the agricultaral land tax
and gave farmers greater legal protections. And it has just passed
a new and, at least on paper, progressive labor law. Among other
things, the law requires employers to give worlers formal con-
rracts that last for a set period; it also requires severance pay and
mandates that workers can be fired only with cause. After two
short-term contracts, employers must offer open-ended, tenure-
style employment. Companies that don't comply face stff
penalties. (Business-friendly critics say the law introduces
“European-style inflexibility.”) The central government has also
announced its desire to have the official state union federation—
the All-China Federation of Trade Unions—organize 8(} per-
cent of private companies by the end of this year.

These directives face resistance from local governinents,
which operate with a lot of legal and illegal autonomy. But even

as the central government’s reach is limited, its significant that

it has demonstrated a willingness to Move I FESPONSE Lo Pres-
sure from below. In the [ace of unrest, Wen Jiabao——China’s
down-to-carth prime minister and second-most-powerful poli-
vician, who famously spoke at Tiamanmen Square in 1989 and
survived with his health and career intact—has called for pro-

gressive reforms and issued stark, if crypuc, warnings like, “The”

Christian Parenti is @ Nation contributing editor. Researeh support was pro-
wided by the Puffin Foundation Investigntue Fund at The Nation Institute.
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speed of the fleer is not determined by the Fastest vessel; rather,
it is determined by the stowest one.”

f there is a traditional epicenter to rural protest and local
corruption, it i "Anhui province, about 300 miles inland
from Shanghai Pi-the Yamgtze River. In 1978 the now-
staried farmers of Anhui were the firsi o dernand the right
to cull:ivatg'individun] plogs.rather than farm communally.

j By 1983 this iheisehiold responsibility system” became the
! natjonal norm. "Two years.ago several rebeltious Anhui villages
‘ stopped paying land taxes. Tt was in response to that protest
' that the ceneral government abolished the levy.

“The local Anhui ieadership epitomizes the probiem of pro-
vincial and district-level corruption. In the northern Anhui city
of Fuyang, a':Chinese NGO has said it will show me around.
But at the lastmimite it backs out because the staff is under
“to0 much pressure.™Its not Big Brother in Beijing they fear
but Little Brother Gangster-—the local government.

Recently several jndges were jailed for bribery and the for-
[mer vice EOVernor was executed. One local districe blew a third

If there is a fraditional epicenter 1o rural protest
and local corruption, it is Anhui province, where

-ebellious villages stopped paying land taxes..

of its public funds to build 2 replica of the US Capitol building,
which they call the White House. This spring an anticorruption

{whistleblower named L1 Guofa was arrested and then found

dead in his Fuyang jail cell. 7 _

Officials in Fuyang seem compelled tocsteal and lie even
when they confess and apologize for their crimes. In 2007
Zhang Shaocang, a party chief and executive of a state-owned
power compaiy, went on trial for embezziement. In court he

. read a four-page ¢letrer of apology.” Alas, the letter was plagia-
! rized. He had lified it from 2 similar tria} in another province.

Meanwhile, in the countryside the farmers suffer. The land
around Fuyang is flat and the straight dirt roads are tined with
poplars, whose round leaves make a soothing rustle in the
breeze. Agriculture here is supplemented withigarbage-sorung.
The air smells of burning plastic. “They are recycling elec-
tronics,” explains a local. “You can’t eat the fish here anymore—
the streams are alt pollured.”

My local driver’s wife has leukemia. Fe asks, “Is medicine for
that very expensive in America®” A woman from the aity jokes
that “Fuyang is famous. We're known for pollution, corrupton,
disease, babies with enlarged heads and for being very flat and
gerang flooded by the Yangtze.”

On the edge of the ciry farmess have faced land seizures, as
in Chongging, but no one will talk about dlg"ﬁrotesté. They are

;1_\ simply too frightened. They will tall about The poverty-that is
driving so many farmers to the cities in search of work. “Young

\

people are abandoning the villages for the cines becanse farming
ays so littde,” explains a constable. Most farmers here earn
oanly $2,000-%$3,000 a year-—a tractor costs about $50,000.

——

LY

“UVe have villages of babies and grandparents only,” says the

constable. Remittances from the city appear on the landscape
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an Defense of Religion is a book that attacks
head-on and in detail the recent anti-religion
books by Christopher Hitchens, Richard
Dawkins, Sam Harris, and Daniel Dennett.

It alerts readers 1o the imphications of their
intolerant thinking for democracy and personal
freedom.

It also makes a case for the great religions at
their best and re-thinks what religion essentially
1. It proposes that science go beyond question-
bepging rationalist assumptions and study
devotion, worship, mysticism, and the miraculous.

The author, John Gibson (John W. Gibson Jr.) has
alsp written Against Fundamentalism and Plato,

Published by Wheatmark
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a5 a smattering of new construcdoen and small stores.’

Almost all tho:.e wha stay behind supplement farming with
work in ocal craftsfactories, the Township and Village Entf:r—
prises. In this cr_)unty " there are thirty-one of these workshops,
all of them public-private joint venwures. They make wicker
furniture andbaskets From the fast-growing poplars. The prod-
ucts, which took sort of Amish, are mostly exported to the
United States and Germany. -~

In Fuyang there are mgh{ Special Economic Zones (SEZs),
smaller imitations of the freg~erade Experiments on the coast,
where businesses can set up shop and not pay taxes for five years.
My guide, who sells Amway and works for the Jocal government,
has asled me not to tell anyone I am a journalist; she, like every-
one here, lives in constnt, gnawing fear of those in power.

We meet with the deputy director of the zone, Lou Hui

Hong; he seems to think T am some sort of industrial fixer and
soon offers me a kickback. “If you get $20 million of invesunent
in here, I can make sure you receive 1.3 percent of it”
A
ost rural migrants, like the farmers leaving Fuyang
and the rebellious and now landless farmers in Da
Ba, make their way to places like Shenzhen, a
sprawling city of 12 million just across the barder
from Hong Kong. In 1979 it was just a cluster of
fishing villages, but then Chinese jeader Deng Xjaoping drew
a circle around it on a map and created the country’s first
and now nggest SEZ. Here long hours of migrant toil fuel
China’s boom.

China’s SEZs are famous for drawing businesses from Hong
. Kong, Taiwan and Japan that subcontract for US companies like
Wal-Mart and Apple. But it % abundant, cheap and disciplined

abor that really drives the boom. In fact, most of the capiral

that has buile up China’s new economy is internally generated
accumulated during the reform era has been Chinese—either
state money or reinvested profits from fast-growing Cblnesc
busmesses _

“Lenovo' is the textbook case of how Chinese business is
growing. In the 1980s it was a simple supplier of computer
parts; twenty years later, after continual reinvestment and state
protection, it was wealthy enough to buy IBM’ PC division.

But this fast growth based on cheap labor rests on the foun-
dation of what can only be called China’¥ culture of fear. At the
center of that cnlture are several factors; crucial among them

I is the country’s “household registration system,” bukos. These

laws essentally makeinternal migration illegal and connect all
social services to one’s official address of origin. An estimared
60 to 70 percent of industrial, service, mining and constraction
workers are ex-farmers, migrants from the countryside with
no bukou—that is, with no political rights. The hukou system
has slowly eased, but it sulloweighs on the minds of migrants,
instilling caution and even shame. “I have no bukou, so I have
to pay bribes for everything,” says a cabdriver in Shenzhen.
“The police take money from us every month.”

In Chongging a freelance porter, called a pang-pang, shows
me the back-alley, two-room hovel where he lives with his wife,
an infant and four other migrants. “T would love to live in a hlgh—
rise, but with no bukon they demand more money and pay less ac
jobs. And I will have to pay to get the child bukow so he can go
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The current cuinure of fear also sezms e be a legracy of
cultlike rude and its culnunatng acw the Culrura! Revotunion.
“People don’t erust each other anymore,” says @ young lvwver.
“Iiv the Culoural Revoluton, Childesn denounced parents. No
' Ay the revoludons peak in the

and securin curds whe monior the soreees
v pupe-pene tried W organize
pensive and.
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one mrusts cach ather anymore.”
lae 1960s, Chinese sociery began 1o colkapse 1nto an open-
ended campaign of violent hystera, with Salem-stvle denuncia-
Gons and sell-criticism mass meetngs. YWarring facoons ol the
fanatical Red Guard (grassroots student lormatons) fought

 arun battles against one another and at omes against the

pitchec
ountryside; schoolctul-

army. Intellectuals were banushed 1o the ¢
dren were drilled to revere Mao as a god.

The official death woll was about 35,000, At least
750,000—some estmates rangc much higher—were charged
with various offenses, jailed and beaten. In the end, the Culmural
Revoludon instlled a corrosive paranoia—anyone could be a
snitch; obedience to anthority was one’s rightecus duty. It an
Jritude that Ehinese capitalism has found very useful, because
it makes peasant and werker mobilizanon- difficult.

There is also a growing system of photo surveillance and
biometric IDs—even though such monitoring is nororiously un-

- ——— T'ly Nation. ——

relinble 1t catenine lawbreakers. The 2fizctrespeaaliy when Janed
over the puken svsten: and Maes legac i wo insall mors quies

self-policing.

& o1 despite all this, Chinese workers are mohilizimg and
¥ Jenmanding their ngho. Ty une estimace u thousand
people a day are engaged an industrial acnon i and
around Shenzhen. At lzast thar’s what several labor
M richus organizadons clim. These NGOs, based in Hong
Kong, say the Chinese government secredy leaked the stats.
Over Sichuan hot pol—assurred tripe, fish and rofu boiled in
clove-spiced ail—I meet twu grassrools leaders of one such
wildeat labor struggle. Liang Sho Shen and Lu Vven Kang are
migrant workers in the city of Guangxi, just north ol the
Viemamese border. They worked for the Alurninum Corporagon
of China, a large state-owned firm. Liang 1s short with awkward
features but has a smange charisma. Scars cover his left arm and
neck, the legacy of molten aluminum that spiashed him i an

accidenr.
‘He explains that migrant workers with no ko were paid

less than the legal minimum wage. “So, Lu and I started reading

the labor law. We organized large meetings at the factory.”
Their only demand was equal pay for workers with and without
bukou. “It is illegal not ta pay the same rate. We were only fol-
lowing the law.” He describes mass meetings that sound more
like factory-floor rallies and wark stoppages.

The workers never gave their associafion 4 Dame; thar would
have been too much like creating an erganization, which is ille-
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gal. And Liang insists that the workers were not. “protesting”
but just erying to commurucate with their bosses. Protesting, of
course, would also have been illezal. Apparendy the bosse‘; gort
the message—and decided watire the organizers.

As the beer flows, Liang dilates on workers' rights and un-
folds the confused jumble of half-discarded ideas, taboos and
impressions that act as wols for, and restraints upon, building
a real trade union movement. “Ideclogy does not matter any-
more. China is socialist, but we are capinlist now. We are not
interested in poliics. We just wantirights for migrant workers.
Like Mao during the revoluton.” )

Now that they have been fired, Liang, Lu and the other
leaders are going towsue for wrongful termination. In 2 way,
they’re ncky they were only fired. On January 16 gangsters
in Nanjing chopped off the hand of a migrent worker who
demanded back wages,

To help labor activists like Lmng and La organize, there
are 2bourt 2 dozen ‘worleer cent(,rs ACrOSS Shenzhen These

a chance for laborers to network. All the centers have connec-

A dozen ‘worker centers’ across Shenzhen offer
legal advice, worker education and a chance for

laborers 10 network

tons with" farelgn funcied NGOS in Hong Kong. Sometumes
staff from rhe centers will visit factories and dormitories where
independent organizing efforts are under way. These struggles
typically revolve around ‘immediate issues like unpaid wages.
Rarely is the goal creation of a lasting, Lndependent TLUEN.

The most famous of these labor NGQOs is the Dagongzhe
Migrant Worker Center. Irs leader is Huang Qingnan. In No-
vember 2007 Huang and others at the ceriter-were.attacked by
knife-wielding thugs. It was the second time the center had
been trashed and the third time Huang had been assaulted.
This time it was bad—the center was smashed up, several staft
were injured and Hnang was/practically hacked to death, almost
losing a leg.

Reached by phone, Huang, just emerging from the last of his
reconstructive surgeries, explained the simation as it now stands.
“We think the local district government attacked vs,” he says.
“They sent plainclothes members of the municipal enforcement
departnent. They thought we would scare off investment.

“In two or three months I probably won't be giving any
interviews,” says Huang. “We are starting 10 work with the
official union, and they do not like interviews.” __.

institution. At ﬁrst glance it hardly seems able to lever’tge
concessions from busmess But in China itis the\only legal way
for workers o organize. Across the country, at least fineteen
workers are in prison for artempting to organize independ-
ently, and a dozen others have just been released. Over the past
two years the labor rights movement—the worker centers in
Shenzhen and their NGO allies in Hong Kong—has come
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around to the idea of working with the ACFTU.

. And again, there are signs that elements of the’cenral gov-
ernment are concerned abiout the rights of lzbor: from 2003 w©

© 2007, the Minisary of Labor and Social Security helped migrant
workers receive more than $6 billion in unpaid back wapges.
Most labor advocates think much more was actually owed, but
it is an example of the central government siding with workers
against local authorides and employers.

Huang explains that the local branch of the ACFTU is
“trying to open channels” to the districe-level government
that actacked him.He hopes this mediation will extend legiti-
macy and safety to the Dagongzhe Migrant Worker Center,
which has moved its offices because of che November assaule

and more threats.

s this collaboration with the ACFTU capiwlation or
pragmatism? ‘To understand berter, 1 track down 'Flan
Dongfang /A legend in the Chinese labor scene with
movie-star’ looks, Flan was the main labor léader at Tian-
anmen Square in 1989. As a railway worker he had started
an independent trade union, and it was he,
more than anyone, who brought workers
into the student protest.

Afrer the June 4 crackdown, when the
army killed at least a few hundred people,
Han was arrested and thrown in prison.
Housed with mberculosis parients, he
contracted the disease and was eventually
released to die ar home. But the US labor movement took an
interest in his case, and the Service Employees International
Union managed to bring Han to New York; where he was
treated and had one lung removed

In 1993, his health restored, ITan wied to return to China but
was denied re- entry. Since then he has rﬁked from Hong
Kong running a Western-fanded NGO called the China La-
bour Bulletin. Han acts as an.ally to China’s underground trade
unjon organizers, often filing lawsuits on their behalf in main-
land courts.

'lo my surprise, Han agrees with Huang Qingnan. There
1s no possibility other than working within the ACFTU,” says
Han. “What we are urging the workers to do is to maintain
their orgmimtion to stay in the factoriés, but to bring in the
state union.’

Is the goal to take over the ACFTU? Han, who speaks per-
fect English, says, “No, no. I think“repovate’ is a better word.”
There seems to be a growing consensus among labor activists
both in China and Hong Kong: pragmatic cooperation with the

. ACFTU s the path forward. “We have to be realistic ahour the

conditions, the repression, but also about the workers, how they
thirtk and view the world,” says Han. “Most of them just want a
little bit beteer life; they are busy with their families, working
long hours.”

This SITaLegy starts to mal{e sense aﬁ:er a young law student
i‘mentﬂ] problems There is Lﬁeaﬁehty and poverty. Burt on the
{ other hand, China hasn’t been this prosparous and stable and
iumLed in more than 100 years. People are poor, but there is no
ifarnine, there is no war, Wages and living standards are nsmg In

many ways these are very g rrood tmes, and people know it.” =
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Crime Against Society

Rape destroyed the social fabric of Congo. Now women are beginning to repair it.

by ANN JONES

ate ome afternoon seven years ago, in the village of
Kamanyola in eastern Congo, Fatuma Kayengela's hus-
band sent their daughter and her cousin to the market to
buy oil for the Taitps: When the two 15-year-old girls
§ turned to go back home, they found the way blocked
by soldiers, who took them down the read. As darkness fell,
Fatuma and her husband went in search of the girls and learned
o@fea’ms 3nd'_pgj,gg-?:oming from the school. There they
'found el gitls & the rapists had left themn. They went to the
police station for help; but the police said there was nothing
" they could do about soldiers. When Fatuma’s husband grew
angry, they threatened to arrest him. Thankful the girls were
still alive, Fatuma took them home. :
l That was.a brave act.In the Democratic Republic of Congo,
a

Eip_g ggﬁvgﬁ arfoutcast, blamed and shamed by local tra-

l dition and religion for the enly crime pinned squarely on the
victim. She is “dirtied,” but her greater crime is that in being
violated she shrinks the dtature of the hushand or father to
whom she belongs. To regain Téspect he must throw her out.
Fatama’sfusband behaved differently: he stood by the girls. Yet
as Faturna watched her danghter’s continuing suffering, she felt
powerless. “At that time,” she says, “1 didn't even know enough
to take my daughter to the hospital.” She determined to learn
how to help her child and other survivors of sexual assault; but
because rape is a crime women and girls have learned to suffer

in shamed silence, she had no idea how many there were.

Amn Janes, a freelance jowrnalist, is the author; most vecently, of Kabul in
Winter. She worked with the Comonme des Femmer de Kemanyola in
easternt Comgo as a volunteer with the International Rescne Commnittec.

A woman In gastern Congo, where ol

In the BE:I;[;C[HUC Repﬁnlic of Congo, there are hundreds

of thousands.
The DRC began its ascent to the title-of Rape Capital of

the World in 1994, when masses of. defeated Hutu génaci-
daires {Interahamwe) entered the countryfom Rwanda. They
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were followed in 1996 biinvading Tutsis, the RPF forces of
Rwandan President Paul Kagame, who was allied with Con-
golese rebeliLaurent Kabila against Congolese President Mo-
butu Sese Seko, the desiccated American creation of the cald
war who had presided for decades over exploitation of Congo’s
rich resources and the disintegration of its flimsy colonial
institutions. With an eve on those resources, neighboring
countries intervened on both sides. By the time peace accords
were signed in 2002, more than twenty armies and militas
were battling for the DRC’s gold, diamonds and coltan, and
young Joseph Kabita had succeeded his assassinated father as
president. His presidency was affirmed by an election held in
2006 at a cost.of nearly 500 million.

1Kabila heads a government fabricated (without women's
participation in decision-making) to fppease and include all
factions (except women) among its four vice presidents and
thirty-six cabinet ministers. It one of
those unwieldy governments, by now
familiar in Africa, in which -officials find
the nieans to enrich themselves but noth-
ing to support instturions of pay salaries to
civil servants, teachers, doctors, soldiers or
police. People in eastern Congo complain
that $500 million might have been betrer
spent, becanse for them, far from the government in Kinshasa,
the war goes on to this day. And so does rape.

s direct targets. of men at war, women and girls suffer
terribly. The Interahamwe have been singled out.as the
worst perpetrators of atrocities, butlevery armed group
is guilty of violating women. Men Sifigly or in gangs
rape women and girls of all ages. (Recorded victims
range in age from 2 months to 83 years.) Men also cut off
women'’s pipples or breasts, mutifate or cut off external geni-
ralia, ancéiriscérataliving pregnant women to remove and kill
fetuses. After rape, men commonlytingert foreign objects into
the vagina: sticks, sand, rocks, knives, burning wood or char-

coal, or molten plastic made by melting shopping bags. Kill—_

ing the rape victim by firing a handgun or rifle inserted in-eié
vagina is a common practice; some victims have survived.
Rapists have blinded many women, apparently to prevent
identification; and left countless others tadie in the foresg after
chopping off their arms and/or legs. Soldiers also(abduct
women, and especially girls as young as 10 or 11, as caprive
“wives.” Some escaped women and girls report being hained
to trees for months, released only to be gang-raped, day after
day. Many report witnessing the death of other captive women
and girls, murdered as disciplinary examples or abandonedin
the forest when they were no longer “serviceable.”

Tens of thousands of rape victims have survived bur suf-
fer enduring symptoms of |psychological trauma—depres-
 sion, anxicty, sleeplessness, despair—and debilititing physical

problems: crippled or missing limbs, blindness, damaged or
destroyed internal organs and/or genitalia and sexually erans-
mitted diseases, including TTIV. Thousands have been left with
fistula, a complaint often misrepresented by male war _corre-
spondents unfamiliar with female~anatomy. Broadly; fistuia
refers to any perforation in thettissnes separating the vaginal
canal from the urinary tract and/or the recrum. There are

Tl Nation,

hy

several differsnt nvpes of fistula, depending on where rhe
holes gccur, but the typical result is ungontroliable leakage
through the vagina of urine or feces or both. In less violent
times, fistula most commonly results from prelonged labor
in childbirth when the fetus presses upon maternal tissues,
cuts off bicad supply and creates “dead” spots that give way.
The younger, and therefore smaller, the mother, the greater
the likelihood of prolonged labor and fistula. When women
have access to adequate maternal care, fistula is ecasily pre-
vented: but in the DRC it oceurs in remote areas even in the
best of eimes.

‘Denis Mukwege, the Congolese obstetrician/gynecologist
heralded in the international press as a “'savior” of rape vic-
tims, trained in fistula surgery before the war to treat such
complications of childbirth; but in the past decade, as head
of Panzi Hospitl in Bukawy, the capital of South Kivu prov-

Look at the war in the Democratic Republic of
Congo from the outside and it's hard to see it as
anything but a war against women. |

ince, he has surgically repaired thousands of fistutas, most of
them caused by traumatic injury—by brutal multiple rapes
or by “foreign objects.” He takes heart that in the past year
or 50, with 2 decline in militia activity in South Kivu, cases
of traumatic fistiilirave “declined as well. Yet among the
surgeries he now performs for obstetric fistuld, one in three
patients is a teenage girl, a former captive “wife” who gave
birth years ago and has been living in the forest, outcast,
reeking of urine and shit, unaware that she might find help.
So far, Panzi’s patients have come from the vicinity of
Bukavu; with the addition of a mobile unit to venture farther
afield, Mukwege says, “we will find many more.”

g s true. that long before the war/Congolese.men treated
women as lesser creatures, forbidden to plant money-
malding crops such as coffee and cotton—forbidden even
to eat nourishing foods like eggs and chicken. It's tue
& that men routinely wsed force if necessity to compel
swomen’s labor and sexual service. It's true that Congolese
‘men hold-notions that premote rape: that having sex makes
imen stronger, for example, or that having.sex with a virgin
{mmunizes against ATDS [And it’s true that Ehild rape is tradi-
tionally considered an offense only against the father whose
property is “spoiled,” an offeiise resotved by “compromise”-~
that is, a man-to-man payoff from the_rapist.to.the vicam$
father. But alf these cultural factors ard insufficient to explain
thefrequency and unspeakabl¢ brutali¢y of rape in the DRC
in the past decade. Look at thé war 1n the DRC from the
outside and it’s hard to see it as anything but a war against
women. Just a few months ago, fong after the war officially
ended, Maj. Gen. Pawick Camumaert, former deputy UN
force commander in the DRC, said, “It is more dangerous to
be # woman than to be 2 soldier right now in eastera. DRC.”

It’s so dangerouns that a special session of the UN __S__g;_u_rity
Council in June passed Resolution 1820 to demand “the
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immediate and complere cessation by all parties to armed
conflict of all acts of sexual violence against civilians.” The
new resolunion builr on another landmark, Securiry Ceuncil
Resolution 1323, which called for ﬁ}_omen’s fpl]__,par.;:i.cipaticn
at decision-making levels in conflict “resolution and peace
building (since passing in 2000 with much fanfare, Resolution
1325 has been broadly ignored). Resolution 1820 makes clear
that widespread rape of women in war prevents the very par-
tcipation in public life that Resolution 1325 identified vears
ago as. essential to devising durable peace.

gam Ut rape has another dimension as well. As Resolution
¥y 1520 notes, during armed conflict “women and girls
are particularly targeted by the use of sexual violence,
| including as a-tactic of war o humiliate, dominate,
instill fear in, disperse and/or forcibly relocate civilian
members of a community or ethnic group.”
What does that mean? It often said that raping women Is
intended to “humiliate” men. (One Congolese man revealed
the typical male evaluation of a woman’s worth when he com-

Shaming or provoking enemy men by raping::
women is merely the beginning of a process
meant to destroy the life of a whole communtty.

pared raping a man’s wife to using his table without his per-
mission.) But shaming or provoking enemy men is merely the
beginning of a process meant toddestroy. the life-of a whaole
community and/or “eleanse” an area. In eastern Congo, the
process works like this: husbands cast out raped wives to fend
for themselves, with or without their children. Or raped
wives with no visible injuries conceal the fact of rape from
their husbands and try to carry on. In either case, women are
afraid_ta.venture out to gather firewood, or fetch water, or
cultivate their fields. For a time women band together to
work the fields, until soldiers abduct a group en masse.
Terrified, women Degin to neglect-thiéir crops, or soldiers
steal the produce; atith-farnilies suffer malnourishment and
hunger. With no suplus produce to sell at market, women

have no money. They can’t pay school fees for their children.

Girls are/afraid to go to school; boys drop out too. Some men
leave the village, shamed by a wife’s rape. Some men leave to
join a militia, voluntarily or by force. Some men leave to
look for work and money in cities far away. Many men never
come back. Some outcast women leave tq‘d;_‘_f_r:g__citi,e,svﬁrfruck
stops where they take up®survival-sex,” selling the only asset
they have left: their already dirtied bodies.

The localized famine spreads. People weaken and grow ill
but there is no money to pay for a visit to the hospital, and
the trip may be too dangerous. (There are recorded cases of
women raped on the way home from hospitals where they
were treated for rape.) People begin to die of commonplace
conditions like diarrhes, pnenmonia and malaria, which they
would have survived in better days. A study released early this
year by the International Reseue Committee concluded that
between August 1998 and April 2007, 5.4 million “excess
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deaths” occurred in the DRC, most of them from easily pre-
ventable and weatable diseases. Significantly, 2.1 million of
those deaths occurred after the war formally ended in 2002,
Culrural norms die too when women are i-aped in the pres-
ence of their families; when boys and men are forced to rape‘
their own sisiers, mothers or daughuters, or are murdered on the
spot for refusing; when boy soldiers are compelled to rape
babies or grandmothers. So divisive is rape, and the shame and
terror that attend it, thatseven in the best case the family may
fall apart. The rare husband who stands by his raped wife finds

_that his brother’s family no longer visits him, nor does his

uncle’s. The durability of extended family ties, the allegiance of

- kinfolk, the pleasant give and take 6f hospitality at the heart of

i Congolese life—all fade and fracture. Fragments of families
pack up and move to places they believe to be safer, leaving
empty houses in the village,:$oon looted by soldiers. In this way
the community falis apart. Those who leave are desperate, pen-
niless, often ill with sexually transmitted infections. Those who

. stay are old, ill, infirm. Those who remmn find their property

e mrn
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‘ransacked, their tools stolen, their crops and livestock plun-
dered, and that their friends and neigh-

* bors have vanished. Thats the result of

irape as a tactc of war-—millions dead and a

{way of life gone. And along the roads, beg-

"'ging and threatening, are gangs of boys:
orphans of war and unwanted offspring of
rape who aspire to be soldiers.

People like Fatuma and her family oy
to carry on, only to find that even when “peace” comes, sexu-
al violence against women and girls continues. Thé habits of
warfare carry over seamlessly into the “peace.” And because
rapé was not acknowledged as a tactic of warfare before the
passage of Resolution 1820, soldiers could (and still do) con-
tinue to rape civilians while fomplying with “peace accords”
merely by not attacking each other. “Pgice building” goes
on, “power sharing” governments are formed and amnesty
for ex-combatants is declared, even as the leaders in these
negotiations continue to wage their shadowy war on women,
the wedge of war against communities and cultures. The
“durable peace” the UN seeks sinks in a slongh of hypocrisy

because men of affairs find misogyny so congenial and essen-

' tial to the arrangements they make for the world.

et

he number of men held accountable for crimes against
women in the DRCis" almost nil. One reckoning
found that of 14,200 reported rapes between 2005 and
2007 in South Kivu province, where Fatuma’ village
& lics, only 2 percent of rapists were “held accountable,”
whatever that means. A few men arrested, a few prosecuted
perhaps, but those sentenced can be counted on one hand,
and few actually stay in jail. & bribe does the trick. The fail-
ure to punish anyone for rape 6T torture gives everyone
permission. In The Greatest Sifence, Lisa Jacksons important
film incontrovertibly documenting rape in the DRC, a sol-

. “dier who langhingly admits to having raped and instigated
gang rape many times (he calls it “making love”} says thar

" rape “just happens” in wartime, and that when the war is over

he won’t rape anymore. But why should he stop? The absence
of punishment creates a culture of impunity in which those
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responsible for punishing crime become complicit with crimi-
nals. Many men speak of the culture of 1mpunity not as a
barbaric breakdown of justice but as roday’s way of life, a free
pass that encourages civiiians to take up practices popular-

. ized by soldiers. And as combatants are demobilized and re-
integrared into civilian life, raped women meer their rapists

in the street. For them the rerror continues. One in ten of
the patients Mulavege rreats for traumatic fistula remurns to
Panzi Hospital, havmq been raped again. Fatwma’s raped
davghter, who married and had a child, was raped again two
vears ago, this time by six soldiers whe beat her husb.md and
forced him to watch.

As for-Fatumna, after her daughter was raped the firse time,
she went to a. women’s meeting called by a French humanicar-
tan aid organization. There she learned that women could
help rape survwms-'md_ fight back against the terror. She
joined other local women to call a meeting in Kamanyola,
and more thran 1,000 women showed up. Muslim women had
to drop out, JounderJ by their husbands, and ‘Protestants
went hack to thexr church groups, leaving: about 200 Cathohc
women to form the Commune des ™
Femmes de Kamanyola (CFK}, with
Fatuma in the lead. GTZ, the interna-
tional development arm of the German
government, taught. them to take rape
survivors to the hospital within seventy-
twdhours—for treatment that includes
drugs to prevent STDs, HIV and preg-
nancy. For two years (2001-03), GTZ provided transport and

medications, and CFK provided rape survivars. -

Then, after the peace accords were signed, came ‘mother

ﬁfave of war fare—and another wave of rape. Iatuma ahd the
womeén of CFK broke the cultural silenice and- began to talk to
survivors and-their families about rape. Farurna also begdn to
travel to ontlying ‘communities to talk to women about how
they could help survivors and hold their communities togeth-

er. When the International Rescue Committee started to work
in the area, in 2002, CFK applied for hf:[p IRC specialists in
genciel b'l‘;f:d violence taught them to give supportwc counsel-
Ing to rape survivors and told them about woriens Tights.

% o help Fatuma’s group fund iself, JRC bought them a
field and trained these experienced cultivators in some
advanced farming techniques. In their first season the
women-produced three tons of maize. IRC bough{
them two more fields and taught them how to organize
their activities and keep useful recor ds. The women set up an
office on the main road next door to a base of the FARDC,
the national army, and began ro talk to the commandef about
what his own soldiers were doing. They began to visit the
homes of outcast rape survivors to explain to husbands and
mothers-in-law why they must take raped women back. (The
young hushand of Fatuma’s daughter, who stands by her, is an
influential example for men.) Theywisit the fathers of raped
girls and persuade them not to “compramise” witf rapists but
to prosecate them. They publicly denounce known rapists
and help rake cases to court, calling rapists and jurists to
account. In a province where the justice system 1s a shambles,
CFK has seen a few cases through 1 convictions. Per 10d1calhr
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a delegation wavels to the prison ro make sure the convicted
men are sull there. Some. of course, have “escaped.”

t every step CFK runs up against oid attirudes and
new appetites for rape. Chariotte Siapata was tend-
ing her small field alone three years ago when we
militiamen seized and raped her. Afraid w tell her
i husband, she turned to Fatuma for help. Facuma sent
her to the hospital and counseled her to stay in her home;
and when her husband guessed the truth, Fatuma and others
from CFK talked wich him as well. Charlotte was now the
“soldiers’ wife,” he said, and useless to him. He denied her
money for food {or herself and their two children. He
refused to pay the children’s fees, and they left school. He
denied her clothing and shoes. He ordered her to leave the
house. “After the rape,” Charlotte says, "I could not greet
anyone or pass before other people. I felt they could see my
evil. Slowly I got over that because I learned from CFK that
I was not the first. To be raped by gangs of men—it is very
normal for women. Bur still my husband chased me from

Savmg Is what CFK does. It begins by saving
rape survivors, but in effect it saves families, a

village and the idea of civic life.

the house and made me suffer. And the children too.” Ar last
Fatuma led a delegation from CFK and Charlotte’ family to
tell her husband that he had done encugh; he must go to
court, divorce her properly and allow her to take her chil-
dren home .to her parents’ house. Charlotte says, “The
* power of CFK made him very afrazd He looked again and

' he could see me in a different way.” Since then, the couple

i has réached an undelstandlng and had another child.

ICharlotte ‘believes thiat God worked through CFK to bring
her back to life and restore her. family. happiness.

Now a strong leader in CFK, Gharlote helps with the
cases of ybung girls raped in recent weeks not by militiamen
but by civiliais in-the community. A 12-year-old raped by
her teacher. A 9-year-old raped by a young boy. A 7-year-oid
raped by a middle-aged man. An 11-year-old raped by her
father.” A 7-year-old raped by her pastor. This is something
new in the community since the war, and the women of CFK
struggle to understand it.

CFK. If you pronounce the acronym in Congolese French
with a slight Swahili accen, it sounds like Say-ev-ko—Save Co.
‘Savmg is what CFI does. 1t begins by saving rape survivors, but
in effect it saves families, wllages and the idea of civic life.

But the women worry dbout the furure. Can they sustain
their work? They need maize mills to process their harvest
into more profitable migize meal, yet no international NGO
has funds to carry them this last step to self-sufficiency. VVlll
the UN let them down teo? .

The UN% largest peacekeeping force, NIONUC 15
char ged with preventing armed conflict and protectng civil-
ians in the DRC. Yet in easiern Congo its numbers are too

¢ few to patrol an ares far larger than France and overrun by
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militias that—despite repeated international agreements—
have mever been disarmed. So it should be no surprlse that
war ragés again-just gver the prov1nc1a] border in North
Kivu; there the national arrny ttiés to turn back the forces of
Laurent Nkunda, who professes to protect Tutsis from Hut
génocidaires in a relentless reprise of the Rwandan genocide.

In Rwanda 1 million people died under orders in three months
in 1994; in the DRC § million have died in the continua-
tion. As I write, the roads of North Kivu are filling with 2

quarter-million civilians in flight, with no place to go. Cholera
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threatens thousands camped in the rain outside the pro-
vincial capital. Reports tell of the massacre of civilian men
of fighting age—and once again the mass rape of women
and girls.

CFX is only one ofimany women’s groups organized in the
DRC, just one e*(ample of whar women can do, with a liztle
security and a little help from the international community, to
counteract the centrifugal force of hundreds of thousands of
~ “acts of sexnal violence against civilians” and make way for

that elusive durable peace. "

developed
5 Intetnet use has g'rown ut at k
a slower pace, the report sai .
% A estimated:L: 7. billiofy peo:
ple; 6r 26, -percent of the w s
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“where birth control is also hard to find, so how equal
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Global Women: Good News,

And the winner is... Iceland! According to the
2009 Global Gender Gap report of the World

Economic Forum, the land of glaciers and

puffins, population 319,000, is the most gender egalizarian
country on earth, with women having closed 80 percent of the
gap with men. Finland (2), Norway (3), Sweden (4} and Den-
mark (7) are in the top ten too, as is New Zealand (5). You could
ury harder, Spain (17) and Germany {12)—in 2007 you were in
the top ten. And O, Canada: 25. Very sad.

The WEF measares the gap between women and men in four
areas-——econoimic activity, education, health and political repre-
sentation—regardless of the absolute level of resources. Thus

~ South Africa (6) and Lesotho (10) make the top ten, despite wide-

spread poverty, illiteracy and a raging AIDS epidemic. The way
the WEP measures the gap is 2 bit strange. Among the

items not measured are reproductive rights (abor-
tion is banned in Ireland (5), and the Philippines (9),

is that?); sexnal violence {South Afriea has the world’
highest rate of reported rape); and legal inequality, ro
say nothing of ciiltural practices like forced mar-
riage, child marriage and female genital mutilation,
and the dispropartionate effect of poverty on women.
Thus, in Lesotho, with one of the world’s highest _
rates of HIV, -its the desperately poor grandmothers who are
raising throngs of orphaned grandchildren. Sull, let’s pause to
cheer the fact that there has been meéasurable improvement for
the female population in much of the world. As the report notes,
“Out of the 115 countries covered in the report since 2006, more
than two-thirds have posted gains in overall index scores, indicat-
ing that the world in general has made progress towards equality
between men and women.”

Indeed, progress can be lightning swift: South Africa advinced
sixteen places, partly because a new government brought in more
women. lceland increased women’s representation in Parliament
from 33 percent to 43 percent in just one year (fun fact—last year
Ieelandic voters elected Johanna Sigurdardottir, the world’s first
openly lesbian prime minister, who returned the favor by appoint-
ing five women to her interim cabiner, the most in the country’s
history). Compare thar with the United States, where it ook all of
the 20005 to drag Congress from 17.1 percent to 22.5 percent. [n-
deed, we rank 61 in political representation, for an overall medio-
cre score of 31, sandwiched between Lithuania and Namibia. The
bottom third of the kst is filled with Middle Fastern, Asian and
Afriean nations where progress for women is slow or nonexistent:
India, for example, gets pretty good press as a rapidly modernizing
society, but it comes in at 114, down from 113 in 2008-—closer
than you might think to notoriously oppressive Iran (128} or Pak-
istan {132), to say nothing of Chad (133} and Yemen (last place).

‘That women are gradually moving up in the world—the WEP

e Naton, ————— ——
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Bad News

maintains that globally women have closed 93 percent of the e
caton gap and 96 percent of the health gap-—is defimeely not
picture you would get from following the headlines, where |
news is often unbearable. Right now, for example, Amalia
young' Nicaraguan, is being denied treatment for her cancer, §
is twelve weeks pregnant, you see, and doctors are afraid o ¢
violasing the total ban on abortion brought in by Marxist-turne
Catholic Danie] Ortega—even if without veatment she dies, 2
her fews dies and her [0-year-old daoghter is lefe motherle
Amalia is not the only Nicaraguan wo have suffered as 2 res:
of this law-—according to Amnesty International, it has caus
an increase in maternal deaths. In Turkey, honor killings we
highlighted by the gruesome murder of 16-year-old Medi,
Memi, buried alive by her father because she wlked to hoys. Fro
Malaysia to Nigeria, women in the Muslim world face caning
w floggings and executions for violating Sharia law-
| for example, by being raped, like 13-year-old Aisl
Ibrahim Duhulow of Somalia, stoned to death by £if
men before a stadium audience of 1,000. And wh
of women caught up in the thirty-three wars ragir.
around the globe, as in Congo, where harrific rap
and tortures are pervasive? Catastrophic violence il
that can reduce one o despair pretty quicldy.
.-~ Protracted struggle is the theme of the UN'%s Be
jing Plus 15 conference, taking place in New York as
write. For example, equal aceess to education was a key goal of th
1990 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, and, as th
WEF report found, real progress has been made—in many coun
, tries, females now oumumber males in schools and universitie:
; But education’isno magic bullet. As Mario Osava writes, “female
| represent a majority at every level of edncation in Brazil, and th
" average rate of schooling among Brazilian wornen is more thay
one year higher than that of men. Yet women continue to ear
30 percent less than men for the same work, and they occupy |
mere 56 of the 594 seats in the Brazilian Congress.”

‘What’s the lesson for the United States? Wealth helps, but it?
not enough. [t not aromatic that asa country becomes richer an
more developed men and women become more equal—especially
when conservative religion has power, asin the United Sttes anc
many nations. To an unusual degree, Americans resist “govern.
ment” solutions to women’ inequality as an affront to meritoc-
racy and individual initiative. But without paid parental-leave anc
a reliable systemn of quality childeare, women will never be able i
get much further toward workplace equality than they are now.
Scandinavia’s extensive and flexible system of support for parenes,
including single mothers, is one of the mojor reasons Scandinavia
leads the world in gender equality. Similarly, countries with lots of
swotnen in parliament—Rwanda is first, with 56 percent—tend to
have!quota systems, at least at first. The United States seemed 1o
recognize their efficiency and fairness when it supported quotas in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Bur here at home? Hard to imagine.
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prison workshop - USA

the thinking behind AVP

We understand that conflict is a natural and narmal part of life, and
that it is possible to learn new ways of handling it. By holding
workshops in which the participants consider the underlying causes of
friction and violence, practical ways of dealing with sitUations of
conflict are worked out.

Our workshops build on everyday experiences and try to help us move
away from violent or abusive behaviour by developing other ways of
dealing with conflicts. They help us to increase the respect we have

for ourselves and others,

“/favpinternational .org/whatisavp.html 7/13/2009



communication skills - Johannesburg, South Africa

a short history

AVP began in 1975 in a New York prison at the request of iong-term
prisoners. A workshop was held for youth coming into conflict with the
law. The success of this workshop quickly generated requests for
more, and the programme quickly spread to many other prisons.

It scon became obvious that violence and the need for this training
exists as much outside prison as within, and that everyone in all
walks of life and circumstances is exposed to and participates, in some
way, in violence, whether it be physical or psychological.

This programme has now spread to over 50 countries around the
world, including New Zeatand, Costa Rica, Israel, Russia and South

Africa. -

find out about AVP workshops > >

+/{avpinternational org/whatisavp.html 7/13/2005
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An AVP basic workshop takes 2-3 full'days, and explores the five
pillars of AVP : affirmation, communication, co-operation, community

building and transforming power.

affirmation and communication

Improving communication skills forms an essential part of our
workshop. We begin with introductions, agreeing on boundaries for
the workshop, sharing names, and getting to know the group.

The exercises help us improve our listening skills, and share what is
good about one another (affirmation) - something we typically don't

do enough of.

deepening communication skills - Hereford, Britain

co-operation

Learning to co-operate in a group can take different forms, even
without communicating verbally!

AVP is an experiential programme - everything we do in our
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workshops begins with our own experiences,

Before we start discussing co-operation in the workshop, we first
remind oursefves how it feels to work in a group, either co-operating ,
with the others or not!

Reflecting on what we learn from our experiences, and listening to
what others have learned, helps us to grow as a person.

g lively expioration of cooperation! - Crange Farm, South Africa

community building

Group construction and trust exercises help build a sense of
community, as do fun games and shared storytelling of experiences.

Doing such exercises together is fun, and also teaches us a lot about
ourselves and others.

Our trained facilitators will debrief each exercise, drawing out lessons
and insights from the group.

AVP workshops are great teambuilding tools - participants get to know
each other much better, and build a valuable basis of trust and

understanding.
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Lrust exercise ko explore community - Kerala, India

transforming power

A key element of AVP is pre-emptive conflict resolution by creatively
transforming unhealthy relationships through sharing, caring,
improved communication skills and sometimes even surprise and

humour,

Role-plays and other forms of drama allow us to explore possible
approaches to different forms of conflict.

Important insigﬁts are gained through the roleplays, which are fiexibly
adapted and debriefed as they run, again helping us to assess and
digest whatever we learn.
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Gani Fawehinmi; called conscience of Nigeria et

By Matt Schudel, Washington Post | September 21, 2009

WASHINGTON - Gani Fawehinmi, a human rights lawyer who challenged generations
of military and civilian rulers in his native Nigeria and who was considered by supporters
and foes alike to be the conscience of his nation, died Sept. 5 in Lagos of lung cancer.

He was 71.

Without holding political office or serving in his country's powerful military, Mr.
Fawehinmi became one of the most respected leaders in Nigeria since its
independence from Great Britain in 1960. He transcended his country’s complex web of
ethnic and religious factions to advocate for a united Nigeria and became a driving force
behind the introduction of democratic elections to his homeland in 1999.

Known throughout his country simply as “Gani,” Mr. Fawehinmi faced continual
harassment from the authorities. He was arrested more than 30 times and took to
keeping a bag packed with personal items in case he should be thrown in jail. He was
frequently beaten, his passport was seized, his home was searched, his office was
ransacked, and his family was threatened. On one occasion, his law library - at 300,000
volumes the largest in Nigeria - was set on fire.

Mr. Fawehinmi was a master of courtroom maneuvering and was considered Nigeria's
foremost lawyer. Among his countless legal battles, he questioned exorbitant payments
to former heads of state, challenged the Nigerian central bank for devaluing the
currency, and protested increases in fuel prices and school fees.

“ am proud to be a confrontaticnist,” he once said.

“This was really a rare human being,” Walter Carrington, former US ambassador to
Nigeria, said in an interview last week. “The guy was absolutely incorruptible. He was
certainly respected by all, even by some of his strongest opponents. My own view is
that if they were ever to give a posthumous Nobel Prize, Gani is the person who ought

to get it.”

In 1994, despite a national decree forbidding new political parties, Mr. Fawehinmi
formed the National Conscience Party and was promptly jailed by operatives of Nigerian
strongman General Sani Abacha. A year later, Mr. Fawehinmi defended the writer and
activist Ken Saro-Wiwa, who had been arrested by Abacha's regime. Despite an
international outcry, Saro-Wiwa was found guilty of complicity in several murders and
was executed in November 1995,

Throughout his life, Mr. Fawehinmi catalogued the personal attacks and indignities
visited on him by Nigerian authorities, which often resulted in trumped-up charges.

“Continuous imprisonment or even threats of assassination will not deter me from the
people’s cause,” he said after being released from prison in 1990. “The authorities



violated my person . ... What is left for them is to kill me. Whatever they do, | will not
give up. | shall continue until | succeed or until [ die.”

In 1997, when Carrington was leaving Nigeria after four years as US ambassador,
armed paramilitary thugs entered the room where his farewell reception was being held.

“They burst in, with guns fully loaded and pointed at the man who was going to
introduce me,” Carrington recalied. “Gani stood between them, reminded them that their

actions were illegal, and opened up his shirt and said, "Shoot me. Shoot mel’ " An
officer intervened, and the soldiers backed down.

“In the 50 years that | have been involved with Africa,” Carrington said, “I would rank
Gani as one of the greatest men the continent has produced. | would rank him
alongside South Africa's living legends, Nelson Mandela and Bishop Desmond Tutu.”

Ganiyu Oyesola Fawehinmi was born April 22, 1938, to a prominent Muslim family in
Ondo, Nigeria.

He graduated from Victory College lkare, a Nigerian Christian college, then spent two
years working in the courts of Lagos. In 1961, he began to study law at the University of
London, and when his father died in 1963, Mr. Fawehinmi supported himself by cleaning
toilets and sweeping floors. Nonetheless, he passed his exams and returned to Nigeria

in 1964.

He established a law firm, which came to have 200 employees. He also wrote 30 books,
and, since 1986, had published Nigerian Weekly Law Reports, an indispensable legal

publication in his country.

He received several international human rights awards, but as recently as 2002, Mr.
Fawehinmi was charged with gun-running and “high-handedness.” A year later,
representing his National Conscience Party, he ran a largely symbolic campaign for
president, holding rallies in the slums of Lagos.

Among those he leaves are his two wives and 14 children. =
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Irag latest crucible for Harvard mediation-Negotiations solve tribal disputes (By James F.
Smith,11/9/09, Boston Globe)

CAMBRIDGE - No longer locked in one big war, frag has become a land of a hundred litile wars. And this promised
to be one more of them, as two well-armed tribes clashed over a coveted swath of land.

One tribe brandished a promise to 2,000 acres from the current Iragi government. The other pointed to a iike
promise from the regime of Saddam Hussein. Guns were raised, shots fired. There seemed no ground for
compromise, beyond the famifiar local remedy: blood.

But then something extraordinary happened. The tribes agreed to negotiate and, with the help of the local mayor
and others, crafled a deal giving both sides enough land to meet their needs.

“They began thinking of their relationship instead of thinking about revenge upon each other,” said Sa'ad Al-
Khalidy, one of those who arranged the intervention.

If it sounds like a chapter ripped right out of a dispute mediation manual, well, it was. And the book was written in
Cambridge.

The blood not spilled in central iraq was another victory for the mediation movement spawned by Harvard Law
School guru Roger Fisher, coauthor of the 1981 book “Getting to Yes.” The Boston area has become a global hub
for teaching conflict resolution theory and practice for uses in law, diplomacy, and business in farflung places.

The mediators in the Iraqi tribes’ dispute had all been recently trained in methods developed by Fisher, whose
landmark work in the 1960s and 1970s lives on in the many graduate school programs and companies that he and

his students have forged.

Dispute resolution programs now offer master’s and even doctoral degrees at some campuses, among them the
University of Massachusetts ai Boston, MIT, Tufts, and Brandeis. The Program on Negotiation at Harvard Law
School is a renowned source of expertise in the field. Conflict management experts from the Boston area also
helped tackie vexing international stalemates, from Northern freland to South Africa, Kosovo to China.

No wonder that when the State Department wanted to encourage Iraq to move toward a culture of mediation and
away from war, it turned fo Conflict Management Group, or CMG, the nenprofit consuliing firm launched by Fisher in
Cambridge in 1984 that is now part of the international development and relief group Mercy Corps.

A total of 73 municipal officials and tribal sheiks from across Irag underwent intensive training by CMG staffers in
May and June in mediation and negotiation skills. The effort, funded by a $2.5 million State Department grant, grew
out of a successtut pilot program in southern lraq that trained 19 mediators,

Already, the newly trained mediators have helped local officials tackle dozens of conflicts, mostly over scarce
resources such as farmland, oil income, electricity and water as well as numerous family disputes. The goal is to

build a national network of respected local negotiators.

Few countries have as much conflict to manage as lrag. But Irag has fittle tradition of mediation, said Arthur
Martirosyan, who lives in Belmont and has run the Iraqi training program for CMG since 2008. Traditionally,
arbitration of disputes is left up to focat shetks, whose decisions - picking one claim over another - often leave

behind festering anger.

Martirosyan came to Cambridge in 1991 to work with Fisher at CMG, after getting a master's degree from Yale. An
ethnic Armenian born in the former Soviet republic of Georgia, Martirosyan has used his negotiation and language



skills to mediate conflicts in Chechnya and other regional hotspots as well as the Middle East.

Martirosyan returned to iraq last month to train 24 more Iragi mediators, most of whom are tribal sheiks or municipal
council officials. He will also offer refresher courses to program graduates - reflecting his conviction that good

mediating skills take practice, like playing the piano.

Khalidy, the coordinator for central and southern Irag based in Diwaniyah, said he has seen remarkable
achievements by participants in the pilot program, who went through five intensive rounds of classes. Sixteen of
them are fuli-time mediators, and have helped solve 32 disputes, ranging from an inheritance claim to a tense
standoff involving 50 abducted police officers, all of whom were relaased safely.

“In many conflicts, they have been changed from enemies into partners against the problem, not against each
other,” Khalidy said by phone from Irag.

Some successes are small. He described one mediation between two families: one household with young girls built
a privacy wall that blocked sunlight from reaching the neighbor's house. They had argued for months, and were
close to blows. A mediator helped them coof down, and get away from their hardened positions. They came up with

a solution: The family that built the wall paid for a skylight for the neighboring house.

The training uses methods that Fisher devised over decades of academic study and popularized in “Getting to Yes,”
published in 1981. The book has been translated into 18 languages - including a new edition in Iragi Arabic for this

project.

Liza Baran, a Ukrainian who is Mercy Corps’ program manager for the negotiation project in Iraq, said the sheiks
appreciate the step-by-step, common-sense approach that Fisher shaped. The bottom-line goal is to help the
parties identify their own interests, and the other side’s interests - and then figure out ways to serve both sides.

“It's kind of like getting the ABGs,” Baran said. “Here is a whole set of very systematized tools which you can apply,
and it works.”

Fisher, who is 88, lives in Cambridge and still goes to his Harvard Law School office several days a week.
Specialists in the field note that some of his early ideas have been challenged and the field has evolved

dramatically in recent years, but no one doubts his seminal roie.

Paul Cramer, a Harvard Law graduate who lives in Wellesley and is a conflict management specialist for Accenture,
the business consulting firm, has traveled to Iraq with Martirosyan to conduct the training. He said Iragis had
become used to having solutions imposed by a dictatorship - and they quickly grasped Fisher's premise that merely

defending entrenched positions was getting them nowhere.

He recalled one mediation by a sheik named Gazzi, who was called in after a showdown between tribes over a
murder. The usual solution would be for the tribe to hand over the killer or go to battle. Gazzi helped mediate one
cooling-off period, and then ancther, giving the tribes time 1o meet and express their longer-term interests. They
finally agreed to spare the young killer, lowering tensions in the whole commiunity and clearing the way to progress

on their deeper conflicts.

Martirosyan said that building a network of Iragi negotiators who can then train others will extend the reach of the
mediation far beyond what foreigners could achieve trying io mediate cases themselves. He said he is also talking
1o Iragi universities, and several have said they want to develop courses and exchanges with American institutions.

“I think negotiation is going to be an important skill set for Irag,” Martirosyan said. "People talk about the US exit
slrategy. | think to a large degree it will depend how skilled the politicians are, whether Kurds or Arabs . . . There are

issues that will require a lot of creative negotiation.™



