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a L a0 edong (1893-1976)

e ~ _ Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
= '— Chairman of Central Government Council 1949-1959

* - ==
—e— - . —

...--1__,....—-
-

— b Zhou Enlai (1898-1976)
' Premier and Foreign Minister 1949-1976
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: '_" , ~ — succeeded by Kim Jong-II
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== '} . 20%-25% of GNP goes to military
| d. 20% of males between 17 and 54 in regular army

e. famines in the 1990s
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NGENErS No Nguyen Giap (1911- )
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Lmé rary demarcation line at 17th parallel
= | ectlons of a united Vietnam to be held within two years

' frEhl Minh (1890?7—1969), President of N. Vietnam, 1954—1969
fﬁ =Ng@ Dinh Diem (1901-1963), Prime Minister of S. Vietnam,
1954-1955; President, 1955-1963
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_)4 _-not know Vietnam was traditional enemy of China
ought \ietnam was like Korea
=xtrapolation of Cold War thinking to Southeast Asia

(1) Diem = “good” guy who became “bad” guy
" (2) Ho Chi Minh = “bad” guy
=g (3) U.S. needed another “good” guy

d. Actions determined by what “they” might think

— “sending a message”



DRV OT

1955 (Qetejeieis 73)- [D1em defeats Bac Darin referendum
UDECEMIES ~.I\7IaSS|ve land reforms begun in N. Vietnam

.‘-FHI-

1938 (Jelpitiipp) Diem begins crackdown on Vietminh
oy A((OCLOET): Communlst Insurgent activity begun in S. Vietnam
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& (JJ};”‘ Pro American, anti-Communist gov’t in Laos comes to
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21959'(1\7’Iay) N \ietnam begins infiltrating cadres and weapons into S.
-~ Vietnam
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EEONAUGUSE) Coup in Laos hands gevernment back to Souvanna
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( Nova:r f‘r-“ll): Attempt to overthrow Diem by S. Vietnam
~ army units
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_ _'"B' ber) National Liberation Front (Vietcong) formed
— —’:(December) S.U. supports neutral government of Souvanna
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:f"";h.;.__.d__- ~  Phouma against U.S.-supported coup attempt
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(OFIOPER FIEKEIVES IDIEM mOore equipment and acd\Visers
IEGZAECTY)strategic nam el program
(Jurg)s Alne erican advisers now at 12,000 (up from 685)

f"_

1983 (JariteinA2 rBattIe of Ap Bac: Vietcong defeat S. Vietnamese army.
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= § First Buddhist monk to commit suicide via self-
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IDRViajor Events (contmued)
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; ~ (August 22): Henry Cabot Lodge becomes U.S. Ambassador
- (November 1) Diem overthrown
(December): 16,000 U.S. advisers
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1984
(Juily)s ;':Qi/ietnamese maritime operations against North begin
(Augjtse)s 'i Elestroyer Maddox attacked in Tonkin Gulf; U.S.
qu bs N. Vietnam
_ -7) Tonkln Gulf Resolution passed

| ary 1) Vietcong attack American installations; LBJ
-__' “authorizes Flaming Dart

(February 24): Operation Rolling Thunder begins

(March 8): 2 marine battalions land to defend Danang airfield
(1st U.S. troops)

(December): U.S. troop strength at 200,000
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1988 (Decernoer)s UoS JJJ" SL['r‘IlC'EH Al Il“'s.'..l'l‘ 2005006
1987 ( _)g'ccr.rur'r)' E .S. troop strength at nearly 500,000
1988 (JeiplEpp)s nIr pursun by U.S. forces of Vietcong into Cambodia
ells anJr'.lﬂr'F 7
(J ary 31) Tiet offensive begins
ﬁiember) U.S. troop strength at 540,000

9 (Ma rch 18): Nixon begins secret bombing of Cambodia
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1970 (rs‘f)f.l..\.g‘ Kissinger begins secret talks in Paris with Le

P)vje fgle) :-: 1
197%% (M_.:__ gl ) N. Vietnam launches offensive across DMZ
_ rI 15): Nixon authorizes bombing near Hanoi and
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- ~ Haiphong
".—--E..' ' :(January 27): Cease-fire agreements signed in Paris
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= ——— (March 29): Last U.S. troops leave
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~ 1975 (April 29): Evacuation of Americans from Saigon begins
(April 30): Communist forces capture Saigon
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L, Hol BJ_, 25—1998)
=_:_--‘ Minister of Kampuchea (Cambodia), 1976-1979
,._..tI‘IEd and executed by Khmer Rouge in 1998

_ 1mated 2 million Cambodians (26% of population) killed
~ during Khmer Rouge regime

— 3 Overthrown by Vietnamese army, 1979
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